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Hamas condemns poBce chief’s ‘threats’ 


DAMA^XIS (AFP) — The Islamic Resistance Movement Hamas 
refused Saturday to hand over any of its members to the Palestinian 
i, ,c fl^ 5 * ,Ite nP* e ^S es 10 trac '* c down the killers of two suspected 
collab orators. Palestinian police chief Nasr Yousscf has said he was 
prepared to lose 100 men to fmd the Hamas members who last week 
murdered two Palestinians they accused of collaborating with Israel. 
Hamas said m a statement here it "condemned the threats made by 
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Nasr Toussef, and his insistence on continuing to provoke our people 
by protecting traitors and pursuing those who fight against (Israeli | 

WnilBhon “U/c nnll «At .1 r 




occupation. “We will not give up our arms, nor any members of our 
movement, wc warn against any attempts to harm them.” Hamas men 
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kidnapped three people on May 25. Two days later two corpses were 
found hanging from electricity pylons. The third man was freed. After 

lifi* wnmino th^ l_i. .l _ r 
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a police wanung the fundamentalists agreed to halt the kidnapping 
for the time being” to see if the new Palestinian police force could do 
the job. But they refused to hand over the hangmen. 
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Jordan, Israel start talks on 
border demarcation tomorrow 


King deplores lack of 
Arab coordination, says 
‘ Jordan has own interests 


If accords reached on border, water issues, 
venue could be shifted closer to home — Anani 


HIS MAJESTY King Hussein 
on Saturday expressed dissatis- 
faction with the level of coor- 
dination among the Arab par- 
ties involved in peace negotia- 
tions with Israel and said Jor- 
dan might have to adopt action 
in the absence of such coor- 
dination. 

"It seems that the coordina- 
tion with the brothers proceed 
from our side only and is a 
one-sided process as the par- 


ties have not yet crystallised 
i at the lowest 


coordination even , 
possible and acceptable level, 
the King said after chairing 
'part of a Cabinet session 
attended by His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan and 
-Royal Court Chief Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker. 

The peace process, the King 
said, “is a serious and con- 
tinuing process regardless of 
the recent events in Lebanon, 
which was exposed to an 
aggression and which sustained 
heavy human losses/' He said 
the peace process would con- 
tinue despite the aggression. 

Referring to the Jordanian- 


Israeli agenda for peace talks, • 
King Hussein said: "We must 
continue the talks on the basis 
of the agenda and concentrate 
our attention on the land and 
the water rights. We should 
seek various avenues in order 
to execute all the items on the 
agenda as a basis for the attain- 
ment of peace that can give us 
reassurances oyer our present 
and future. 

“We have great hope that 
the future will see progress 
along all the other tracks in a 
satisfactory manner, and X am 
convinced that this would 
materialise.” 

Referring to Jordanian- 
Palestinian coordination, the 
Kine said: “On our part we are 
ready for coordination and our 
position is clear. If our 
brothers came to us to discuss 
any subject, we would show 
readiness and employ all our 
means to help them. But we 
cannot say that we are working 
as a one team yet. 

“This talk is regrettably still 


Trilateral economic group 
also to meet in Washington 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 
with agency dispatches 


(Co nti nued on page 5) 


AMMAN — Jordan and Israel 
wilt stan informal talks on 
Monday on their long-standing 
border dispute after Amman 
has received indications that 
the Jewish state is willing to 
end its stalling over the issue, 
Information Minister Jawad Al 
Anani said Saturday. 

Dr. Anani, addressing re- 
porters after a session of the 
Council of Ministers partly 
chaired by His Majesty King 
Hussein, said Jordan and Israel 
would also hold a session of the 
trilateral economic working - 
group, which includes the Un- 
ited States, on the operations 
of Jordanian commercial banks 
in the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip and development 
projects in the Jordan Valley. 

Both meetings would be 


held in Washington, he said, 
adding that if agreements were 
reached on the border issues 
then Jordan might be willing to 
move the venue for further 
talks closer to home. 

“You cannot draw the lines 
from Washington," Dr. Anani 
said. 

Jordan has received indica- 
tions that Israel is “ready to 
discuss these border ques- 
tions” after evading them de- 
spite the signing of an agenda 
in September for negotiations 
including the topic, he said. “If 
Israel is serious about wanting 
to resolve ttae border issue, 
there will be no delay for Jor- 
dan m securing its rights,” he 
said. 


demarcation, security and wa- 
ter rights. 

Jordan's borders were drawn 
in 1929 and Dr. Anani said that 
if the Kingdom and Israel 
agree at the talks in Washing- 
ton “a commission of experts 
will be charged with drawing 
up borders according to the 
outlines set by the British man- 
date.” 


Officials reaffirmed the 
Kingdom's stand that joint 
projects with Israel could come 
only after the Jewish state 
agrees to satisfactory solutions 
to the key issues of border 


The Israeli foreign ministry 
also said that delegations from 
the two countries were to meet 
Monday in Washington for 
talks on the issue. 

An Israeli spokesman said 
that the head of the Israeli 
delegation in the bilateral talks 
with Jordan, Eliakhn Rubin- 
stein, was due to leave Israel 
late Saturday for informal talks 
in Washington. 

Israel radio reported the first 


(Continued on page 9 


. Clinton 
•tsyoungsu 
lazza Hm 


f Farhat convict’s 
sentence reduced 
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KUWAIT (AP) — The court 
of appeals on Saturday com- 
muted the life sentence of a 
policeman who has been con- 
victed of murder in a highly 
publicised case that tested 
Kuwait’s willingness to punish 
its own people for crimes corn- 
mined after the Iraqi invasion. 
The Kuwait News Agency said 
the sentence of Jaber AL 
Ameeri, 33, was reduced to 15 
years, but did not say on what 
grounds the court made the 
decision. Ameeri was con- 
victed by the criminal court 
and sentenced to life last De- 
cember for murdering a 
Lebanese man, Ismail Farhat, 
■and his son, Osama, after the 
February 1991 liberation of 
Kuwait from Iraqi occupation. 
Ismail Farhat's daughter, 
Naimat, escaped death but was 
partially paralysed in the 
attack on their home March 2, 
1991. She later settled in Santa 
Cruz, California, with a 
brother and started campaign- 
ing for the trial of her relati ves’ 
£ murderer. Kuwaiti authorities 
finally succumbed and began 
an investigation. Naimat flew 
in and identified the policeman 
m court. She accused him of 
killing her father and her 
brother and then raping her. 
She said he was armed with a 
rifle when he charged into the 
Farhats' home and told them 
that he had orders to execute 
the family for “collaborating 
with Iraqi occupiers. ” The cri- 
minal court acquitted Ameeri 
of the rape charge. Ameeri, 
who suffered a car accident 
after the attack that left him 
paralysed, pleaded innocent to 
all counts. 
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Khamenei renews 
rejection of peace 
talks 
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TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran’s 
ide Ayatol 
lamenei on Saturday 
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spiritual guide Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei on Saturday reiter- 
ated his opposition to the U.S.- 




sponsored Middle East peace 
process, saying Israel was a 
“usurper with no legitimacy.” 
He told thousands of people at 
the mausoleum of the founder 
of the Islamic republic. Ayatol- 
lah Ruhollah Khomeini, to 
commemorate the fifth 
anniversary of his death (see 
page 10), that Iran would 
“never change” its stand. “The 
peace process has no value 
because it is unjust,” he said. 
“Palestine belongs to the 
Palestinians and the Zionist 
regime has no legitimacy.” On 
Bosnia, he blasted Western 
powers for “pressuring” Mus- 
lims in a bid to prevent the 
formation of an Islamic state in 
the Middle of Europe. 


Southerners seek more fighters as 
Sanaa said considering a ceasefire 


Combined agency dispatches 


OUTNUMBERED southern 
Yemenis sought new fighters 
on Saturday to stave off north- 
ern attacks on Aden and 
appealed for foreign doctors to 
treat wounded civilians in vil- 
lages near battlefronts. 

The authorities in Sanaa 
were considering taking steps 
towards a possible ceasefire in 
the fighting, diplomats said. 

The diplomats said President 
Ali Abdullah Saleh, a north- 
erner, had been holding inten- 
sive contacts with his aides 
over the past two days on a 
possible ceasefire in the war. 
which began on May 4 after 
four years of north-south un- 
ion. 

Yemeni officials were not 
immediately available to com- 
ment. The diplomats were un- 
able to say when any decision 
on a ceasefire might be 
announced. 

The official SABA news 
agency said on Friday that Mr. 
Saleh was holding 'intensive 


contacts' with Defence Minis- 
try officials "to lay down 
necessary arrangements to deal 
with the U.N. Security Council 
(ceasefire) resolution.” The 
agency did not elaborate. 

Sanaa said it was ready to 
put into effect a resolution 
passed by the U.N. Security 
Council on Wednesday, but 
stopped short of saying 
whether it would accept a ceas- 
efire or talk to southern lead- 
en it condemns as rebels. 

Diplomats said they thought 
government would try to snow 
willingness to go along with the 
resolution while at the same 
time pressing forward on the 
battlefields, especially around 
Aden. 

Around the dry, northern 
and southern Yemeni forces 
traded sporadic rocket and 
artillery fire and southern offi- 
cials tightened security on 
approach roads. 

“We beard a lot of shelling 
in the night,” a resident said. 
“Most of it seemed to be going 
out from the southern side to 


the northern side.” 

The rival armies appeared to 
be regrouping after a week of 
fierce battles on an arc north, 
northeast and west of the dty. 

“The situation is very se- 
rious. It’s not rosy," said a 
senior southern source. 

Despite constant pressure, 
southern forces struck back to 
recapture a village on the main 
road to Aden, witnesses said 
on Saturday. 

Piles of bodies lay buried 
under thin layers of earth in 
Saber village, IS kilometres 
north of the dty. Saber, site of 
a major water plant serving 
Aden, is the closest north- 
erners have been reported to 
Aden in the month-old war. 

Seeking to offset the numer- ■ 
ical superiority of President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh’s northern 
troops. Colonel Qassemj 
Yahya, minister of state in the ■ 
breakaway government, sent' 
aides into residential areas to 
recruit resistance teams from 
civilians, southern sources 
said. 


The south, whose popula- 
tion of 2.4 million is less than a 
quarter of the north's, has 
already called up 40,000 army 
reservists and handed out 
weapons to dvilians. 

Abdul Rahman Ali Jifri, 
vice-president of the break- 
away south, said northern 
forces were shelling civilians in 
villages north of Aden. 

“We call on all the world to 
help us with doctors and nurses 
to treat our wounded. There 
are scores of them, maybe 
much more," he told Reuters 
by telephone. • 

“AG Abdullah Saleh is des- 
troying villages where there 
are no soldiers at all. He is 
shelling them with artillery, 
that is a crazy and barbarous 
act,” Mr. Jifri said. 

Aden also accuses the north 
of using foreign troops. Televi- 
sion showed pictures of five 
men it said were Iraqis cap- 
tured with northern units in 
Shabwa province on June 2. 


(Continued on page 5) 


Arafat demands 


release of funds 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat has said he would not 
go to Jericho, as expected this 
month, unless President Bill 
Clinton and the international 
community come up with more 
money for self-rule, the CBS 
television network said. 

Mr. Arafat, asked if he felt 
the peace process was at an 
impasse, said, “it seems so." 

The PLO leader, inter- 
viewed by the “CBS Evening 
News" in Tunis, also sharply 
criticised Israel for its air raid 
on resistance bases in Lebanon 
on Thursday. 

“This will increase the com- 
plication because we are look- 
ing to achieve peace and not to 
escalate," he said. 

Asked if he saw the raid as 
military or political action, Mr. 
Arafat replied, "both.” 

Mr. Arafat, 64. also told 
CBS he was suffering from a 
bad case of the flu and not 
heart trouble, as some reports 
said Thursday, and his wife 
said there was nothing to worry 
about. 

CBS said Mr. Arafat was 
putting new pressure on Mr. 
Clinton, the Israelis, Kuwaitis 
and others to come through 
with what be said was prom- 


ised money to rebuild the 
Jericho and the Gaza Strip 
self-rule areas. 

Asked if would go to 
Jericho, as expected this 
month, unless more money is 
not provided, he replied, “No, 

I am not ready to deceive my 
people ... I am sorry to say that 
the Israeli occupation had des- 
troyed all the infrastructure: 
Housing, schools, hospitals, 
roads, sewage." 

International donors have 
pledged $2.4 billion in aid over 
five years, but the new Palesti- 
nian administration said earlier 
this week that it had virtually 
no funds. 

Mr. Arafat also said he was 
ready to include members of 
the Hamas group in his govern- 
ment. 

He bristled when he was 
asked if, as someone who had. 
lived by the gun, he had the 
skills to govern. 

"Why didn’t they ask (new 
South African President Nel- 
son) Mendela this question? ... 
this has not been asked to any 
of the other freedom fighters 
who have succeeded and be- 
came in power. Only the 
Palestinians.” 

In Cairo, senior PLO official 


(Continued on page 5) 


Curfew in Hebron 
after 41 wounded 


HEBRON, occupied West 
Bank (Agencies) — A curfew 
was clamped on the West Bank 
town of Hebron Saturday after 
37 Palestinians and four Israeli . 
soldiers were injured in a gre- 
nade attack and clashes, the 
Israeli army said. 

Palestinians threw a home- 
made grenade at an Israeli 
military roadblock in the cen- 
tre of Hebron, injuring six 
Palestinians, an army spokes- 
man said. 

Another 31 Palestinians 
were injured by rubber bullets 
and real bullets in clashes 
which erupted with Israeli 
troops following the blast, 
while three soldiers and a bor- 
der guard were slightly injured 
by stones, the spokesman 
added. 

Observers from the Tempor- 
ary' International Presence in 
Hebron (TIPH). deployed af- 
ter the February massacre of 
more than 30 Palestinian wor- 
shippers by a Jewish settler 
there, said four Palestinians 
had been injured in the explo- 
sion. 

The TIPH said a grenade 
was thrown “from an unidenti- 
fied vehicle." It added that 16 
Palestinians were wounded by 
bullets and 11 others were 
taken to hospital after tear-gas 


was fired into the corwd in 
clashes soon after the blast. 

“These incidents follow a 
three-day escalation in the 
town. The TIPH is in constant 
contact with the two sides 
(Israeli army and Palestinians) 
to try to calm the situation, 
without success up to now,” 
TIPH said in a statement. 

Palestinian sources put the 
number of inhabitants injured 
by the explosion in the town’s 
old marketplace at eight. 

Witness Hani Swaki, 25. told 
AFP: “I was sitting in the 
shade in the marketplace when 
I saw a bomb roll along to the 
Israeli army position and ex- 
plode at my feet.” 

Schoolboy Yasser Daud A1 
Zarro, 21. said: “I was injured 
in the leg, shoulder and hand 
but my cousin Abdul Hafez 
was injured in the head. There 
was a Palestinian vehicle there 
but no Israeli vehicle." 

Elsewhere in the West 
Bank, the army closed off the 
centre of Ramallah Saturday 
following clashes between 
young Palestinians and sol- 
diers. * 

Palestinian witnesses said an 
Israeli peace activist wtfo 
filmed the clash was bearen by 


(Continued on page 5) 
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Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor 
and Their Royal Highnesses Crown Prince Has- 
san and Princess Sarvath, Royal Court Chief 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker and Royal Family 


clergymen pray on Saturday at the tomb of 
Queen Zdn Al Sharaf, the Queen Mother (Petra 
photo) 


Queen Mother remembered 
for her dedicated life 


By Rana .Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 


away on April 26, 1994 at a 


AMMAN — Jordan on Satur- 
day marked the elapse of 40 
days after the passing of Queen 
Zein Al Sharaf, the Queen 
Mother, with a remembrance 
ceremony atteqded by Their 
Majesties Kirtg Hussein and 
Queen Noor and Royal Family 
members. 

The ceremony was held at 
the Queen Zein Al Sharaf So- 
cial Development Complex, 
which was opened yesterday in 
memory of the late Queen 
Mother. 

“This i$ a precious and emo- 
tional moment in our lives be- 
cause it brought together the 
whole family to remember our 
mother to whom we tuned to 
when our father passed away,” 
Her Royal Highness Princess 
Basma said addressing a crowd 
of 500 people that included 
close relatives, friends and 
government officials. 

“Our mother was our sup- 
port in all hours of need and it 
is our right to cry to com- 
memorate our mother. But 
you my brother (King Hussein) 
taught us to be patient and to 
continue to extend help,” Prin- 
cess Basma added. 

The Queen Mother passed 


hospital in Lausanne, Switzer- 


Lan 


Princess Basma said her 
mother’s influence and re- 
quests of continuous charity 
work produced the social com- 
plex that was opened yester- 
day. 

“1 present this project as a 
present to our mother's soul,” 
Princess Basma said. 

Ahmad Al Lawzi, speaker of 
the Upper House of Parlia- 
ment, recalled Queen Zein’s 
great contributions to national 
progress and the advancement 
of women and social work in 
Jordan. 

“She left a strong mark on 
the Kingdom because she was 
an active supporter and 
pioneer of the women’s move- 
ment in Jordan and was behind 
its progress and development 
with her support for estab- 
lishing charity and orphanage 
societies,” Mr. Lawzi said. 

Dr. Mohammad Adnan 
Bakhit,. who also spoke at 
Saturday’s ceremony, remem- 
bered the late Queen Mother 
as a symbol and model for all 
Jordanians. 

“After she finished her stu- 
dies, she came back to Jordan 
to become active in the Arab 
.renaissance, and played a ma- 


jor role in developing and sup- 
porting women in this coun- 
try," Dr. Bakhit. said. 

Dr. Khaled Karaki, former 
chief of the Royal Court and 
advisor to King Hussein paid 
tribute to the late Queen 
Mother's support for King 
Hussein when he had to take 
foil responsibility of the King- 
dom at the age of 18. 

“Your mother stood beside 
you and beside the Jordanians 
supporting you with firm will 
and determination,” Dr. Kara- 
ki said. 

Earlier in the day. King Hus- 
sein, Queen Noor, Their Royal 
Highnesses Prince Moham- 
mad, Crown Prince Hassan 
and Princess Basina and the 
Royal Family visited the tomb 
of the Queen Mother and- 
prayed for her soul. 

*ITie late Queen Mother was 
bora on Aug. 2, 1916. She was 
married to King Talal Ben 
Abdullah in 1934 and was the 
mother of three sons and a 
daughter; King Hussein and 
Their Royal Highnesses Prince 
Mohammad, Prince Hassan 
and Princess Basma. Then 
Crown-Prince Talal and Prin- . 
cess Zein were involved in the ; 
early development of Jordan 
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Clinton: 

N. Korea 
sanctions 
virtually 
certain 


PRINCESS RISBOROUGH, 
England (Agencies) — U.S. 
President Bill Clinton said 
Saturday it was “virtually im- 
perative” that the U.N. Secur- 
ity Council consider sanctions 
against North Korea, but he 
said sanctions should not be 
considered an act of war. 

Mr. Clinton, at a brief news 
conference with British Prime 
Minister John Major, said he 
does not not want “sabre- 
rattling” over the North Ko- 
rean nuclear issue and the 
communist Koreans still have a 
chance to allow international 
nuclear inspections. 

There is still time for North 
Korea to avoid sanctions^ 
actually taking effect if we can’ 
work out something on the 
inspections," Mr. Clinton said. 

He also said that North 
Korea’s actions in denying ao- 
cess to inspectors of its nudear 
facilities “have, in my view, 
made it virtually imperative 
that the security council con- 
sider the question of sanc- 
tions.’’ 

He noted that the North has 
said it is committed to malting 
the Korean peninsula non- 
nuclear. 

“We offered inducements 
and supports to achieve that, 
and noming has been forth- 
coming," he said. 

“Clearly, sanctions are not 
an act of war and should not be 
seen as snch,” he said. North- 
Korga has said that would be 
its view if sanctions are im- 
posed. 


(Continued on page 5) 


Assad: Israel is 


escalating tension 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad on Saturday accused 
Israel of escalating tension in 
the region following its latest 
air attack on Lebanon which 
killed up to 50 people. 

Presidential spokesman 
Joubran Kourieh told Reuters 
Mr. Assad made the remarks 
during talks with Iranian Fore- 
ign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati, who gave the Syrian 
leader a message from his Ira- 
nian counterpart Akbar' 
Hashemi Rafsanjani. 

He said Mr. Rafsanjani's 
message dealt with the situa- 
tion in the region. Mr. Kourieh 
gave no details but said that 
Mr. Assad would send a reply. 

•Talks during the meeting 
dealt with the situation in the 
region and Israel’s escalation 
of tension in the area," Mr. 
Kourieh said. 

Syria, the main foreign pow- 
er broker in Lebanon, and Iran 
have strongly condemned 
Israel's attack -on Thursday 
against the Lebanese pro- 
Iranian Shi’ite Hizbollah (Par- 
ty of God) militia in what was 
the deadliest Israeli attack in 
seven years. 

Iranian officials said Mr. 
Velayati earlier met Hizbollah 
Secretary-General Hassan 
Nasrallah in the Syrian capital 
apd discussed with him the 
situation on Lebanon following • 
the Israeli raid. 

They said Mr. Velayati con- 


veyed condolences to the Hiz- 
alli ‘ * 


bollah leader over those killed 
in the attack. 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk Al Sharaa accused 
Israel of trying to turn the 
climate of peace which fol- 
lowed the start of the Arab- 
Israeli peace talks in 1991 into 
a “climate of war” through its 
ktest attack on Lebanon. 

Mr. .Sharaa said in a speech 


at a meeting of the Non- ; 
Aligned Movement in Cairo ■ 
that the Israeli action was 
aimed at undermining the 
peace process. 

“Israel’s repeated aggres- 
sions and its engagement in 
attacking the parties involved 
in the peace process is a clear 
evidence of its intentions to kill 
the available chance for 
peace," Mr. Sharaa said. 

“This aggression is directed 
against the whole world com- 
munity especially the co- 
sponsors of the peace process 
— the United States and Rus- ■ 
sia....’’ he added. 

He called on the world com- . 
munity to express solidarity 
with Lebanon and its people’s 
right to defend themselves with 
all possible means. “This right : 
is guaranteed by the U.N. 
Charter and international 
law.” 

Syria says the Lebanese peo- 
ple have a right to attack Israel 
as long as the Jewish state, 
continues to occupy Lebanese 
territory. 

Washington meanwhile step- 
ped in to curb violence in 
South Lebanon and salvage the 
floundering peace process after ■ 
three Hizbollah men were kil- 
led m new dashes with Israeli 
fr«>ps and its militia allies. 

There were no reports of 
new missile strikes on northern 
Israel after two days of such 
guerrilla attacks in retaliation 
for Israeli air raid Thursday. 

The U.S. State Department 
on Friday urged Israel. Syria 
and Lebanon to use their influ- 
enre to put an end to the 
fighting between Israel and 
Hizbollah. 

“We've urged them to exer- 
cis® restraint and to try to use 
their influence to end the vio- 
lence,” said State Department 


(Continued on page 5) 
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PLO does not favour 
Israeli joint ventures 


TUNIS (R) — Ahmad 
Qouriea, die new “minister” 
of trade and economy in the 
Palestinian self-rule govern- 
ment, said on Friday the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) did not support settij*- 
up joint ventures with Israeli* 
in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

“It is not beneficial at all to 
set up companies with them 
. (Israelis). Inis is not on the 
agenda/' Mr. Qouriea, also 
known as Abu Ala, told 
Pales tinian businessmen meet- 
ing in Tunis to discuss recon- 
struction plans for the self-rule 


Mr. Qoureia, who was the 
key Palestinian negotiator dur- 
ing 1993 secret peace talks with 
Israel in Norway, was asked by 
a businessman to darify the 
PLO’s position on the issue. 

But pressed to say whether 
the PLO would consider joint 
ventures with Israelis illegal, 
he replied: “This is the general 
policy of the organisation. 
There is no a text saying 
whether they (joint-ventures) 
are banned or authorised.” 

Mr. Qoureia, who negoti- 
ated and signed the PLO- 
Israeli agreement on economy 
and trade as part of the self- 
rule accord signed in Cairo on 
May 4, said Israel had no 


choice but to implement the 
accord by opening the Israeli 
market to Palestinian produce. 

Under the accord, all 
Palestinian produce except 
eggs, poultry, tomatoes, cucum- 
bers and potatoes were to 
enter unrestricted. 

But a spokesman for the 
Israeli agriculture ministry said 
last week that he would not let 
in Palestinian farm produce 
until Israeli farmers were 
assured of government com- 
pensation for any fall in prices. 

Mr. Qoureia said he aid not 
think Israel would maintain the 
ban. ‘T believe they have no 
choice...” he added. _ 

He told the businessmen 
that procedures for imports of 
goods including machinery, 
and authorisations for con- 
struction work, would be the 
job of the Palestinian authority 
m the self-rule areas initially. 

Their mandate would extend 
to the whole of the West Bank 
in about three months, when 
negotiations on the transfer of 
power are expected to be com- 
pleted. 

He said the building of a 
part in the Gaza Strip was a 
priority but the Palestinians 
might use Jordanian, Egyptian 
ana Israeli ports in the mean- 
time. 


U.S. said positive to Turkish 
bid for Iraqi pipeline flushing 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
United States has given a posi- 
tive response to Turkey’s re- 
quest that it be allowed to flush 
oil from an Iraqi pipeline and 
use the oil for its own pur- 
poses, a Turkish official said 
Friday. 

Ozdem Sanberk, under- 
secretary of the Turkish Fore- 
ign Ministry, said he would 
spend two more days next 
week trying to work out the 
project with the U.N. Security 
Council which is enforcing 
sanctions including an oil 
embaigo against Iraq. 

The pipeline, which carried 
oil from Iraqi deposits across 
Turkey to the Mediterranean, 
was dosed by the embargo. 
But it contains about eight to 
nine milli on barrels of oil. 

Turkey has been trying to 
gain an exemption from the 
embargo to flush the oil out of 
the pipeline and refill it twice 
in what Mr. Sanberk called a 
“rescue operation” to keep the 
line in operating condition. 

Turks also argue that the 
move would give them some 
deserved financial relief from 
the ofl transit revenues lost as a 
result of the embargo. 

“Turkey shoula not be 
penalised as a result of the 
embaigo,” Mr. Sanberk said. 
“The embargo is on Iraq, not 
Turkey.” 

The United States, while 


praising Turkey’s 
with the Gulf war allies and 
acknowledging its economic 
sacrifice, has been resisting re- 
leasing oil from the pipeline on 
the grounds that it would 
weaken the embargo. 

Mr. Sanberk was asked 
whether he got a positive reac- 
tion in two days of talks with 
U.S. officials on the pipeline 
request. 

“Yes, definitely,” he said. 

U.S. State Department offi- 
cials, asked about the talks, did 
not return a phone call. 

Mr. Sanberk said compli- 
cated problems remain to be 
worked out with die Security 
Council inducting the question 
of payment for the on which 
would be worth about $300 
million on the open market 
More than two-thirds of the ml 
belongs to Iraq, the rest to 
Turkey. 

Mr. Sanberk said that the oil 
would not be sold on the inter- 
national market but would be 
used by Turkey. He said that 
after the pipeline was flushed 
and refilled twice it would be 
dosed again. 

Mr. Sanberk said the Tur- 
kish government does not link 
the oil release with Turkey's 
permissioa for the allies to use 
Turkish facilities to maintain a 
protective air umbrella over 
Kurds exercising autonomy in 
northern Iraq. 


Morocco: No decision on ties with Israel 


RABAT (Agencies) — Moroc- 
co on Saturday reacted 
cautiously to a statement by 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres that Morocco and 
Israel would exchange repre- 
sentatives “of some kind” this 
year. 

A Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man said that “if the Israeli 
side raised the question the 
Kingdom of Morocco has 
taken no decisions in this mat- 
ter.” 

Morocco “stiD considers that 
such a decision is conditioned 
by Arab League resolutions 
and depends on the results of 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess,” the official news agency 
MAP quoted him as saying. 

After conferring with King 
- Hassan in Rabat on Thursday 
night, Mr. Feres said on his 
: return to Israel: “It was agreed 
to renew or establish telecom- 
munications between Israel 


and Morocco and at a later 
stage to establish representa- 
tions of some kind between the 
two countries.” 

In a statement on Friday, the 
government said King Hassan 
confirmed to Mr. Peres that he 
would host an international 
economic conference in the 
•south Moroccan city of Mar- 
rakesh in early November. 

The summit, which the gov- 
ernment said would be devoted 
to the development of the Mid- 
dle East, will be attended by 
ferael and Arab states. 

“Israel will participate,” Mr. 
Peres said. “There will be 
many Arab countries partici- 
pating and it will be an unpre- 
cedented tiring.” 

Mr. Peres said the monarch 
also announced his agreement 
to establish direct telephone 
fines and make arrangements 
for mutual tourism more com- 
fortable. 


Flourishing trade between 
'the two countries is seen as a 
forerunner for eventual di- 
plomatic relations. Morocco 
has a Jewish community of 
about 60,000. 

“It was agreed in principle 
that we will also open some 
kind of office between us.” 
Mr. Peres said. 

He said he knew the date 
they would be opened, but 
declined to reveal it, noting 
only that “it’s possible before 
the end of the year.” 

Israel Radio said the king 
rejected the offer to open for- 
mal relations now out of fear 
that it would hurt Morocco’s 
clout in the Arab League. 

Mr. Peres also briefed King 
Hassan on the accomplish- 
ments of the Middle East 
peace process, MAP said. 

King Hassan “reaffirmed 
that Morocco will continue to 
work untiringly for a just and 


equitable peace in the region,” 
MAP reported, quoting the 
Moroccan Information Minis- 
try. 

The Moroccan monarch 
played an important role in 
contacts leading to the 1979 
peace treaty between Israel 
and Egypt and has served as an 
intermediary in the current 
.peace process. He is known to 
have met with Israeli leaders 
on several occasions. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin flew to Morocco last 
September after signing the 
peace accord with Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat in 
Washington. That drove spe- 
culation that the two sides 
would open diplomatic ties. 

Newspapers said Mr. Peres 
flew to Rabat from Madrid on 
an executive jet sent by King 
Hassan. The Israeli leader was 
m Europe on a stopover from a 
visit to Latin America. 


War casts pall over Aden’s majestic cape 


By WBIiam Maclean 

Reuter 

ADEN — An hour or so by 
car from the front fines of 
Yemen’s civil war, sun- 
bathers loD on a fine sandy 
beach and drikbea play in 
the surf of a sparkling blue 
sea. 

Under Cape Aden's majes- 
tic Mount Shamsan, youngs- 
ters kick a soccer ball by a 
hotel that with only modest 
investment could enter the 
luxury class. 

The contrasts of Yemen’s 
civil war are testimony to the 
potitical instability that has 
blighted the potential of a 
city struggling to escape from 
decades of cold war underde- 
velopment. 

’ “Aden is beautiful, just 
look at that," a businessman 
said, motioning to Shamsan’s 
600-metre craggy heights and 
palm-lined beachfronts at a' 
leisure resort. 

“Why do the northerners 
want to destroy our city?” 

The port dty, today mostly 
a crumbling collection of au- 
stere concrete tenements, has 
long dreamt of a brilliant 
future as a southern Arabian 
economic hub and tourist pa- 
radise. 

Aden has been designated 


the capital of the breakaway 
“Democratic Republic of Ye- 
men" declared on May 21 by 
southern leaders fighting a 
nrifitary assault by northern 
rivals. 

Tourist potential comes 
from its scenery, dhnaic and 
beacbes, similar those of the 
Aegean’s volcanic islands, 
and more liberal and 
outward-looking attitudes 
than m most of Arabia. 

Political instability has set 
back Aden’s prospects be- 
fore. In 1986, thousands of 
people were killed in the city 
in conflict within the Yemen 
Socialist Party, then the rul- 
ing party of pro-union Marx- 
ist Smith Yemen. 

Southern Yemenis saw 
their 1990 union with the 
north as their chance to break 
out of the isolation caused by 
tire collapse of cold war ally 
Soviet Union. 

They sought to rebuild an 
economy hamstrung by years 
of doctrinaire soriahsm and 
provide a productive part- 
nership with the north, winch 
has four times the population 
and an economy five times as 
big. 

But southerners found 
themselves the junior partner 
in the union and after years 
of controlled prices found it 


difficult to adjust to the free 
market ways of the north. 

But the month-old war 
with their more prosperous 
opponents has been a catas- 
trophe for the fledgling rede- 
velopment that had started in 
ami around the Aden penin- 
sula. 

“Future City” is the sign- 
board on an empty plot desig- 
nated as a commercial de- 
velopment site beside the in- 
ternational airport, key 
target for northern missile 
attacks which slum into the 
surrounding area most 
nights. 

The compounds for inter- 
national staff who work for 
foreign oil companies de- 
vetopmg oilfields in the east- 
ern deserts are empty, their 
occupants long since evacu- 
ated. 

Banks are open but com- 
munications restrictions have 
curbed their international 
business. The airport is 
dosed to all but military 
flights and shipping activity is 

mir ‘ 1 


“Things look quiet but it is 
not 100 per cent normal. Too 
many shops are dosed,” said 
one shopkeeper in the crater 
district. “People are staying 
at home.” 

After union with the north 


a free trade zone was desig- 
nated in an attempt to revive 
die dty’s entrepot tradition 
— in the 1960s Aden’s duty 
free trade was among the 
largest of any dty in the 
world with more than 200,000 
transit passengers and tour- 
ists visiting every year. 

Aden used to be one of the 
busiest oil-bunkering port in 
the world, handling 550 ships 
a mouth. 

Now tiie sound of shelling 
on three main fronts less than 
100 kilometres away echoes 
around the dty and the peaks 
of industrial little Aden 
across a bay to the west. 

Water and electricity pro- 
vided from installations in the 
hinterland are still running 
ami inhabitants can watch 
different accounts of the war 
on Aden Television, which sup- 
plements its news with re- 
plays of news programmes 
from other Arab stales. 

Shells slam into pristine 
beaches on the coast north- 
east of the dty where rolling 
surf washes up on what would 
be prime beachfront sites for 
hotel developers in time of 
peace. 

But for the moment — and 
perhaps for a long time — the 
windsurfers, snnbathers and 
fun seekers mil go elsewhere. 


Jericho settlers feel 
stranded by peace 



NAAMAH, occupied West Bak (AP) 
— Since Palestinian intonomy 
was implemented, a bumpy 
single-lane road through a 
minefield has become this set- 
tlement’s connection with 
Israel and a symbol of the 
uneasy peace process. 

Wary Israeli settlers take the 
road, once used only by the 
army to look for infiltrators, to= 
avoid the Palestinian- 
controlled town of Jericho 
even though it often doubles 
the driving time to Jerusalem 
to \Vi hours. 

The army doses Jericho to 
Israelis in times of tension, and 
even when the town is open 
many Israelis prefer the bypass 
because there is no chance of 
being stoned, or stopped by. 
Palestinian police. 

“For years we were trained 
to be wary of (Palestinians), 
and fight them in battle, and 
now Pm supposed to obey 
them?" said settler Giora 
Shoshan, a veteran of the 1982 
Lebanon war when Israel tried 
to quash the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation. 

The agreement granting 
Palestinians control of Jericho 
and the Gaza Strip in exchange 
for peace has left Namaah 
hemmed in. At new army 
checkpoints separating 
Naamah from the surrounding 
autonomy zone, soldiers check 
anyone entering or leaving the 
settlement. 

Namaah's 120 residents are 
weighing whether to leave now 
rather than wait five years for 
the fate of settlements to be 
decided — a provision of the 
autonomy agreement. 

Unlike the zealous settlers in 
the hills above them who be- 
lieve they are reclaiming “Bib- 
lical Jewish land,” the families 
on this hot dusty plain came 
out of a sense of adventure — 
and because of hefty govern- 
ment subsidies. 

Now, they feel. Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin wants them 


to leave on their own rather 
than to have the government 
pay to move 120,000 settlers 
back into Israel. 

Since the Israeli army with- 
drew from Jericho on May 13, 
no settlers near the town have 
reported being stoned, much 
less shot. But even those set- 
tlers who support the auton- 
omy agreement are concerned 
about the influx of thousands 
of outsiders expected to form a 
Palestinian government in 
Jericho, and about clashes with 
Palestinian police. 

Several have been con- 
fronted by police in downtown 
Jericho for carrying weapons, 
even though the autonomy 
agreement allows them to. 

Danny Gamliei, 32, a settler 
of Yemeni descent who speaks 
fluent Arabic, said he still runs 
errands in Jericho unarmed, 
unlike other settlers, but a 
recent rally by Islamic fun- 
damentalists there, combined 
with plans for the Palestinian 
police force to grow from 460 
to 2,600, have made Mr. Gam- 
liel nervous enough to apply 
for a gun license. 

Fanners such as Eyal Levy 
are having second thoughts ab- 
out staying. “We don’t know 
■ what tomorrow will bring,” he 
said. 

"We won’t fight if we are 
told to move, if they would tell 
us we could prepare,” said 
Dudu Bar, 32, of Naaran, a 
collective farm north of 
Naamah. “Right now I don’t 
know whether to invest more 
in my banana patch or not.” 

He said he was not con- 
cerned about a 20-minute con- 
frontation he had in Jericho 
with a policeman who tried to 
take away his pistol. 

But Bar may move to 
another collective farm inside 
Israel over the summer, he 
says. 

“I don't see any future 
here,” he said. 


Soldiers’ bodies needed 
to free Palestinian prisoners 


GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip 
(AFP) — Israel is prepared to 
release all the Palestinian pris- 
oners in return for the bodies 
of three Israeli soldiers killed - 
in the 1982 invasion of Leba- 
non, a Palestinian authority 
spokesman says. 

Freih Abu Middam, the new 
authority's “justice minister,” 
said that under the terms of the 
Israel-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) all the 
Palestinian prisoners were due 
to be released. 

“But there have been obsta- 
cles on the Israeli side and it’s 
no secret that they concern the 
bodies of the three Israelis' held 
by the Palestinians..” 

The three disappeared dur- 
ing the battle tor Sultan 
Yaakub in the eastern Bekaa 
Valley in July 1982. 

“Wien we have found them 
the problem of the Palestinian 
prisoners will be resolved,” 
Mr. Abu Middain said. He 
added the bodies had been 
buried during the fighting but 
only Khalil AI Wazir, killed in 
Tunis in 1988, and five others 
knew where. 

About 8,000 Palestinians are 
still being held in Israeli jails. 
Out of the 5,000 due to be 
released under the Israel-PLO 
autonomy accord signed in 
Cairo on May 4, some 1,700 
have been freed after giving a 
written pledge to renounce 
"terrorism and violence." 

Meanwhile the head of the 
new Palestinian police in the 
autonomous areas of Gaza and 
Jericho, Nasr Yussef. said the 
Palestinian authority would 
create between 30,000 to 
40.000 jobs. 

He said the authority needed 
to create the jobs “to serve the 
2.7 million Palestinians” in the 


Gaza Strip and the West Bank. 

He estimated the number 
would rise to 3.7 million with 
the return of Palestinians who 
fled the territories when they 
were seized by Israel in the 
1967 Middle East war. 

About 200 members of the 
Palestine Liberation Army 
were meanwhile left Tunis late 
Friday for Gaza on board a 
special flight, Palestinian 
sources said. They are due to 
join the new Palestinian police. 

It was the first large contin- 
gent of Palestinian exiles based 
m Tunis to return to the terri- 
tories vacated by Israel to be 
placed under Palestinian self- 
rule. 

The 158 who are officially 
part of the Palestine Liberation 
Army, the PLO's military arm, 
were mainly officials who had 
served for the last few years in 
the PLO’s various civilian de- 
partments. 

Some who had never worn a 
uniform seemed ill at ease in 
the green military fatigues 
offered by the Tunisian author- 
ities. 

The group included six * 
Palestinian journalists, some of 
whom will man the first bureau 
in Gaza of the Palestinian news 
agency WAFA. Others will 
join the Palestinian television 
service now under construc- 
tion. 

The contingent left for Cairo 
on a Tunisian aircraft char- 
tered by Saudi Arabia. The 
group will travel by bus from 
Cairo to the border and will 
cross over into Gaza at Rafah 
on Sunday. 

A Palestinian source said 20 
security agents trained in'Tuni- 
sia or in other countries had 
left Tunis since Thursday for 
the Gaza Strip and Jericho. 


Moroccan premier proposes consensus cabinet 

RABAT (R) — , Prime Minister-designate Abdul Latif Ftlafi 
h«g proposed that Moroccan political parties form a cabinet of 
national conseusus to the country’s main problems, an 
op pos i t i on leader said. AH Yata, secretary-general of the 
Party of Progress and Socialism (PPS), told Renters Mr. F ilah 
made die proposal on Thursday when be received him for 
consultations. “The prime minister believes that the solution 
of the main problems facing the country... demands coordin- 
ated efforts of all national patriotic forces. He proposes that 
the latter Conn a government of national consensus, ” Mr. Yata 
said. “He intends to wait three or four months to a t ta i n th is 
objective," he added. Mr. Filah was designated prime minister 
by King Hassan a week ago. He consulted the leaders of nine 
parties this week with a view to forming an interim govern- 
ment to be presented to parliament next week. Leaders of the 
main opposition parties, the Istiqlal and the Socialist Union of 
People’s Forces (USFP), said they were not invited to join a 
new cabinet to replace the government of non-party technoc- 
rats nam ed in November after legislative elections last 
summer. Mr. HlaH's proposal appeared to indicate that there 
would be no major change in me interim government to be 
formed next week and which would be a caretaker cabinet 
until the end of the summer. 

Indonesian toll on Ha] tops 500 

JAKARTA (R) — The annual Haj pilgrimage has claimed the 
lives of 506 Indonesian Muslims, mostly through illness or old 
age, the Antara news agency said on Saturday. Antara, * 
quoting religious ministry officials in Saudi Arabia, said some 
inAm^ aan pil grims had also died because of the intense heat. 

It was unclear if the figures inducted five Indonesians killed in 
a Haj stampede almost two weeks ago near Mecca. Up to 270 
pilgrime were killed in the stampede. On Thursday, Antara 
put the toll of Indonesian pilgrims at 459. Indonesia, 
home to the world's biggest Muslim population, sent 163,000 
pilgrims to tire Haj, np from 123,000 in 1993. In 1990, up to 
1,800 people were trifled in a stampede in a pedestrian tunnel 
at Mecca. More than 450 Indonesians were among the dead. 

Suspect charged with PICK membership 

PARIS (AFP) — A suspected militant of the separatist 
Kurdish Labour Party (PKK) has been charged with mem- 
bership in a “terrorist” organisation, judicial officials 
announced. Haam Gonul, alias Zana, 28, was arrested in the 
northeastern city of Metz Tuesday. PKK militants told 
investigators after a police swoop against Kurdish separatists 
in November that Mr. Gonul had been entrusted with 
collecting funds for die PKK in southwest France. Mr. Gonul 
has already been charged with blackmail. 

4 killed, 7 arrested in Egypt 

ASSIUT (R) — Four militants were kilted and four policemen 
were wounded in a shootout in southern Egypt on Friday,, 
police sources said. In a separate dash in the south, one 
policeman was hurt. The sources said the first incident 
occurred when a police force stormed an abandoned house in 
the v illag e of Hhna in Sohag province, 450 kilometres south of 
Cairo, used a hideout by the four wanted militants. The 
sources said the militante opened fire. They were killed daring 
the dash and the police commander, Hatem Hijazi, and three 
of his men were wounded in the dash. Hoy said the militants, ff^ 
were wanted for attacking trains carrying foreign tourists from 
upper Egypt to Cairo this year. In a second incident in the 
southern town of Al Badari, 330 kilometres south of Cairo, 
(me poHce officer was wounded in his leg when his force raided 
a militant hideout. Seven militants were arrested in the raid. 
Militants have stepped up their attacks against police, public 
figures and tourists over the past two years in their drive to 
oust tiie government and impose a strict Islamic state. More 
than 400 people have been killed in political violence in Egypt 
over the past two years. 

3 foreigners held In Turkey for drug smuggling 

ISTANBUL (R) — Turkish police have detained three foreign 
women in connection with an attempt to smuggle 800 grammes 
of heroin, the semi-official Anatolian agency reported. One 
woman was Nigerian and one Ghanaian, it said. A British 
consulate spokeswoman told Reuters the third woman was 
carrying forged documents identifying her as a British citizen 
but she had refused to reveal her true nationality, police 
refused comment on when the women were detained. 

Turkey, Israel negotiate free trade accord 

ISTANBUL (R) — Turkey and Israel hope to lay down the 
framework of a free trade agreement next month, the Israeli 
minister of economics and pfenning, Shimon Shetreet, said on 
Friday. Delegates from both countries were expected to meet 
again in fete July to discuss the accord, Mr. Shetreet was 
quoted as saying by Anatolia news agency. Mr. Shetreet, on a 
two-day visit to Turkey, is accompanied by 70 Israeli business- 
men seeking investment opportunities in Turkey’s defence, , 
security, transport and irrigation sectors. Turkish Minister of ' 
Economy Aykon Dogan told reporters after meeting the 
Israeli delegation that Turkey hoped to boost its exports to 
Israel, mainly in textiles and dried fruit. Trade between the 
two countries stood at $210 million last year. Mr. Dogan also 
said he was pleased with the number of Israeli tourists visiting 
Turkey this year, who bad helped boost Turkey’s foreign 
exchange revenue. Some 36,000 Israeli tourists visited Turkey 
in the first quarter of this year, a sixfold increase over the same 
penod last year. The number could reach 500,000 by the end 
of 1994, Israeli consular officials in Istanbul said. Turkey has 
become the number one holiday spot for Israelis in recent 
years. 
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Bulksdn s a p plietibytbe De pa it B M M tof 
Meteorology. 

Temperatures win gradually rise 
with winds northwesterly moderate. Id 
A qaba, wi n ds wiB be northerly moder- 
ate and seas calm. 

MWL/Max. temp. 

Amman 15/29 

Aqaba 23/35 

Deserts 13/31 

Jordan Vafley 21 /36 

Yesterd ay 's high temperatures: Am- 
man 26, Aqaba 33 Humidity reading*: 
Amman 28 per cent, Aqaba 25 per 
cent. 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Mdal Al Dableh 827195 

Dr. p~- — » Karadsbeh 759200 

Dr. Yahya Abdul Sahum 736072 

Dr. Cbszi Abu Sheikha 752405 

Finn pharmacy 661912 

Ferdaws pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nafroukh pharmacy - 623672 

Al Sdam pharmacy 636730 

Yaooub pharmacy ................ 64494S 

O m i wM i ii pharmacy 637660 

Nataxtjb pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 


DUUD: 

Dr. Ahmad Oami 

Aiquds pharmacy 


:::::: 8 


ZARQA: 

Dr. RandaShahu . 

Khahfefa pharmacy 


,995710 

,985417 


Food Control Centre .: 6371 II 

Civil Defence Department 6611 II 

Qvi] Defence lmmetfiate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue PoHce 192.621111,637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic PdBee 896390 

Pafalic Security Dcp af taan ... 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Whkjt and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Mnniapafity 

Complain ts 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas CaD< 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdafi Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Televisioa 773111 

Radio Jordan 774 1 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ...815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

nj Fhgbt Information 08-53200 

Oncen Afia Inti. Airport,,,... 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

KhaHdi Maternity. J. Amn ... 644281/6 
Akikh Maternity, J. Amu.... 642441/2 

J&bal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 664171/4 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-M lusher Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abash 666127/37 

Al-Ahli, AbdaU 664164/6 

Italian, AJ-Muhajrccn 777101/3 

AJ-Bashir.J. Ashrafieh 775111/26 

Army. Marka 89161 1/15 

Queen AH* Hospital 60224050 

Anal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

ZanjaGovt. He 
Zama National 1 

"ft™* j* 0 ?** ?. (09J986732 

Al Hfluna Modem Hospital (09)990990 

DUUD: 

Prince* Bans Hospad 
Greek Qnhoac Hospital 

Ihn Al Nafces Hospital (021247100 

AQABA : 

Princes Hays Hospital ,.,....(03)314111 


FOB THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

The mfomudoo is supplied by Kojml 
Jordanian (RJ) bdbmatioo dqurt- 
ineat at the Queen Aha Intemavianal 
Airport TeL (06)532006. where it 
shook! always be verified. 


tom Cairo (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

Anglia fTK 

1330 Aim Dhabi, Bahrain IGF 

14£5 Moscow (SU 

1M5 Larnaca(RJ 

2*20 - Cairo (MS' 

21:15 Beirut (ME 

2340 Istanbul fTA, 

01:25 Amsterdam l KL 


£3 ts=S£ 8 S 

HUM RABLHAY TRAM 


Dtp. 

Air. 

Air. 


■ &ti0ajBLemj Monday 
. 5:00p.a. every Monday 
... 7 JO a.BL every Sends? 
- 5.-00 pjo. every Snndn 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 



•5:38 


VMS ................ ...... Damascus 

•9-JO Jeddah 

lfc«0 Dubai, Abu Dhabi 

(0:15 r «wm 

■fete Bahrain. Doha 

IltOO Beirut 

17:15 Madrid 

i*«o .... New York. Amsterdam 

1*25 Paris 

18:25 Istanbul 

1*53 London 

1**0 Brussels. Geneva 

IWS Athens 

1*4* Frankfurt 

2 *» Vienna 

21:45 Rome 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

OMS Beirut (I 

SMS Frankfurt (I 

11:30 Aqaba. Rome (f 

1240 Vienna (I 

1240 Tunis, Casa Blanca (Rj) 

1230 .... Amsterdam, New York! 

£M0 Istanbul (RJ j 

!3e00 Athens | 

21:05 Riyadh! 

21:30 Jeddah j 

21s45 Damascus! , 

22:15 Aqaba. Cairo to) 

22£tS New Delhi <Rj) 

22s45 Singapore. Jakarta (RJ j 

2*00 Bangkok (RJ) 

29:15 Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

05:15 Aataba (TK) 

07:20 Rome (AZ) 

14&30 Doha. Bahrain (GFl 

IMS Moscow (SU) 

l&SS . — LarnancafCY) 


market races 

Uppex/krwer price in fib per kg. 

foPfe 550/650 

SS™*** 900/ 500 

Banana £g 0 

hngaaa g20 

180/100 

340/240 

S=ta*-=-ajs 

360 / 260 

240/160 

JJ^khiah 170/ i00 

400/200 
180/90 
380/ 240 
240/160 
320/230 
380/300 
760/600 


Orange 

P**jbe* aw w» 

S*-- 160/M 

watermelon 190 / 100 
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Home News 


Government forms panel to decide on pay raises 







AMMAN (J.T.) — The gov- 
ernment has formed a commit- 
lee to decide on raising civil 
wrvants salaries. Minister of 
; Information Jawad Anani, de- 
; dared yesterday. 

In a wide ranging press con- 
ference Mr. Anani held after a 
.Cabinet session that \.as 
chaired by His Majesty King 
Hussein, the minister said the 


King had instructed the 
Cabinet to improve the work- 
ing of the government 
bureaucracy and create an effi- 
cient climate for healthy invest- 
ment. 

News reports in the daily 
pre.-is yesterday said the gov- 
ernment of Prime Minister 
Abdul Safam Majali was about 
to approve a five per cent 


increase on the basic salaru s of 
civil servants and adjustment 
to cost of living allowances. 
The report said senior govern- 
ment officials would benefit 
from a 35 per cent increase in 
salaries. 

Dr. Majali earlier this year 
complained that his govern- 
ment could not raise funds to 
increase civil servants' pay. 


He, however tied any increase 
of salaries to Parliament's en- 
dorsement of the sales tax law. 
The law has since been passed 
and went into effect on Thurs- 
day. 

Civil servants last received a 
JD 15-20 raise in 1993. The 
average salary in government 
departments is JD 130 »a 
month. 


Media switch references to warring Yemeni forces 
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'% a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — A few days after 
they were criticised for their 
‘bias" coverage of the civil war 
in Yemen. Jordan’s official 
media have stopped referring 
to forces of southern Yemeni 
leader Ali Salem A1 Beidh as 
“secessionists.” 

While they are still calling 
loyalists of Yemeni President 
Ali Abdullah Saleh the -gov- 
ernment forces.” the media are 
now covering the activities and 
statements of the South Yeme- 
ni forces as those of the Yemen 
Socialist Party. 

The media were last week 


severely criticised by a group 
of journalists and writers for 
their “biased coverage" of the 
five-week dvil war in Yemen 
pining ihe forces of Mr. Saleh 
against those of Mr. Beidh 
amidst little chances for a deri- 
sive military victory for either 
side. 

In a letter to Minister of 
Information Jawad Al Anani. 
the group urged a reveiw of the 
media's policy in covering the 
Yemeni war and an end to its 
"encouragement of the illusion 
of a military solution" to the 
conflict in the Arabian Penin- 
sula country. 

This review seems to have 


taken place, said one observer. 

A seasoned political analyst 
who held a number of cabinet 
portfolios in the past said: "It 
was harsh to refer to the south- 
erners as secessionists and if 
this (position) has been recons- 
idered then it is a good thing." 

Jordan has repeatedly de- 
nied having taken sides in the 
Yemeni conflict, defending the 
media's reference to the war- 
ring parties as "government" 
and “secessionists" as factual 
statements because Aden 
seceded from the Yemeni re- 
public. 

Many, however, questioned 
this argument, emphasising 


that Jordan should be extreme- 
ly careful in maintaining its 
neutrality on the conflict be- 
cause of the large role it had 
played in mediating between 
Mr. Saleh and Mr. Beidh be- 
fore war erupted on May 4. 

The Kingdom has said it will 
not interfere in internal affairs 
of Yemen but stressed its sup- 
port for the integrity of Yemen 
and the unity of its people. 

"We should encourage the 
spirit of unity and invite the 
southerners to maintain it but 
we should be careful not to 
antagonise the south,” said the 
analyst, who demanded anony- 
mity. 


jtJ.N., Japanese specialists expected 
|to assist in environmental projects 


By Elia Nasrallah 
; Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
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AMMAN — A team from the 
United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP) is due 
here this month to follow tip on 
details concerning the prop- 
osed green belt project to stem 
desertification on the eastern 
fringes of Jordan, according to 
Saleh Ai Sharee', director of 
the Environment Department 
at the Ministry of Maniapal 
and Rural Affairs and the En- 
vironment. 

“The UNEP has promised 
us nearly $6.5 million to help 
Jordan cany oat die green ben 
project, for which the depart- 
ment has prepared detailed 
studies,” Dr. Sharee’ told the 
Jordan Times Saturday. 

According to the plan, a 


fi ve-kilom e ere- wide green belt 
of trees, shrubs and other 
vegetation will be set up along 
a 330- kilometre stretch from 
the north to the south of Jor- 
dan, In order to stem the en- 
croachment of desert land 
westerwards, said Dr. Sharee'. 

Another UNEP team is also 
expected here this month to 
examine the department’s de- 
tailed stndy on a biodiversity 
programme concerning the va- 
rious living creatures and 
plants in the Kingdom. 

It is hoped that UNEP 
would provide Jordan with 
financial assistance to help in 
the process of preserving en- 
dangered species and those 
threatened with extinction, Dr. 
Sharee' added. 

He also announced that a 
team from JICA (Japan Intel? 


national Cooperation Agency) 
will arrive here this month to 
study a department plan de- 
signed to organise the process 
of garbage disposal in the 
country. 


“We have prepared a plan 
for organising the process of 
garbage disposal in various re- 
gions, and we were promised 
some $8 million in a grant from 
JICA to help implement the 
project over two years, said 
Dr. Sharee*. 


He said that JICA will be 
providing the assistance in the 
form of expertise and equip- 
ment required for the project. 

Dr. Sharee’, who was speak- 
ing on the eve of World En- 
vironment Day, said that his 
department was keen on the 
implementation of the Nation- 


al Environment Strategy which 
was launched by His Majesty 
King Hussein in March of 
1992. 

“This year we are observing 
World Environment Day 
under the theme “One Land ■A- 
One Family,” in order to 
emphasise the importance of 
contributions on the part of 
Jordanian families to ensuring 
a safe and sustainable environ- 
ment in Jordan,” said Dr. 
Sharee’ 

According to the depart- 
ment, its officials continually 
monitor the situation in and 
around the 21 main garbage 
dumps in Jordan and the func- 
tioning of the waste water 
treatment plants, as well as 
conduct studies on means of 
combating industrial and agri- 
cultural pollution. 


Course opens on water quality monitoring 


fMinistry prepares regulations to ensure safe water 
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AMMAN (J.T) — The Health 
Ministry is pre pa ring new wa- 
ter quality and water resources 
regulations to ensure safe pot- 
able water for domestic use, 
inducting the intensive mea- 
sures started Saturday to moni- 
tor the water quality of water- 
tankers, according to Health 
Minister Abdul Rahim 
Malhas. 

Addressing the opening ses- 
sion of a two- week seminar 
entitled “Regional Training 
Course on Global Environ- 
mental Monitoring Systems for 
Water Quality,” which opened 
in Amman Saturday, Dr. 
Malhas complained that all the 
available water resources in 
Jordan are continually exposed 
to some degree of pollution, 
particularly through industrial 
and agricultural activities. 

The World Health Organisa- 
tion (WHO) is organising the 
seminar at the WHO-affiliated 


Centre for Environmental 
Health Activities (CEHA) 
.with the participation of spe- 
cialists from nine different 
countries induding Jordan, 
according to a CEHA official. 

The participants are discus- 
sing issues related to water 
qusuity and monitoring and 
controlling water resources 
through continual laboratory 
testing and the continued con- 
trol of underground water re- 
sources, said the official. 

Jordan, like many countries 
■in the Middle East, suffers 
from saerce water resources 
which are needed for socio- 
economic development; and 
like the other countries. Jor- 
dan is fadng a growing demand 
for water as a result of popula- 
tion growth and expansion in 
economic and industrial pro- 
jects, said Dr. Malhas in his 
keynote address. 

Expressing a pp red ali on to 


WHO for organising the semi- 
nar in Amman, the minister 
stressed that the Health Minis- 
try continues to take every 
precautionary measure to en- 
sure the protection of the 
meagre water resources in the 
Kingdom. 


In his message to the meet- 
ing, Hussein Jazairi, WHO re- 
gional director, drew the audi- 
ence’s attention to the need to 
end unorthodox agricultural 
practices, which entail exces- 
sive use of chemical substances 
and pestiddes, because, be 
said, they tend to pollute die 
underground water resources 
and increase water salinity 
levels. 


Also, the rapid population 
growth in the countries of the 
region has led to a retreat in 
the level of water quality in 
rivers, lakes, dams and aquif- 
ers, creating a genuine chal- 


lenge to people living in this 
region, said Dr. Jazairi in his 
message, read on his behalf by 
Mohammad Sheikh, CEHA 
director in Amman. 

Several working papers to be 
reviewed at the meeting, in- 
ducting two from Jordan, deal 
with water quality, guarantees 
for good quality water for 
domestic use, treatment of 
saline water found under- 
ground and recycling of treated 
water, among other topics. 

According to the CEHA 
official, the participants will 
visit the reservoir behind the 
King Talal Dam, the largest 
dam in the Kingdom, and con- 
duct several biological tests on 
its water, as well as inspect the 
water areas in the Zarqa basin. 

Representatives of United 
Nations organisations operat- 
ing in Jordan and concerned 
government ministries 
attended the opening session. 
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A recital spanning centuries 


By Jean-CIaude Elias 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — British musi- 
cians Anna Williams and 
Jonathan Mallalieu are pre- 
senting a concert of selected 
works spanning 500 years, 
from the 16th to 20th century 
at the Royal Cultural Centre 
(RCC) tonight. 

Mr. Mallalieu on piano and 
viola, and Ms. Williams on 
oboe, piano, and bass viol are 
talented, complementary 


performers. 

They graduated from Ox- 
ford University and Bristol 
University respectively and 
share a wide experience of 
music. They are current 
members of the orchestra of 
the National Music Con- 
servatory — Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation who are present- 
ing the event. 

Just reading the program- 
me they have prepared for 
Sunday’s concert would make 
any music lover eager to be 


there. 

A Hungarian dance' by- 
Brahms, a sonata by J-S 
Bach, another by Glinka, a 
romance by Schumann and 
’’Divisions on Greens- 
leeves." an anonymous but 
famous 16rh century tune. 

The most unexpected piece 
however, is the “Blue Rondo 
A La Turk” by the celebrated 
American jazz pianist Dave 
Brubeck. 

Taken from Brubeck's 
milestone album "Time Out" 


some 35 years ago, the com- 
position, based on a Turkish 
folk rhythm bears an original 
pattern of compound time 
signature. One of Brubeck's 
masterpieces, it has every- 
thing to satisfy the most de- 
manding ears: the fascinating 
theme, the exotic rhythm, the 
fine harmonies and the defi- 
nite, traditional jazz spirit. 

With the prospect of such a 
wide palette, the recital 
should be one of the most 
entertaining of the season. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Minister leaves for ILO meeting 


AMMAN (Petra) — Labour Minister Khaled Ghzawi left for 
Geneva Saturday to attend the 81st meeting of the Interna- 
tional Labour Organisation (ILO). The minister, who is 
accompanied by a delegation representing the government, as 
well as employers and employees in Jordan will deliver the 
Kingdom’s address at the meeting and will hold talks with 
heats of Arab delegations. 


outlined the chamber's role in promoting the national eco- 
nomy. Mr. Murad also briefed the visitors on Jordan’s 
economic difficulties resulting from the Gulf crisis. 


Exhibit opens in Irbid 


Zarqa opens ombudsman office 


ZARQA (Petra) — Zarqa Governor Misleh Tarawneh Satur- 
day announced the opening of a special ombudsman office to 
receive and deal with public complaints. Mr. Tarawneh said 
that the office also will welcome proposals by the public to 
develop municipal services. 


IRBID (Petra) — Ministry of Social Development Secretary 
General Suleiman Rousan Saturday opened an annua! exhibi- 
tion displaying items by handicapped students in the Irbid 
region. The students, who are all taking training at rehabilita- 
tion centres, are displaying works in woodwork, garments, 
upholstery embroideries and bamboo furniture. The exhibi- 
tion will last four days. 


Ports director leaves for Cairo meeting 


U.S. scholars visit chamber of commerce 


AMMAN (Petra) — A group representing teachers of U.S. 
universities, led by Fuad Suleiman, Saturday visited the 


Amman Chamber of Commerce and met Haidar Murad, who 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan Ports Corporation Director 
Dureid Mahasneh Saturday left for Cairo to take part in the 
joint Jordanian-Egyptian Transport Committee meeting which 
is due to start Sunday. The three-day meeting covers the 
performance of the Aqaba-Nweibeh maritime ferry service 
and the implementation of the committee's earlier decisions 
and recommendations. 
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Medical team returns from Yemen 

‘Unstrategic location’ makes providing care difficult 


By Natasha Bukhari 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 


AMMAN — Only a fully 
equipped medical team can 
offer help to the wounded in 
Yemen’s war, said Ishaq Mara- 
qa, head of the Jordanian 
Medical Association (JMA), in 
explaining why a Jordanian 
medical mission returned last 
Sunday, soon after it went to 
the divided country. 

In an interview with the Jor- 
dan Times Saturday, Dr. 
Maraqa said the team of doc- 
tors sent by the JMA following 
the outbreak of dvil war in 
Yemen was unable to provide 
proper medical attention to 
any war casualties because of 
the “unstrategic location” of 
the team situated in an area in 
Sanaa 350 kilometres away 
from the battle front. 

He added that transporta- 
tion facilities were very pooV, 
and that no effort was exerted 


by the parties concerned to 
transport emergency cases to 
hospitals. 

“Your doctors were hand- 
ling dvil injuries rather than 
military cases,” said Dr. Mara- 
qa, adding that most hospitals 
in Sanaa were evacuated, 
which created difficulties for 
the team in terms of medical 
facilities. 

He said that in the absence 
of a folly staffed medical team, 
including nurses and techni- 
cians, it was impossible for 
doctors to be of any benefit to 
the war casualties. 

“What's the use of surgeons 
if they cannot use operating 
rooms?" he said, ejqjlainmg 
that most staff in hospitals had 
fled the capital and that hospit- 
als' foreign staff, who were a 
majority, had been evacuated. 

Saying that the situation in 
Yemen was very bad. Dr. 
Maraqa expressed the JMA’s 
willingness to cooperate with 


the Ministry of Health in pre- 
paring a fully equipped team of 
doctors, nurses, anaesthetists 
and technicians to be sent to 
Yemen. 

According to the doctor, 
such a team could occupy one 
of the evacuated hospitals 
“such as the Palestinian Red 
Cross Hospital which was 
evacuated as its staff had 
moved to Gaza and Jericho 
after the signing of the Cairo 
agreement," be added. 

Although both northern and 
southern sides in Yemen 
accepted U.N. Security Coun- 
cil resolution 924 calling for a 
ceasefire, bloodshed in the 
war-stricken country is on the 
increase, according to the 
latest news reports. 

Political and diplomatic 
sources in Sanaa said the 
northern government has sent 
fresh- troops to fronts around 
Aden, while southerners con- 
tinued their air attacks on 



Ishaq Maraqa 

northern forces. 

Dr. Maraqa said that despite 
the warm welcome the JMA 
received by Yemenis, their 
presence was met with -uneasi- 
ness by local doctors, who 
were automatically sent to the 
warring fronts in the presence 
of the Jordanian delegation. 


WHAT’S 

GOING 

ON 


The following listings are 
compiled from monthly bul- 
letins and the daily Arabic 
press. Readers are advised to 
verify the listed time and 
place with the concerned in- 
stitutions. 


FILMS 


* Chinese film entitled “The 
Producer of Sesame CHI’* 
at Abdul Hanwrf Shomau 
Foundation in Jabal Am- 
man at 7'JO p.m. 

☆ Film entitled “The Fish 
That Saved Pittsburgh” at 
the American Center at 
.5:00 p.m. (104 minutes). 


MUSIC RECITAL 

"it “Recital Of Music From 


Five Centuries” by Anna 
W illiams and Jonathan 
MaDalien at die Royal 
Cultural Centre/maia 
.theatre at &60 pan, .. . . 


LECTURE 

'if Lecture in Arabic on 
cinema by critic Hassan 
Atm Ghanimeh at the 
Phoenix Gallery for Art 
and Culture at 7:30 p.m. 
(Tel. 695291). 


EXHIBITIONS 


■ft Exhibition of paintings by 
Fatima Et-Heiu at Goethe- 
InstitaL 


■ft Ceramics exhibition by 
artist Hnda Qassem at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 
ft Art exhibition of Chinese 
paintings at Abdnl 
FJamrfH Shuman Founda- 
tion in Jabal Amman. 


ft Photography exhibit enti- 
tled “Faces oT Jordan” at 
the American Center. 


☆ Exhibition by artist lsara 
Tania wi at Balqa Art Gal- 
lery in Fnfaeis (Tel. 
720677). 


ft Exhibition by artist A beer 
Rawab at the Royal Cultu- 
ral Centre. 


■sir Exhibition of photographs 
of “The Living Dead Sea” 
by Paula Williams-Brown 
at The GaHery of the Hotel 
Jordan In ter. Continental. 


ft Exhibition by 46 artists 
entitled “He, Bon jour 
Monsieur La Fotaine” at 
the French Cultural Cen- 
tre. 



ADMINISTRATIVE COOPERATION: Royal 
Scientific Society (RSS) President Hani 
Mnlki and Housing and Urban Develop- 
ment Department (HUDD) Director Yousef 
Hiyasat Saturday sign an agreement where- 
by RSS will provide consultative and tech- 
nical services to HUDD and computerise its 
various administrative functions. Mr. 


Hiyasat said that the accord calls for the 
RSS to offer his staff lectures on computer 
work and to help recruit teams to work at 
the computer unit. He said other services 
under the agreement include providing re- 
commendations concerning the depart- 
ment’s administrative needs and future 
expansion programmes (Petra photo) 


I4th Arab Children’s Congress 
to introduce new elements 


By Elia Nasrallah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Three elements 
to be introduced into this 
year's 14th Arab Children’s 
Congress are expected to 
further project the objectives 
of the annual function which 
is organised and sponsored 
by the Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation (NHF). 

Lina Tell, director of the 
programme for this year said 
that the 14rh congress will be 
organised under the theme 
“The Role of the Family in 
Promoting Common Arab 
Culture." and will truly aim 
at achieving this goal. 

Unlike the previous 
events, the first • w aspect of 
the formal opi.iing at the 
Royal Cultural Centre 
(RCC). which will be 
attended by Her Majesty 
Queen Noor, entails foikloric 
dances and poetry readings 
depicting the traditional cultures of 
the various participat- 
ing Arab countries, in addi- 
tion to other regular prog- 
rammes of singing perform- 
ances. Ms. Tell told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

The second new element in 
this year's programme is the 
transmission via the Arab 
satellite channel of the va- 


rious children's -.ctivities and 
visits during the July 17-22 
congress in order to highlight 
this annual event before the 
entire Arab World and 
beyond, Ms. Tell said. 

Bui the most significant 
development this year is the 
inclusion of a two-day work- 
shop which will involve the 
participating children in va- 
rious arts such as painting, 
acting and poetry reading. 

"We have enlisted the help 
of local Jordanian poets to 
recite before the children and- 
also the help of the Haya 
Arts Centre to provide the 
facilities for the children's 
other workshop activities 
which will he conducted 
under the supervision of 
NHF specialists." said Ms. 
Tell. 

The theme of the children’s 
activities during the work- 
shop will be to highlight the 
cohesion among Arab fami- 
lies and to project family 
values and the strong rela- 
tionship among the members 
of the same family, she 
added. 

During this year, which has 
been dedicated as the inter- 
national year of the family, 
we want to show the world 
that cohesion within the Arab 
family has helped it to with- 


stand the numerous tragedies 
and disasters that continue to 
haunt the Arab World, Ms. 
Tell stressed. 

Initiated by Queen Noor 
after the 1980 Arab summit 
in Amman, the event brings 
together children from va- 
rious parts of the Arab World 
in a programme of cultural 
activities, discussions and 
visits ro historical sites and 
development projects in the 
Kingdom. 

"We sent out invitations 
for children from all Arab 
states, and by mid-June we 
expect the replies so that we 
can make arrangements for 
the participating youth to 
attend the congress' activi- 
ties," said Ms. Tell. 

She explained that the chil- 
dren range in age between 10 
and 15. and the congress 
usually invites four children 
from each Arab state, accom- 
panied by a female super- 
visor. 

Through their shared ex- 
periences during their stay 
here, and during their travel 
around the country, the chil- 
dren leant new skills and 
come to know more about 
Jordan, its people and history 
as well as its relationship with 
the other Arab countries, 
said Ms. Tell. 


Workshop to open on business promotion 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Cen- 
tre for Development Services 
(CDS) under the co- 
sponsership of the Near East 
Foundation/Jordan (NEF) 
and the Regional Centre on 
Agrarian Reform and Rural 
Development for the Near 
East (CARDNE) today open 
a regional workshop on the 
design and management of 
businesss promotion prog- 
rammes within the context of 
local and rural development. 

The workshop will take 


place in Amman through 
June 23. A total of 35 partici- 
pants from Egypt, Iraq, Jor- 
dan, Lebanon, Oman. Pales- 
tine and Sudan will attend the 
workshop. 


The training will stress ac- 
tive learning, and trainees 
will take part in field exer- 
cises and learning projects. 
They will also prepare re- 
ports and presentations deal- 
ing with issues in the course 
or faced by them in their 


work. 

The course will crystallize 
and articulate the experience 
of both trainees and trainers 
from their actual practice of 
business promotion in the 
Middle East. 

Training materia! will 
address issues of local econo- 
mic development, strategies 
for business promotion and 
small business finance. 

The training will include 
several field trips to local 
communities to understand 


factors affecting the economy 
of those areas, to small busi- 
ness sectors, and to sites 
where public agencies or non- 
.organisations 
(NGOs) are implementing 
small business programme. 

Reports and recommenda- 
tions will follow each field 

tnp. 

During the final ceremony, 
certificates will be distributed 
to the participants at the end 
of the training course. 


Save water . . . every 

drop counts! 
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Raid against peace 

BY RENEWING massive a ttacks against 
Hizbollah bases in Lebanon, Israel may be 
attempting to put pressure on the Syrians, 
but it is endangering the whole peace effort 
in the process. Targetting Hizbollah fight- 
ers will not strengthen Syria’s hand in its 
pursuit of peace; rather, the attacks will 
give ammunition to hardliners not only in 
Syria and Lebanon, but also in the Palesti- 
nian camp and in the Arab World in 
general, to press the armed struggle against 
Israel. By revoking the so-called Katyusha 
truce with HizboDah and by massacring its 
fighters, the Israelis risk an escalation in 
South Lebanon that will only make the 
prospect of Syria relenting to American and 
international pressures ever weaker. 

Israel might want to remind Syria and 
the Arab and Muslim worlds that Its army 
can settle on the ground what its policies 
cannot attain in the corridors of diplomacy. 
But that also will be a reminder to the 
Arabs and Muslims that whether in war or 
in peace, or in between as the case is, 
Israel’s ultimate answer wifi always be its 
brutal and bloody use of formidable force. 

For one thing, Lebanon, a country that 
had to take the brant of so many scars in the 
last 20 years, should not and need not be 
used in the regional struggle for supremacy 
whether between Israel and Syria or be- 
tween Israel and Iran. The Lebanese have 
endured 15 years of dvfl war fought on 
behalf of all the powers, big and small, 
regional and international. The country is 
trying to rise from the ashes of a bloody war 
that left hundreds of thousands dead and 
most of the country in ruins. 

The latest attack against Lebanon, in 
which up to 50 people and dozens more 
were injured, can hardly be seen to go along 
with the Israeli leadership’s commitment to 
peace. Like the Palestinian people, the 
Lebanese can only look at Israel as an 
occupying power leaving them just one 
choice: to sympathise with the resistance 
fighters of Hizbollah. 

Now that Hizbollah has threatened to 
avenge the Israeli massacre and Israel 
moving troops into South Lebanon, the 
conflict can only escalate and could draw 
Syria and other regional powers into the 
fray. It could even torpedo whatever prog- 
ress that has been achieved on the 
Palestinian-Israeli front. Whether Israel 
has been supported in its actions by the U.S. 
or not, Syria cannot be expected to give in 
to the threat of Israeli guns. Damascus and 
Beirut, on the other hand, will themselves 
want to restrain Hizbollah if and when 
Israel implements U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 425 and pulls out of South 
Lebanon. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

HAD THE attackers on the Hizbollah base in eastern 
Lebanon been other than Israelis, the Western nations would 
have raised the hue and cry over the matter and would have 
demanded an international action, said Al Ra’idaily Saturday. 
But unfortunately, the perpetrators of this crime against the 
Arab youths have escaped even words of condemnation on the 
part of the world community in general and the U.S.-Western 
alliance in particular, said the paper. The raid on the base, 
which followed the kidnapping of a Hizbollah leader, reflects 
the Zionists’ lust for blood and proves that the Jewish 'state 
continues to hold on to its evil nature, added the paper. The 
raid and the kidnapping, continued the daily, is a proof of 
Israel’s disregard for, the peace process and its desire to keep 
its northern neighbour continually embroiled in internal strife. 

A COLUMNIST in At Ra’i daily Saturday called attention to 
the danger facing motorists on the road leading to the Traffic 
and Vehicles Licencing Department, demanding that traffic 
Police be assigned to that highway to ensure the safety of the 
neooles Nazih said that many travellers on that road are just 
EaJIine to drive and they are confronted by a flood of traffic 
Sons the Amman-Zarqa highway, which they have to cross in 
order to reach their destination. The writer said that there is j 
ft control over the traffic situation in that area. Any delay in j 
T kina the necessary measures to reduce the risk of further 
t a*idents on that road is bound to cost the country more 
■nocent lives and a great deal of material losses. 


OPTIMISM AND pessimism are both deviations from reality, 
one direction or another. The actual outcome of events is not 
supposed to be influenced by optimistic or pessimistic expecta- 
tions. However, in die economic field in particular, optimism ' 
and pessimism are self-fulfilling prophecies. Optimism, on one 
hand, leads to more investments and higher economic activity 
in expectation of prosperity and profitability. Pessimism, on 
the other hand, causes contraction and may lead to freezing or 
postponement of planned economic activities in expectation of 
slowdown, recession and losses. 

Some of our Jordanian citizens are addicted to pessimism 
under all circumstances, especially in an environment of 
uncertainty, as the case is now, in the current liquid and 
transitional situation. I would rather leave those addicted 
citizens to enjoy their addiction, and to expect the worse as 
they may please. They may be left to cry in advance in 
anticipation of the coming disasters which are the sheer 
creation of their own unfounded fears. But leaving pessimism 
to take its course, and the spread of pessimism may realise 
itself, unless faced by the facts. 

As an example, they claim that Jordan is currently suffering 
from a severe trade slowdown which may get deeper with 
time. I hope this is true, because it means lower level of 
consumption, less imports, saving foreign exchange, reduction 
in the trade deficit arid consequently reduction in the deficit of 
the balance of payments. However, official statistics indicate 
that the volume of imports during January 1994 was a solid 14 
per cent larger than the same month of 1993. Exports, on the 
other hand, showed a phenomenal growth of over 30 per cent. 
This is by no means an indicator of recession. The number of 
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shopkeepers in the quarters of Amman and Zarqa may have 
doubled during the past two years, therefore the sales of each 
shop may have dropped, but this is not an indication that the 
country, as a whole, have less trade. There is definitely a bad 
choice of economic activity by many people, who settled for an 
easy job that suits lazy individuals who prefer to open a shop in 
Amman or grow tomato in the Jordan Valley. 

They also complain that the prices of shares in Amman 
stock exchange are in decline. This is true. The share price 
index lost S per cent In the first five months of 1994. But the 
prices in all financial markets witness ups and downs. If prices 
continue to rise, they will reach unrealistic high levels. The 
current decline is quite moderate, it can be a technical 
correction. Most likely, it is the result of negative expectations 
which led to more sell-orders which naturally led to lower 
prices. The mediocre speculators are simply taking the wrong 
position and thus inflicting losses on themselves and punish 
themselves in the process, but there is absolutely nothing 
serious in the economy that justifies such negative expecta- 
tions. If anything, some Jordanian companies will soon have a 
lucrative market in the West Bank, but that must be a reason 
for their share prices to rise. 

As far as the impending peace is concerned, the economic 
experts all over the world expect prosperity in the Middle 
East. Only our own so-called-experts tend to expect the worse 
if we have war, or jpeace or no war and no peace. 

The real or perceived slowdown m certain sectors of the 
Jordanian economy was caused by the pessimists, but this 
gives the optimists a valuable opportunity to acquire what they 
want at reduced prices. 



The shattering of an illusion 


Afghanistan no 
salient model for 


longer inspires a 
Islamic revolution 


By Grant M. Farr 

IN LATE April a United 
Nations's Peace Mission vi- 
sited" the various actions now 
fighting in Kabul in (he hope 
of finding a formula that 
would bring peace to Afgha- 
nistan. Its chances seem slim 
as the fighting in Kabul for 
the control of Afghanistan 
has intensified since Decem- 
ber. resulting in thousands 
killed, over a quarter of a 
million displaced and home- 
less, the city in ruins and no 
peace in sight. What was 
once a Muslim "jihad" has 
degenerated into a sectarian 
conflict almost along ethnic 
lines, with the Pushtuns. led 
by Prime Minister Hekmaty- 
ar. uniting with the Uzbeks, 
led by General Dostum, to 
fight the Tajiks of President 
Rabbani and Defence Minis- 
ter Ahmad Shah Masood. 
with the Shiite militias wait- 
ing on the sidelines. 

The Afghan Mujahedeen 
factions now vying for power 
in Kabul have been unable to 
form a stable national gov- 
ernment, despite having led a 
successful war of liberation, 
and have not offered a viable 
Islamic alternative for gov- 
erning Afganisian. As a re- 
sult many Afghans are turn- 
ing against the Islamic groups 
and are seeking other 
alternatives. The situation is 
now a disaster, with Afghans 
killing Afghans. Muslims kill- 
ing Muslims. What has gone 
wrong and what has hap- 
pened to the Islamic front? 

At times, early in the re- 
sistance war. Western obser- 
vers underestimated the abil- 
ity of the Islamic parties to 
provide inspiration, motiva- 
tion and organisation to the 
guerrilla war of resistance 
against the Communist gov- 
ernment and the Soviet 
occupation. Yet Western 
analysts also overestimated 
the ability of the Mujahedeen 
to forge a political consensus 
in Afghanistan and to draw 
support from the Afghan 
population. This faulty analy- 
sis was. in pan. because 
Western scholars failed to 
understand what motivated 


Afghans to wage war against 
the various Marxist govern- 
ments and the Soviet occu- 
piers. Specifically, it was 
assumed that the Afghan re- 
sistance war was largely 
ideological: Islamic fun- 
damentalist opposition to 
Communism. In fact, 
Afghans fought the war 
largely for specific and paroc- 
hial reasons, with local vil- 
lages, valleys, regions or trib- 
al groups taking up the fight 
when the government inter- 
fered in local political or eco- 
nomic arenas. 

The Afghan war of resist- 
ance came to take on an 
Islamic appearance with the 
Islamic parties controlling the 
access to arms and supplies, 
and assuming leadership 
positions among the Mujahe- 
deen as the war progressed. 
However, early in the war. in 
the late 1970s and the early 
1980s. there were many re- 
sistance groups in addition to 
the Islamist parties compet- 
ing for leadership of the re- 
sistance and for international 
support. These included 
groups with various leftist 
orientations, as well as sever- 
al groups representing ethnic 
or sectarian political ambi- 
tions. The Islamic groups 
gained he g e mony over the re- 
sistance because of the deci- 
sion by Pakistan to recognise 
only six, eventually seven, 
groups of an Islamic nature: 
those with orientations con- 
sistent wirh the views of the 
government of Pakistan at 
that time. Of these six 
groups, three were "tradi- 
tionalist" and three fun- 
damentalist. These six groups 
did it''* nere««^rily 
the best or strongest political 
options, nor were they 
selected because they had tbe best 
leaders or the proven support 
of the Afghan people. 

An Islamic face 

As a result, the focus on 
the Islamic nature of the re- 
sistance masked much of the 
regional, ethnic and local 
reasons that caused Afghans 
to fight the government. The 


resistance was mostly a local 
affair, in which local people 
fought, or fled, because of 
local concerns and grie- 
vances. The first rebellion 
against the government of 
Nur Mohammad Taraki took 
place in June 1978 before the 
advent of the governmental 
reform programmes and at a 
time when the Marxist nature 
of the new regime uncertain. 
It cannot be argued, there- 
fore, that the uprising was in 
the beginning motivated by 
anti-Marxist or fundamental- 
ist sentiment. 

Therefore, while it is true 
thataa Islamic ideology even- 
tually became dominant in 
the resistance movement, the 
resistance grew out of local 
concerns. As a result, as the 
war progressed, there were 
growing tensions between the 
official Islamic groups in 
Peshawar and the comman- 
ders in the field in Afghanis- 
tan. who saw the war quite 
differently and had different 
goals. These differences are 
now making the development 
of a unified government elu- 
sive. Rather than unite the, 
country, as many had hoped, 
an Islamic face papered over 
regional, tribal and ethnic 
differences that were always 
there just below the surface. 

Finally, there is little that is 
"Islamic" in the actions or 
proposals of the present gov- 
ernment in Kabul, except for 
a general idea that the coun- 
try should be governed by 
Shari'a. Most proposals for 
resolving the presenr impasse 
call for the return to tribal 
custom by holding a Loya 
Jirga (a grand tribal assem- 
bly). or for internationally 
sanctioned elections to create 
a national assembly to write a 
constitution. 

Impact on regional 
stability 

The Afghan situation will 
remain highly unstable for 
some time to jebme. Many 
Afghans now seek an alterna- 
tive. although it is not clear 
what that might be. Calls for 
the return of the king or 
Afghan leaders from pre- 


vious periods, mostly before 
1973, have been made but 
these seem remote possibili- 
ties. It is more likely that 
leadership will emerge from 
within Afghanistan from 
among those who have 
avoided being contaminated 
from the current debacle. 

Afghanistan can no longer 
be said to be a salient model 
for Islamic revolution. Most 
Muslims from other coun- 
tries. including the U.S.. who 
came to Afghanistan to par- 
ticipate in the war, have now 
left, or are leaving. Their 
return has already begun to 
have a destabilising impact 
on countries such as Algeria 
and Egypt. 

Both Pakistan and Iran, wide 
still actively involved in the 
political situation in Kabul, 
are trying to distance them- 
selves from the Afghan situa- 
tion. The new influx of urban 
refugees from Kabul into 
Pakistan will continue to cre- 
ate internal problems for the 
government, even if the 
problem is largely one of 
perception. Actually, over 
1.5 million Afghans have re- 
turned to Afghanistan from 
Pakistan since 1992. so that 
the number of Afghans in 
Pakistan has been dramati- 
cally reduced. 

Finally, the lesson from 
Afghanistan is that Islamic 
movements are often man- 
ifestations of more basic hu- 
man problems and conflicts. 
When confronted with a rep- 
ressive government and a 
foreign occupation, the peo- 
ple of Afghanistan created a 
successful war of resistance 
that came to take on an Isla- 
mic appearance. With the fall 
of the Marxist government 
and the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, the Islamic ideology 
no longer provides a force 
adequate to hold the country 
together and more fun- 
damental social concerns and 
conflicts reemerge. 

Dr. Farr is director of the j 
Middle East Studies Centre, j 
Portland State ’University. 
The article is reprinted From 
Middle East International. 


— LETTERS 
Peace in the making 

WHILE STUDYING 

versity’s Centre tar watched as 

SET occasionally round up Pa lestini an 
taTvfllage below onr centre m order to 
SSE.SS Palestinian flag from tel epho ne wore 

tension that prevailed 

other situations. kraeU 1 ^^ 
of Americans speaking Arabic whenever ™ 
MC^SftOTltSeApoints 

or elsewhere in onr travels, and many Palestinians were 
suspicious of our motivations for 

and attempting to befriend them , as weU. Of® 0 *™* * 

was in^tebte that we would make 

But it was always easier for us to 

understand the pain of the Arabs, whose culture we tod 

studied and with whom we could communicate m them 

I left Jerusalem in the summer of 1989 with the general 
impression that people were ready for peac e. Fro m the 
tnamT^cussions I had had with both IsraeUsasid 
Palestinians, I sensed that longstanding animosities 
between Arab and Jew had been put aside m most of 
then- minds. But I was pessimistic about peace. 1 did not 
believe that the status quo would give in easily to the 
p ^an g p that so many so obviously hungered For. 

Recently,- 1 returned to Jerusalem for the first time m 
five years. As we passed through Jericho en route, I was 
gratified to see dozens of red, white, green and Mack 
na g* fluttering in the brefeze throughout the picturesque 
village. “Last week South Africa, this week J ericho ” 
read a hang in g from the municipality. And written 
in bright red Arabic script on the side of a stone wall, 
Ma tting out the gr a ffi ti and the political messages were 
the following words: “Palestinian Policemen, Welcome 
to Jericho!’' All along the road into town, people sat in 
groups, hoping to have an opportunity to greet the first 
i-nuri n gMit of Palestinian policemen who were scheduled 
to cross the bridge into Jericho later that day. A sm a ll 
track paaserf hark «nd forth along the route, Palestinian 
fla gs proudly displayed from the top of the cab. We 
stopped in front of the first store we came to after 
entering town and asked a group of men sitting outride 
how they frit about what was happening. “In the seven 
years since the outbreak of the Intifada, not once have we 
had any problems here in Jericho,” said one in a gruff 
voice. “So what do we need policemen for? They’re not 
for ns. They’re to placate the Israelis.” Tbe others 
heartily agreed, bat I could detect a nervous excitement 
in their eyes and in their animated chatter. 

Others were less able or less willing to hide their 
anticipation. A taxi driver told ns be had 10 children 
whose future looked just a little more secure today. 
Another assured us that this was a great day for Jericho. 
And one look into the faces of passers-by was enough to 
convince me that most of the inhabitants felt the same . 
| way. 

Three days later, as we passed through again on our 
way back to Jordan, we watched hordes of ecstatic 
people crowd around uniformed men, eager to become 
acquainted with these exiles who had returned to serve 
their homeland. I was slightly nervous to observe one of 
these poficemen swaggering around with hfc K»|fathni^n v 
hanging from his arm with wh${ I assumed toT&ie a live 
ammunition dip inserted into tSe hold. But it occurred to 
me that setf-ruk would not come without incident. 
Mistakes win be made and hard lessons will be learned. 
But nothing of any consequence ever happens unless (me 
is willing to take rsks. Both Palestinians and Israelis 
know that a change is badly needed. I only hope they will 
recognise the necessity of taking full advantage of the 
current situation in order to bring about th at change. 

In a recent interview with Newsweek, Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin stated that the abandonment of 
the settlements is not and will not become a matter for 
negotiation. “We don’t owe the Palestinians any thing /* ' 
he said. “They continue to commit terrorist acts.” He 
further stated that Gaza-Jericho would not lead to the 
establishment of a Palestinian state. Meanwhile, a 
H a m a s official stated his intention to boycott all Palesti- 
nian National Authority (PNA) elections in order to avoid ' 
bring associated with the current experiment so 
when it failed he could continue with the armed struggle 
which is, in his mind, the only ultimate solution to the 
problem of the Israeli occupation. These are exactly the ’ 
kinds of responses that will make this experiment fail. I 
can only hope that concerned individuals will ignore this 
inconsequential muckraking and take a lesson from 
Nelson Mandela, who has reached out to his former 
enemies (including his estranged wife) in the spirit of - 
cooperation for the good or all of South Africa. 

I know that opinions vary as to the significance of what 
has transpired in Gaza and Jericho, but I am confident 
that the tide has turned and that peace and prosperity 

are in store for the region if its people will only trust each 

other and work together to make it happen. 


David Harris, 

Amman 


Water crisis 


To the Editor: 
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mOT ? 1 ^ Amman’s SJJSS 
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watajibortage by tapping rain water during 
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collect rein water in winter to save water and 
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(Conttmicd fron page l) 

within the ‘framework of 
^wishes’ which could not mater- 
ialise and be translated into 
fact and if so we have to lodk at 
our own interests because we 
.believe that the most basic 
thing for this country is to be 
strong because strength in- 
creases the chances for our 
brothers to attain their rights in 
the manner that was chosen by 
the sole and legitimate repre- 
sentative of the Palestinian 
people. 

“The Palestinian leadership 
and people have the right to 
- “use cui, -n, determine their own desires 
3 CO&lmotZj** and their own goafs and we can 
' L say nothing in this respect ex- 
cept to wish the brothers hill 
success. At the same time we 
have to look after our own 
interest and rights lest we be- 
come the weak point or margi- 
nalised, something that would 
have catastrophic consequ- 
ences at the national and pan- 
Arab levels. 





SSTas. 

* itt* both 


Asked to comment on the 
border issue in the negotiations 
with Israel, the King said: “1 
believe this should be discus- 
sed because questions related 
to land borders and water are 
basic issues for us." 

The King voiced apprecia- 
tion to the prime minister and 
Cabinet members for their 
continued efforts. 

He said he reviewed with the 
Council of Ministers the gener- 
al situation in the region and 
the expected developments. 

“1 stressed the need for unity 
and cohesion among the mem- 
bers of the Jordanian family- 
regardless of their origin ana 
for every one to be vigilant and 
study all events so as to draw 
lessons and conclusions and 
embark chi effective measures 
that would guarantee the fu- 
ture of this country, its stead- 
fastness and firm stand and 
help us to continue providing 
support for the brothers in 
Palestine and their rights in 
their national soil." 


Jordan, Israel start border talks tomorrow 
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Nabil Shaath said the PLO had 
only received $7 million in the 
international aid promised for 
the Palestinian police force far 
short of the funds needed. 

He said he had already 
handed over $4.2 million to 
police chiefs enough to pay two 
months salaries to the 3,500 
Palestinian police now de- 
ployed in the autonomous 
Gaza Strip and Jericho areas. 

The head of die new Palesti- 
nian police force, Nasser. 
Yousef, has said that the police 
had no budget and were bor- 
rowing money to pay the bills. 

Dr. Shaath warned the 
annual wages bill would be 
more than $42 million for the 
future 9. 000-strong force, 
while a total $160 million was 
needed to set up and run the 
force in its first year. 

The World Bank has esti- 
mated the annual running costs 
at $90 million. 

Meanwhile the police began 
to receive their first pay pack- 
ets for the month of May on 
Friday and Saturday, Palesti- 
nian sources said. 

Wages vary between $450 
for the lowest ranks up to 
$1,200 a month for a senior 
officer. 

On Thursday, Abdul Aziz 
A1 Haj Ahmad, who has been 
named transport minister in 
the yet-to-be-instalied Palesti- 
nian self-rule authority, said 
the FLO has money to pay the 
wages of its civil servants in the • 
Gaza Strip and Jericho at least 
until the end of August. 

The authority inherited 
7,600 Palestinian civil servants 
in Gaza and 230 in Jericho 
from the former Israeli military 


Hebron curfew 

(Confirmed from page 1) 


seven soldiers who bloodied 
his face and damaged his video 
camera. 

Israel radio said the camera- 
man, a member of the Peace 
Now group, filed a complaint 
with the Hebron police. 

Hebron, a city of 110,000 
Palestinians and 450 Jewish 
settlers, has been tense since 
the Feb. 25 mosque massacre 
in which Jewish settler Baruch 
Goldstein shot and killed more 



bed out* , 

• wife ® “IT 
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mi 1 affl than 30 worshippers. 

•’- 0 - Earlier this week, Israeli 

a t*' 2 ** lroo P s s bot and wounded 
- ,j oni - seven Palestinians when some 
‘100 Palestinians attacked them 
with stones in Ramallah. The 
clashes on Wednesday fol- 
lowed the execution-style kill- 
ing by Israeli secret police of a 
Palestinian double agent. 

Israeli soldiers arrested eight 
Palestinians on Saturday near 
the Jewish settlement of Net- 
zarim in the autonomous Gaza 
Strip, Palestinian sources said. 

Seven of the eight arrested 
after a stone-throwing incident 
were released after Palestinian 
police intervened, the sources 
said. 

But the Palestinian Author- 
ity's “justice minister" Freih 
Abu Mkklain. condemned the 
army for detaining the eighth 
man. 

he said: “They do not have 
the right to arrest anyone in 
this enclave and they should 
hand back die prisoner.’ 1 
The arrests were made after 
Palestinians travelling on a bus 
from Gaza City to the Nus- 
j| j v “irat refugee camp began 
t 2 *' & throwing stones at a military 
-s’* ’ patrol dose to the Netzanm 
spy?*' w* settlement 

Soldiers boarded the bus and 
checked identity papers before 
, :s£ Cr-‘ ny attesting eight passengers and 

■z tP * questioning them. 

•-..-ip**.-*: it Protesting Palestinians 
threw stones at soldiers as the 
eighth man, Maisara Dukhan, 
accused of belonging to the 
Islamic Resistance Movement 
,, Hamas, was taken to the 
Israeli border post Nahal Oz. 
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administration which stopped 
paving their wages on May 31. 

The United States, the 
European Union and Japan, 
among others, have pledged 
$613 million to help fund 
Palestinian self-rule this year. 

Dr. Shaath said so far Nor- 
way had donated S2 million to 
the police force and the United 
States $5 million, and he ex- 
pected a further $5 million in 
the next few days from the 
European Union. 

In Stockholm, former Swed- 
ish Foreign Minister Sten 
Andersson said the Middle 
East peace process could be 
threatened if the promised in- 
ternational funds were not pro- 
vided. 

“If peace is to be preserved, 
the PLO needs money,” he 
said after meeting with Mr. 
Arafat in the PLO’s Tunis 
headquarters. 

But Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres said Saturday 
that the new authority had to 
be openly accountable if it was 
to get the promised funds. 

“No democratic state will 
give one penny if they don't 
know where it's going," Mr. 
Peres told Israeli radio, advis- 
ing Mr. Arafat not to adopt the 
poliiw of believing he was ’‘en- 
titled” to the money. 

“He must also learn that the 
world is built on mutual rela- 
tions. You give, you take. No- 
body is entitled to manna from 
heaven.” 

Mr. Peres urged Mr. Arafat 
to act swiftly to secure interna- 
tional funds. 

“The truth is, we’re about to 
miss the season,” Mr. Peres 
told Israel armed forces radio. 

"The world is big, it doesn’t 
revolve around us. There are 
many other places in the world 
crying out for help and aid. 
This is one of the reasons why 
we must act faster. 

“There is still a lot of good- 
will around us. It will not last 
forever," Mr. Peres said. 


(Continued from page 1) 
meeting between Mr. Rubin- 
stein and Jordanian officials 
was to take place Monday. The 
two sides arc to discuss dis- 
putes over water and territory, 
the radio said. - 

Israel's bilateral negotiations 
with Jordan, Syria and Leba- 
non have been suspended since 
the Feb. 25 mosque massacre 
in which a Jewish settler killed 
30 Muslim worshippers in the 
West Bank town of Hebron. 

Jordan is seeking the return 
of a 32-square kilometres strip 
along the border from the Gulf 
of Aqaba to the Dead Sea, as 
well as two square kilometres 
south of Lake Tiberias in the 
Jordan Valley. 

Jordan's territorial claims 
date back to 1922 when Britain 
held the Palestine mandate and 
drew up an arbitrary border 
between Palestinians and then 
Transjordan. 

Jordan had been pressing 
Israel for months to accept the 
idea of fixing frontiers with the 
Kingdom and setting up a joint 
commission on border de- 
marcation and delineation in 
line with maps of British- 
mandated Palestine. 

It has repeatedly said that it 
would be extremely difficult to 
make joint arrangements in 
other fields including economic 
cooperation, before the issues 
of borders and -security are 
resolved. 

Citing the stan of Palesti- 
nian self-rule and prospects of 
possible moves in Israel's talks 
with Lebanon and Syria, Dr. 
Anani said Saturday Amman 
was ready to take a more dar- 
ing line in its talks with Israel 
to prevent its role from being 
“marginalised.” 

“We notice that the peace 
process is taking a new turn 
and that Jordan, in spite of its 
important role regarding the 
peace process, cannot stay lag- 
ging behind the other tracks,” 
be said. 

“Therefore, Jordan will take 


the necessary steps related to 
peace that will allow it to keep 
the initiative on issues related 
to Jordanian interests,” Dr. 
Anani added. “But we will not 
take any step in haste.” 

Dr. Anani reiterated Jor- 
dan's commitment to the prin- 
ciple of comprehensive Middle 
East peace but that did not 
mean it would not implement 
certain agreements it reaches 
with Israel before signing a full 
peace agreement. Jordan 
would continue to coordinate 
peace policies with other 
Arabs, he added. 

Dr. Anani also spoke in 
some detail about the issues 
discussed by the Cabinet on 
Saturday. 

The King's main message to 
the Cabinet was strengthening 
the internal front and impro- 
ving the performance of va- 
rious sectors and reducing 
bureaucracy that . has been 
hindering private sector invest- 
ments, he said. 

The King stressed that all 
Jordanians, regardless of their 
origin, have equal rights and 
duties and that the Jordanian 
from should remain integrated 
and solid stressing that plural- 
ism should be a source of 
strength. Dr. Anani said. 

In the present critical stage 
Jordan should basically depend 
on its own resources and its 
strength lest there would be 
any weakness in the national 
front, the minister quoted the 
King as saying at the meeting. 

According to Dr. Anani, the 
King said that the present stage 
is critical, requiring careful de- 
cisions “because we must re- 
concile between what is hap- 
pening around us and what our 
aspirations are." 

“We must not abandon our 
principled stands, but this does 
not mean we remain rigid,” the 
minister said. 

“We discussed the ongoing 
peace process, which is taking 
a new trend,” be said, adding 
that die Kingdom could not 


remain lagging behind other 
tracks but without showing any 
rashness which could lead to 
undesaraUe results. 

“The King told the Cabinet 
that while Jordan does not 
approve of rash actions it 
would also not accept a situa- 
tion whereby delays in prog- 
ress along the other trades 
would create pressures on Jor- 
dan or accept to be marginal- 
ised in the peace process,” Dr. 
Anani said. 

Therefore, he said, Jordan 
would be taking steps that 
would enable it to assume the 
initiative with regard to Jorda- 
nian affairs. 

The main issues of concern 
to Jordan in the peace talks are 
the borders and the restoration 
of the occupied Jordanian 
territory is accordance with the 
1929 demarcation lines, he 
said. 

“In the event agreement has 
been achieved, the Israelis 
should agree to returning the 
territory and the formation of a 
committee of experts to define 
the borders according to the 
1929 mandate accord,” be 
said. 

“We are also demanding our 
rights in water resources re- 
gardless of Israeli statements 
that the water anyway is not 
sufficient and attention should 
rather be turned towards tap- 
ping new resources,” he said. 

“Jordan believes that both 
matters are of significance and 
that the work of the bilateral 
committees on water and ener- 
gy and the environment should 
be continued so that we can 
take steps towards regaining 
our full rights," the minister 
said. 

“If Israel expresses readi- 
ness and willingness to return 
the Jordanian lands and waters 
at the Washington meeting... 
then there should be some 
arrangement to shift the nego- 
tiations to the region here so 
that we can be close to taking 
decisions and so that the com- 


mittees could meet on the site 
to be able to define exactly the 
land and water rights due to 
Jordan," be said. 

“We believe in a compre- 
hensive solution which is not a 
mere slogan but a reality, and 
practical steps that should be 
taken on the ground. We wish 
to see continuous progress 
along the Syrian-Israeli track 
since the Golan is dearly Sy- 
rian territory that should be 
fully returned to Syrian 
sovereignty," Dr. Anani said. 

The timetable being discus- 
sed for Israel's withdrawal 
from the Golan in return for 
Syrian measures are viewed by 
Jordan as sufficient to trans- 
form the peace process into 
reality, be said. 

“We also support moves to- 
wards restoring Lebanon's 
sovereignty over all its territor- 
ies,” he said. 

Referring to the Palestinian 
track, be said, progress was 
achieved and Jordan is trying 
to coordinate wish the Palesti- 
nians. “Yet, we believe that 
the Arab parties should coor- 
dinate among themselves be- 
fore agreeing with the other 
side and that is what we bad 
always aimed at achieving,” he 
said. 

Jordan, he added, “cannot 
leave matters as they are and 
allow itself to be lagging be- 
hind because this would para- 
lyse its movement towards the 
achievement of Arab objec- 
tives.” 

“All our actions would not 
be taken rashly but in good 
time and Jordan should keep 
its stand dear because without 
Jordan no peace can be 
achieved in the region," be 
added. 

In reply to a question about 
the civil war in Yemen, the 
minister said that Jordan rec- 
ognised Yemeni legitimacy in 
accordance with the reconcilia- 
tion agreement signed by all 
parties in Amman on Feb. 20. 


Southern Yemenis seek more fighters 


(Continued from page 1) 

Mr. Jifri told AFP that his 
forces might call for Saudi 
military support in battling 
northern troops. 

He said southern leaders had 
“not yer decided” whether to 
issue such a call,' blit added 
that "everything is possible _ 
and legitimate to protect our' 
people." 

Mr. Jifri was speaking just 
before Gulf Arab states met in 
Abha, southwest Saudi Ara- 
bia, to debate the Yemeni con- 
flict. 

Saudi Foreign Minister 
Prince Saud A1 Faisal warned 
in his opening speech that the 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) could intervene if the 
fighting continued. 

“The continuation of fight- 
ing will have repercussions on 
GCC countries which will 
make it necessary to take mea- 


sures,” he said, without giving 
further details. 

King Fahd of Saudi Arabia 

urged North and South Yemen 
to implement the Security 
Council call for a ceasefire, 
referring for the first time to 
- the country’s separation. 

“ “I consider that the current 
differences between the north 
and the south can happen any- 
where in the world,” the king 
said in an interview broadcast 
late Friday on the London- 
based Arabic television station 
MBC. 

“If the north and the south 
accept U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 924, it will be a 
good initiative and one that 
should lead to a definitive halt 
to the fighting,” he said. 

Mr. Jifri indirectly con- 
firmed that Saudi troop rein- 
forcements had built up along 
the Saudi-Yemeni border, but 
said that it was “a precaution 


that any state would take in the 
event of war in its neighbour- 
ing state." 

He added he was “sure 
Saudi Arabia would not inter- 
vene unless it was asked to by 
somebody," adding such a re- 
quest would be “international- 
ly' legitimate.” 

It was possible the GCC 
would adopt a resolution call- 
ing on its six member countries 
— Bahrain; Kuwait, Oman, 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates — to 
recognise the breakaway Ye- 
men Democratic Republic, 
Mr. Jifri added. 

But a northern diplomat 
warned the war would drag on 
for 100 years if the south’s 
“secession” was recognised by 
the Arab World or the interna- 
tional community. 

“We will then be two coun- 
tries and for decades we will 
devote ourselves to war, in- 
stead of development,” said 
Ghalcb Ali Jamil, Yemen’s 


wibassador to Saudi Arabia, 
in an interview with the 
Kuwaiti daily A1 Siyassah. 

Southern leaders declared 
independence on May 21, but 
no country has officially recog- 
nised the declaration whidi 
aims to end four years of unity 
between die former conserva- 
tive North Yemen and the 
Marxist South. 

The south’s appointed prime 
minister, Haidar Abu Bakr AI 
Attas began a tour of several 
Arab countries Friday in a 
renewed bid to drum up sup- 
port for the breakaway state. 

So far Qatar is the onlv Gulf 
monarchy to have pubKcally de- 
nounced 1 die sooth's declara- 
tion of independence. 

Saudi Arabia, which initi- 
ated the U.N. ceasefire resolu- 
tion along with other Gulf 
states, has denied northern 
charges that it is siding with the 
south in the war. 

Sanaa maintains that the war 
is an internal Yemeni affair. 
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Queen Mother remembered 


(Continued from jMgt 1) 


under the leadership of the let* 
King Abdullah Ben Al Hus* 
sein. 

The Queen Mother pUyed e 
major role in the politic&l de- 
velopment of the Kingdom if* 
the early 1950s, in the writing 

of the 1952 Constitution that 
gave full rights to women end 
m soda! development In the 
country, and in 1944 |he led 
the creation of th£ first 
women’s union in Jordan. 

Queen Zein filled a constitu- 
tional vacuum after the assas- 
sination of King Abdullah in 
1951 while the newly proc- 
laimed King Talal was being- 
treated outride the Kingdom 
and later in the period between 
August 19S2 when King Hus- 


sein was proclaimed monarc} 
and in 1953 when he assumed 
his constitutional duties at 
age of 18. during which a r? 
gency council was entrusted IS 
ran the affairs of the state. 1 
The late Queen Mother w?: 
a symbol of motherhood 
defeated her entire 1 ! ' - r 

children and countn 
She was also instru 
establishing ttae 
branch of the Jordai. ’ 

Red Crescent Society 
and dedicated time am. ■ - 
to the Urn Al Hussein O t • 
age in Amman. 

Queen Zein also contrP 
much to social and 
rian services m th - 
and gave partial! ~ 
to the nation’s cha - 
nisations and volun 
tions. 


Assad: Israel building tensic 
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(Coathmed from page V 

spokeswoman Christine Sh- 

'y- - 

Israeli Prime Miri 
zhak Rabin said Th 
he had asked Syria, 

U.S. intermediary, 
stop to Hizbollah 
ches against Galilee 
em Israel. 

Ms. Shelly said now.- 
has been set for the nex 1 ; 
Secretary of State V. 
Christopher to the region! Last 
month, Mr. Christopher shut- 
tled between Israel and Syria 
trying to advance a p^ee 
accord between the Israel and 
Syria. 

The U.S. ambassador in 
Beirut, Mark Hambley. said 
the United States was in con- 
tact with the Lebanese. Syrian 
and Israeli governments to 
contain Che situation. 

After a meeting Friday with 
President Elias Hrawi. Mr. 
Hambley called for “cone.'. T**d 


efforts to calm dov 
atmosphere” and p r - - .. v 
stalled Middle East - . > 

cess being further . 

In the latest co,. 
in South Lebanon, th;. 
bollah guerrillas were kill: ■ 
they tried to mount a nighttime 
raid in the central sector of the 
Israeli-occupied “security 
zone." 

Security sources said the 
South Lebanon Army. Israel's 
surrogate militia, detected the 
infiltrators in the Rihan moun- 
taion region late Friday night 
and shelled the area with can- 
non fire from T-55 tanks, kill- 
ing the three men. 

The sources said there were 
no SLA casualties in that en- 
counter. 

But Hizbollah claimed 
Saturday that a number of 
SLA men were killed or 
wounded. It admitted that 
three of its fighters were slain 
near Rihan. 


Clinton: N. Korea sanctions certain 


(CoatfaHKd from page 1) 


Mr. Clinton said be has 
talked extensively with his 
mili tary commanders about the 
North Korean situation but 
added, "I do not want a lot of 
sabre-rattling or war talk.” 
“AD we want them to do is 
keep their word,” he said, 
tyktmg that die United States 
was trying “to give them a 
chance to do ft.'* - 
Pyongyang can survive any 
economic sanctions imposed 
by the international commun- 
ity over its suspected nuclear 
programme. North Korean 
ambassador to China, Chu 
Chang-Jun, said in Beijing. 

North Korea “wiU survive 
economic sanctions and 
achieve victory in this strug- 
gle.” Mr. Chu said, reiterating 
that Pyongyang would regard 
the imposition of sanctions “as 
a declaration of war.” 

Mr. Chu also slammed U.S. 
talks with South Korea and 
Japan over the nuclear crisis on 
the Korean Peninsula, stres- 


sing that the matter could only 
be resolved .through direct 
North Korea-U.S. negotia- 
tions. 

“Although the United States 
is talking with other countries, 
it is refusing to sit down with 
ns,” Mr. Chu said. 

“So we have no opportunity 
to have discussions for resolv- 
ing the nuclear issue.” 

Direct bilateral talks with 
Washington are the only path 
to Pyongyang's acceptance of 
full International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) in- 
spections of its nuclear facili- 
ties and a reaffirm a tion of its 
commitment to the nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty 
(NPT), Mr. Chu added. 

Th e main obstacle to the 
growing movement in the Un- 
ited Nations in favour of eco- 
nomic sanctions is China, 
which might veto any such 
resolution in the Security 
Council. 

South Korea meanwhile de- 
clared its readiness to meet any 
military threat from North 
Korea. 
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To commemoraie signing lhe Foundauon year 
agreement ai the Duchess Room - Leeds University 





Mr biiM'in BarAjI 
D Ci. «’i R A. M S. 


JiLuLJt AX. \ 

j.JI 

Prnlcsvir D. Hi'Idt-mli 
Chaimi.in Northern 
Ctiiwnium 




Director General Basem 
Barakat has signed the 
foundation year agreement 
with a group of British Uni- 
versities called Northern 
Consortium. 

This agreement is consi- 
dered the first of its kind in 
the Middle East Based on it, 
without studying GCE 
O’Level or A'Level, students 
from Rawdat Al Maaref Col- 
lege and Schools can, after 
getting the secondary 
education certificate (Taw- 
jihi). study the foundation 
year at the college in Amman 
to be able afterwards to join 
one of 12 prestigious British 
universities for three years to 
obtain the bachelors degree. 

These universities are Uni- 
versity of Bradford, Universi- 
ty of Huddersfield, University 
of Leeds, Leeds Metropoli- 
tan University, University of 
Liverpool, Liverpool John 
Moores University, University 
of Manchester, UMIST, Man- 
chester Metropolitan Uni- 
versity, University of Salford, 
University of Sheffield and 
Sheffield Hailam University, 

The agreement will be effec- 
tive as of the 1994-1995 
scholastic year. 


The Arab Jordanian Company For The Development 
of Private Education 

Rawdat AI-Ma'aref Schools and college (R.A.M.S). 




Announces 








f> r, 

n «» 


‘iN* 




& 


The start of the Foundation Year 1.9.1994 

A one year progran divided over two semesters; the course is designed and 
monitored by the Northern Consortium which consists of the following Universi- 
ties: 

University of Bradford, University of Huddersfield, University of Leeds, Leeds 
Metropolitan University, University of liverpool, Liverpool John Moores Universe 
ty. University of Manchester, UMIST, Manchester Metropolitan University, Uni- 
versity of Salford, University of Sheffield, Sheffield Hailam University. 

Students of al) nationalities holding High School Diploma (12 years of Educa- 
tion), or National Certificate of Education (Tawjehi) will be accepted into the pro- 
gram; no GCE O'level or A'level are required. 

Enrolled students are advised attending a five week English Language course 
at R.A.M.S starting 2nd of July before commencing the foundation Year program. 

Students who will successfully pass the foundation year will be guaranteed to 
continue a three year undergraduate degree at one of the Northern Consortium 
Universities. 

Fuji boarding facilities are available for boys & girls at R.A.M.S. 




For further information & applications please contact' 
Public Relations Tel : 828949/50/51/52/53 Fax: 828954 P.O. Box : 676 - Khakla 


Amman 11821 Jordan 
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aligned accuse rich 
ations of protectionism 


-AIRO (R) — Non-aligned 
entries accused rich nations 
• - ' of sidestepping agree - 


liberalise trade and 
• ~ protectionist mea- 
-ni.*r the pretext of so- 
-“d environmental oon- 


- ■ “ Non-Aligned Move- 
(NAM) made up mainly 
•’•rd World countries, also 
■ t - for compensation for the 
^ developed nations likely 
-- r.’ffai rc:s of special trade 
viiCgrc z'. \r this year’s sign- 
' - :r.-; ^,-uguay Round of 

Agreement on 
‘ • u. : r “Yade (GATT). 

J.e developing coun- 
-*=: are i-rdertaking... compre- 
.:-r/.- ; ve ronomic liberalisa- 
yoii::es, developed coun- 
■Ticz are resorting to various 
-ro^eciionist measures," non- 
cJgr.ed foreign ministers said 
after a fom-day meeting. 

They clrr- expressed concern 
. .zi SOTS developing nations 
• 'ere losing access to vital tech- 
nology because industrialised 
nations were imposing export 
bans on “dual-use" technology 
■.vhich could be used for milit- 
ary means. 

Indian Minister of State for 
External Affairs R.L. Bhatia, 
in a speech to delegates earlier 
ir, the week, criticised Western 
polities linking trade with poli- 
tical issues. 


“Pressures mount on us on 
human rights... the environ- 
ment and so on," Mr. Bhatia 
said. “It is almost as though 
these concepts have just been 
invented ana are being sold to 
the developing world except 
that the terms of die sale are 
harsh." 

Ministers called for com- 
pensation ‘Tor the least de- 
veloped countries as well as net 
food importers who will ex- 
perience difficulties due to the 
overall erosion of preferences 
and income loss resulting from 
application of the Uruguay 
Round." 

Pakistan's Foreign Minister 
Sardar Aseff Ahmad Ali said 
GATT was a deal which would 
“squeeze the poor.” “We all 
got a bad deal out of GATT. It 
was a very shabby agreement." 

Oil exporters have criticised 
Western plans for carbon 
taxes, describing them as bar- 
riers to trade set up in the 
name of environmental con- 
cern. 

The 108-member movement 
gre^ countries as diverse as 
Ne|“\. Honduras and the oil- 
rick Cuif Arab states. Sane 
men*b?T5 say the organisation, 
set up in the cold-war era, 
should now focus on lobbying 
for Third World causes, espe- 
cially economic ones. 

“Developing countries con- 


tinue to suffer from sluggish 
growth as a result of inadequ- 
ate access to trade and technol- 
ogy, historically low commodi- 
ty prices and excessive debt 
burdens," the group's final 
statement said. 

It said Africa in particular 
was still struggling with a “cri- 
tical economic situation.” 

The ministers urged rich 
countries to reduce debts owed 
to them by the developing 
world, and said they should 
honour an agreed target of 
allocating 0.7 per cent of gross 
national product for develop- 
ment aid to poorer countries. 

The ministers called in their 
statement for NAM to join 
officials from the G-77, a Third 
World pressure group at the 
United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development, in 
seeking greater economic part- 
nership with rich nations. 

But, pointing to successes of 
Asian members like Singapore 
and Malaysia, they said econo- 
mic growth was “self- 
sustaining" in some regions, 
and did not always depend on 
the health of economies of the 
richer countries. 

They said the progress of the 
developing countries “can no 
longer be viewed in terms of 
r epercussions stemming exclu- 
sively from an u pt ur n u activ- 
ity in the developed world.” 


j?iasi§ Club cuts $7b from 

debt 
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7/JJES (?.) — The Rais flnh 
7 government creditors 

• jasd SstaraSay to reschedule’ 
■ -rse of Russia's foreign debt 

7 1994, saving Moscow more 

• -^^cSzcaiapcymeBfeefass 
■rr, iie Frsstz a ireesany 3afd. 
The rati tfcs fefo raigl 

son p bj jR sasc a <rf55- 

7:n3s’ ves aaria g the 

-jght 2 &sr days of talks 
. ;twesa z Russian delegation 
sc by Acting rir.ascs Minister 
. srgei Dubinin and repre- 
. ;ntatives of Western govern- 
ments. 

A Paris Gub source said the 
.ccord demonstrated the 
West's political will to help 
r ~lussa through the economic 
'armcal of free market reforms 
rjjd was broaesy sanflgr to z 
^rst Paris. Ooh cfeal in 
Issl year that saved Russia: 
V35 oe ctn psyzzesfis due mainly 
'.2 1992 and 1993. 

The source said Russia’s 
7554 debts would be paid over 
ssrt 15 years, with nothing 
■tzb 5ct &s fra: £bree yeas. It 
- rzzid a33cw a ssnco&ser stream 
r: payaxaas tiasa test year’s 
-rnord, wkieSs resdsediaSed 

• .'•■3T iO years with Sve years’ 
ipsss. 

Set the osditras were s 
Ey less gesaerosos than in 
detayiag repaymest of interest, 
£f. opposed to principle. Last 
;ar as mmsmal 60 per cent of 
'.393 interest was rescheduled. 

Wealthy industrial powers 
ere w arne d Rszaa’s debt of 
CSI Eaflkso, of wSncia 315 Salmi 


is owed to foreign states in the 
Paris dob, could pot an un- 
bearable strain cm its economy. 

Rv’ria has shouldered the 
ii_ share of the former 
Soviet Union's debts ance the 
state broke ap in 


1950-91, and Western gnon- 
me als a re anxious not to 
usdsnsme r e formist President 
Boris Yeltsin by being too de- 
manding right now. 

At the same time they are 
concerned that Russia preserve 
its credibility as a borrower in 
order to obtain new credits. So 
they are not writing off its 
debts but simply p os tp o nin g 
repayments to give the strug- 
gling economy time to right 
itself. 

•The gove rnm ents underlined 
their wish that Russia’s private 
credit o rs, notably commercial 
banks, reach a similar accord. 

“Debt relief on co mpa rable 
terms is expected from other 
creditors,” the formal dub 
statement from the treasury 
said. 

An agreement in principle 
on 1992 and 1993 debts be- 
tween Moscow and creditors 
backs in the so-called London 
Qub has stiD not been signed. 

Russia owes the banks about 
326 billion in total. 

Because of the dispute, Mos- 
cow only paid out a total of 
*2^ bfflwo out of the $3 bfflfon 
it had budgeted for debt ser- 
vice pa y ment s to a& creditors 
in 1993. 


Australia 
may record 
4.5% growth 


in 95-96 

SYDNEY (AFP)~4— Austra- 
lia's economy may expand fas- 
ter than government forecasts 
if bus i nesses start to boost in- 
vestment, Treasury Secretary 
Ted Evans said here Friday. 

Treasurer Ralph Wflhs fore- 
cast on May 10, when handing . 
down the country's budget, 
that the economy would grow 
by 4.5 per cent in the year to 
June 30, 1995 and by 4.25 per 
cent in 1995-96. 

But Mr. Evans, Mr. Willis’s 
top advisor, when asked if a 

4.5 per cent growth rate could 
be extended into 1995-96, told 
reporters: “Yes, it is hardly out 
of the ball park,” ” 

He added that ‘-‘nothing is 
impossible” adieu it came to a 
revised forecast before the 
next budget. 

On Wednesday, the Austra- 
lian Bureau of Statistics said 
gross domestic product ex- 
panded by 1.9 per cent in the 
three months to March 31, 
giving an annual rate of 5.0 per 
cent. 

However, the government 
ofBcxal warned that sustained 
economic growth depended on 
business investment, forecast 
by Mr. Willis to increase by 

14.5 per cent in 1994-95. 

It was not yet dear if the 
target in die 1994-95 budget for 
a 145 per cent lift in business 
hi v estm ent would be met. 


Top currency experts warn against market control 


LONDON (R) — Top figures 
in the foreign exchange world 
warned central bankers Friday 
against overreacting to volatile 
new trading products that 
some regulators fear could trig- 
ger a markets crash. 

Senior officials in the global 
umbrella organisation for cur- 
rency traders said so-called de- 
rivatives, such as options and 
swaps, posed little risk to 
world financial stability and 
did not need the heavy hand of 
central bank regulation. 

“We are concerned that one - 
day we will be over- 
regulaied,” Rolf Willi, secret- 
ary general of the Association 
Cambiste Internationale 
(ACI), told reporters on the 
first foil day of the group’s 
annual meeting in London. 

“We are permanently run- 
ning that risk,” be said. 

The association, grouping 51 


national foreign exchange 
dubs, is the main forum for 
currency traders who handle 
trillions of dollars in money 
deals per year. 

They meet against back- 
ground of market turmoil since 
a surprise increase in U.S. in- 
terest rates in February trig- 
gered bond and stock market 
tumbles and sowed concern 
about the stability of the whole 
financial system. 

Much of the blame has fallen 
on the explosive growth in 
derivatives, financial tools that 
are widely used by traders and 
fund managers to offset poten- 
tial risk or boost their profits 
through speculation. 

Some regulators now argue' 
that derivatives, far from pro- 
tecting against risk, magnify 
the dangers of banks and other 
institutions suffering crippling 
market losses. 


The use of derivatives has 
surged over the past few years, 
with up to S12 trillion worth of 
such trades per year. They are 
derived from “underlying” 
cash markets and typically 
offer a chance to bet on future 
price trends. 

With markets increasingly 
globalised through split-second 
screen trading, some regula- 
tors worry that a serious mis- 
hap in the derivatives market 
could spark off a domino-like 
crash throughout the banning 
system. 

But the ACI*s Willi and 
association president David 
Claris, briefing reporters at the 
conference, dismissed the view 
that derivatives posed a sinister 
threat to world financial 
health. 

“The worst thing that could 
happen... is that someone 


comes along and regulates the 
derivatives market,” said Mr. 
Clark. 

Mr. Willi called on regula- 
tors to become better ac- 
quainted with the complex 
workings of such instruments 
rather than impose strict con- 
trols. “In all categories that we 
are trading in, derivatives are 
probably one of the safest mar- 
kets of all,” be said. 

The issue of regulating de- 
rivatives was highlighted by a 
report from the investigative 
arm of the U.S. Congress, the 
General Accounting Office, in 
May which found “significant 
weaknesses,” in controls. 

The ACI is strongly in 
ilatic 


favour of self-regulation, 
arguing that top management 
in individual banks most learn 
to understand the complicated 
deals which their traders are 


carrying out so that tiwy can 
as sess accurately their expo- 
sure to risk. 

Their views find a sympathe- 
tic audience in Britain’s frec- 
market Conservative govern- 
ment, which hopes that its 
hand-off approach will make 
London the unchallenged 
financial capital of Europe. 

“In contrast to some other 
marketplaces, the regulatory 
system in the U.K. has allowed 
these new products to be de- 
veloped,” Trade and Industry 
Secretary (Minister) Michael 
Heseltine told the two-day 
working conference. 

“This does not mean that 
financial markets in the U.K. 
are unsupervised, far from it. 
But we in the U.K. do not 
impose a mass of burdensome 
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Jobless scourge set to dominate OECD talks 




PARIS (R) — Ministers from 
25 rich industrial nations mil 
concentrate on the scourge of 
unemployment at the OECD 
annual meeting in Paris next 
week, pushing wider issues of 
world economic change into 
the background. 

The Organisation of Econo- 
mic Cooperation and Develop- 
ment (OECD), the wealthy 
world’s think-tank, will launch 
the two-day meeting Tuesday 
by submitting a report which 
urges the ministers to take 
tough and con tro ver si al steps 
to promote job growth. 

Although no newcomer on 
such meetings’ agendas, the 
jobless issue has acquired grea- 
ter urgency as the years roll by. 

Unemployment has become 
a running sore in the OECD’s* 
industrial and post-industrial 
economies since the end of 
1980s and is set to reach a 
record 35 million this year. 

“If this trend continues, not 
only will it heighten soda! and 


political tension but it will also 
'harm the economies,” OECD 
Secretary-General Jean- 
Qaudc Paye told reporters Fri- 
day. 

He said it was clear that 
macroeconomic policy, while a 
determining factor, was not the 
main cause of unemployment. 
“We came to the conclusion 
that there has been an insuffi- 
cient adaption of the structure 
of our economies,” he said. 

Accordingly, the OECD's 
repot urges a revamp of eco- 
nomic, labour and social poli- 
cies that some of the govern- 
ments which commissioned the 
report two years ago will find 
baud to swallow. 

Pinpointing Europe for 
structural impediments which 
dog up its labour markets, the 
report proposed the dilution of 
minimum wage protection and 
steps to slash unemployment 
benefit costs. 

Mr. Paye sees the United 
States, where the jobless rate is 


six per cent compared with 
more than 11 per cent in West- 
ern Europe, as a model pupil 
of labour market flexibility. 

But, making the point that 
spending power has dropped 
for so long that some 38 million 
Americans now live below the 
poverty line, he insists that 
social safety nets must stay. 

The OECD hopes that the 
finance, trade and foreign 
affairs ministers at the meeting 
will give it a mandate to act as 
a “jobs doctor", prescribing 
country-by-country remedies. 

The 50-page report lists a 
host of such measures, but the 
political challenge for the 
Paris-based forum now lies in 
deciding on the appropriate 
mix for each member country. 

Such boldness from the 
OECD is not just rare, but a 
sign of the organisation's strug- 
gle to define a more active 
presence for itself in the man- 
agement of the world eco- 
nomy. 


Founded in 1960 as a succes- 
sor to the postwar Marshall 
Plan for European Reconstruc- 
tion, it has long been accused 
of being little more than a 
talking shop for the world's 
wealthy nations. 


The OECD’s future role is 
linked to a debate over who 
should lead the forum once 
Mr. Paye, who is French, ends 
his second five-year mandate 
in September. 

Mr. Paye, with backing from 
Paris, has put in for a third 
term and Bonn is backing its 
trade negotiator Lorenz 
lomems. 


is plugging its former Con- 
servative finance Minister, 
Nigel Lawson. 

The issue of who should take 
the top job may be confined to 
horse-trading in the corridors 
next week with no final deci- 
sion. 


,V 




But it is linked to the soul- 
searching about the OECD’s 
role in a world where once 
poverty-stricken countries are 
catching up with the rich 
states. 


But many say it is time to 
root out the bureaucrats and 
wheel in some big shots to give 
the OECD political clout. 

The United States and sever- 
al other non-European mem- 
bers of the OECD are lobbying 
hard for the former president 
of Canada's Liberal Party, 
Donald Johnston, and Britain 


OECD countries still 
account for 75 per cent of die 
world's trade. But many up- 
and-coming economies enjoy 
higher income per head than 
some OECD members, like 
Portugal, Greece and Turkey. 

Mexico last month became 
die first nation to join the 
group since New Zealand in 
1973 and ministers are already 
Riving the way for South 
“Korea's membership by the 
end of 1996. 



worker passes a wall of bicycle 
!■ a factory. While a quarter of the 
stffi travel by bfcyde, it may 


be oo the endangered list with local 
producers in the doldrums and little sign of 
recovery (AFP photo) 


11 HOWEVER, THE 3)6 PROBLEM IS AN OVERTURNED 
RIG AT THE CORNER OF THIRD AND MI 55 iON ' 



NO, THE BIS PROBLEM 15 I 
.HAVEN'T DONE ANY HOMEWORK.. 
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THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



“I had a really bad day today and 
there’s nothing you can do to help. 
I need my mommy!” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold end MJka Arglrion 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to lorm 
tour ordinary words. 


KWISH 



□ 

□ 


□ 




- 

PYTEM 



□c 

i— : 


CUTOCL 


□znz 

_ 

□ 


DULBOY 



r 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


*—"**.■ wa! mn “ ni.tir 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles' VIGIL LISLE 


(Answers tomorrow) 
LAGOON . DAMPEN 


GAVE ‘EMT^HE SLIP 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY JUNE 5, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation- 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: 


Add new activities to present 
■ones and you win be able to 
expand your horizons. Show 
others that your have a sense of 
banner. Your ideas are more 
intelligent and constructive but 
lade details. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
The morning is not a good time 
for discussions but the afternoon 
is fine and you can get good 


results then. Be wise to solve any 
situation. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Keep calm when a dose family 
tie appears itching for a fight. 
Take time to improve home con- 
ditions earty in the day. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) If 
a family member becomes irrit- 
able, keep silent and then condi- 
tions Unprove. Show that you are 
understanding about a friends 
troubles. 


Sidestep one who is detrimental 
to your future progress and get 
everything done which has been 
put off. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Steer dear of an ac- 
quaintance who is too detain-' 
dug .and seek die company of 
oongenials. Take no risks with 
yo ur, jeptuation of any. kind. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Use tact in deal- 
ing with family members and 
maintain harmony at home. Do 
whatever will add to your pre- 
stige and you wjll be noticed. 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Study new 


ideas that could bring you added 
titure. Follow the 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
■ July 21) Make sure to keep 
promises made to dose ties. 
Study what repairs need to be 
made at home now and make 
sure they are completed. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Use 
tact when dealing with others 
and then you can easily put 
across your own ideas. Plan the 
future more intelligently and it 
will happen. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Be alert to opportunities 
coming your way at this time. 


income in the future. 

-philosophy that is best for you in 
the days ahead. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) This is an ideal time 
to engage in your favourite hob- 
by with congemafs. Be sure to 
show thoughtfulness to others 
today. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) A good day to 
study new ways to have added 
abundance in the days ahead. 


Make plans to improve your so- 
cial life, ea 


especially with a dose 
companion. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Try to please your friends, 
today instead of worrying abmit 

K maT affairs. Try to compre- 
woridly matters better and 
you will succeed. 




THE Daily Crossword by 


Don Johnson 


ACROSS 
1 Labai 

4 Covered mHi 
Bnstty hairs 
10 Conwmng 

14 — Baba 

15 Inionwins 

10 Pw of anina& 
17 Stone mugs’ 

19 Structure^, 
support 

20 Priming 
tfreeflon 

21 Western Indians 

22 Employed 

23 Stockngs 
20 Having 

compassion 
26 Uovm bad guy 
29 Gamed chance 

31 Exhausted 

32 FitJOer 

33 Gambling 
employee 

40 Wallet items 

41 SpanWi Inend 
«2 Place io» 33A 

47 DoharO work 

48 Ctunqes 

49 Gel 

50 Lei Oil 

51 Dutch etieese 
S3 Sea eagles 

57 Transgresses 

58 Threw a seven 

60 — upon a time 

61 Analyte-. 

gramma hearty 

62 Poem 

63 Farmer s need 

64 Oaeyes 

65 Cage lor nawks 



:i99t IntkM IIM, hr 


DOWN 

1 Mibury seng 

2 Thanks — ' 

3 2-wtvjeior 

4 Thai gin 

5 ArvmaiB 

6 Blackboard 

7 Walk me Hoer 

8 Cmi'S 

9 — Plant**. Bl. 

10 Hope 

11 Ark me 

12 Knack 

13 Nervous 


18 Of a aitural 
group 

22 Linden or 
Holbrook 

24 Snnne sound 

25 Port of mA 

26 Fairy queen 

27 House addition 

26 Pie — mode 

29 Uses a kitchen 
game 

30 Sturdy trees 

32 KLss Turner 

34 Runs ot a slow 
trot 

35 All — {attentive) 

36 Entertained 

37 Cover 

38 Omens 
■ngrodem 

39 Fisn eggs 

42 Riaus 

43 Ot high 
mountain 

44 Position 

45 Skated 

4fl Previous to 


Ysstantay’s Puzzle Sotoad: 


gnnraB nnnrn raiunn 
nronrara nnnra rannn 
Hannnnnonormnran] 
nnas nnan nnnnd 

~nnn 

onrsnnci nnninnnn 
□nreran nraon nnn 
liinnonnnnnum*^ 
non nrnnn] > 

Barasnao^Hrinbrao 
onno iron 

oonn 

I'jnny nnnn nooon 

0.000 000171 fTinririn 


47 Draft contrortor 
49 Run out 
HiiJonc times 
62 FK 
w Epaco 


55 Unclothed 

56 Fret 

MAwW pere* 
59 Curvy 
letter 
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Fahd says Saudi economy 
strong, vows to privatise 

ABI; DHABI (ARP) -King 

rana has inonmi rtw c-ii.rj; 
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has insisted the Saudi 
economy was strong and 
pledged his government would 
press ahead with plans to 
privatise key government in- 
stitutions. 

■There have been a lot of 
harmful campaigns against 
Saud' Arabia’s economy." he 
tola the London-based MBC 
television, monitored here, in 
an interview broadcast late Fri- 
day. 

_ "B ut thank God, our eco- 
nomy is still strong and we do 
jot have major problems. We 
rave and are still spending 
unions of dollars in subsidies 
to housing and farming and in 
.loans and grants to Arabs and 
other countries.” he empha- 
sised. 

King Fahd was referring to 
reports in the Washington Post 
nod other newspapers last year 
saying that Saudi Arabia had 
serious economic problems. 

The country has drained a 
large pan of its overseas assets 


and has been forced to borrow 
because of a decline in oil 
prices, according to the news- 
paper reports. 

They were followed by a call 
from the International Monet- 
ary Fund (IMF) for Riyadh to 
slash its budget deficit after it 
soared, reaching nearly eight 
per cent of the gross domestic 
product in 1993. 

Saudi Arabia, the world's 
top oil producer and exporter, 
heeded the unprecedented call 
by slashing 1994 spending by 
nearly 19 per cent to S42.6 
billion from $52.5 billion in 
1993. 

This cut the projected deficit 
to Si. 25 billion from S7.4 bil- 
lion in 1993. 

“Wc have a debt but that 
does nor mean we are suffering 
from problems. All countries 
in the world, from America to 
Europe and other areas, are 
indebted but their economy is 
strong." King Fahd said. 

"We have cut expenditure 
because we want to adapt to 
the new situation. The infras- 
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tructure has almost been com- 
pleted and many projects have 
been set up while services have 
spread to ail parts of the coun- 
try," he added. "I have been 
informed by my oil minister 
that new oilfields haw been 
discovered south of Riyadh 
and ihey contain high quality 
crude. As you sec. Saudi Ara- 
bia is rich in many things... oil, 
gold, metals and others." 

King Fahd confirmed plans 
to privatise some public institu- 
tions as part of economic re- 
forms triggered by weak oil 
prices. 

“We will sell some successful 
government projects to nation- 
als. It is time for the citizens to 
participate in some projects, 
like telephone, water and elec- 
tricity and other sectors,” the 
monarch said. 

“Such an experiment hap- 
pened in many countries and it 
was fully successful. Our peo- 
ple have enough money and 
this move will ensure their 
funds will operate inside the 
kingdom," he pointed out. 

Saudi Arabia had more than 
SI 20 billion in overseas re- 
serves during the oil boom of 
the early lyyOs, but they are 
believed to have been more 
than halved due to withdrawals 
to finance the shortfall. 

The problem exacerbated 
when the Saudis financed a 
large part of an allied cam- 
paign to oust Iraqi invasion 
forces from Kuwait in the 1991 
Gulf war. 

This pushed up spending to a 
10-year high of $69.6 billion in 
1991 and created a record 
budget deficit of around 530.8 
billion. 

War costs also forced Saudi 
Arabia to borrow on world 
markets for the first time. 

Independent estimates put 
Saudi Arabia's debt at more 
than S17 billion and the figure 
is expected to increase with 
new loans to finance a 56 bil- 
lion deal to buy Boeing air- 
craft. 

Saudi Arabia produces 
around eight million barrels 
per day of crude, nearly 12 per 
cent of the total world sup- 
plies. Its oil reserves of around 
260 billion barrels also account 
for a quarter of the world’s. 


ILO calls for 
Palestinian access 
to jobs in Israel 


GENEVA (R) — The Interna- 
tional Labour Organisation 
(ILO) said Saturday that the 
economic survival of the occu- 
pied Arab territories depended 
largely on 100,000 Palestinian 
workers being given access to 
jobs in Israel. 

The U.N. agency, in a report 
prepared at the request of PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat, also 
urged Palestinian authorities to 
set up democratic institutions 
and allow free trade unions. 

The 67>page plan of action, 
to be discussed at the ILO's 
annual meeting opening in 
’Geneva Tuesday, offers 30 
projects to create jobs, reduce 
poverty and strengthen social 
protection. 

"Of paramount and immedi- 
ate importance is the need to 
address the drastic economic 
situation of the territories,” 
said the report by ILO 
Director-General Michel Han- 
senne. obtained by Reuters 
ahead of the 171 -member 
talks. 

The situation had deterio- 
rated further over the past year 
as a result of Israeli curfews 
and closures which prevented 
Palestinian workers from going 
to work, according to the ILO. 

The ILO warned the situa- 
tion could worsen if the Israeli 
government pursues its inten- 
tion — "for security and other 
reasons" — to apply a policy 
that would reduce to a mini- 
mum the number of Palesti- 
nian workers permitted to 
work in Israel. 

“The consequences of the 
strict application of such a poli- 
cy for the economy of the 
territories, as well as for 
Israeli- Palestinian relations, 
would be extremely damaging, 
since the economic survival of 
the territories depends largely, 
at leasr in the immediate fu- 
ture. on access to jobs in Israel 
being accorded to some 

100,000 Palestinian workers,” 
it said. 

"It is of the utmost import- 
ance, at least for the time 
being, to ensure access to the 


Israeli labour market for tens 
of thousands, or better still, an 
unlimited number of Palesti- 
nian workers,” the report 
added. 

The average number of 
Palestinian workers in Israel 
declined to 84,000 last year or 
27 per cent of all employed, 
down from about 115.000 or 36 
per cent of the year before, 
meaning 1993 had "the lowest 
proportion since 1971. ” 
according to the report. 

But it said observers consi- 
dered this figure to be an over- 
estimate by Israeli authorities. 

Preliminary data suggest 

232.000 Palestinians were 
working within the occupied 
territories in 1993. not count- 
ing workers in East Jerusalem 
and Israeli settlements, it 
added. 

ILO attributed this apparent 
14 per cent rise in "domestic" 
employment largely to a mas- 
sive drop in the number of 
Palestinians working in the 
Gulf and in Israel. 

“Wage receipts from Israel 
are reported to have plum- 
meted from an all-time high of 
5930 million in 1992 to S5S6 
million in 1993,” it added. 

“There has been no such 
thing, however, as a sudden 
upsurge in the number of 
stable wage jobs providing a 
reasonable alternative to the 
ordeal of trying to work ‘across 
the green line',” it said. 

The ILO, set up in 1919 to 
promote social justice and 
workers' rights, urged Palesti- 
nian authorities to establish a 
“regulatory framework” for an 
effective system of relations 
between capital and labour. 

"A heavy responsibility lies 
upon the trade unions of the 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip, 
not only to secure the right to 
represent Palestinian workers 
who work in Israel, but more 
generally to develop their 
capacity effectively to play a 
constructive role in the build- 
ing of a new society and par- 
ticipate in the creation of a 
viable economy,” it said. 


OPEC chief sees more 
oil demand, higher prices 


WASSENAAR, Netherlands 
(R) — OPECs troubles should 
be over if it can keep its output 
steady until the end of the 
year, the oil producer group’s 
secretary-general Subroto said 
Friday. 

Western economic recovery 
and booming Far East markets 
are increasing oil demand so 
test that OPEC will soon no 
longer need to worry about 
overproduction and prices 
should continue to rise. Dr. 
Subroto told Reuters in an 
interview. 

‘The problem of overpro- 
duction is no longer an issue 
because of the expected rise in 
demand. World oil demand 
will be about one million bar- 
rels per day higher next year 
than this,” be said, adding that 
global oil consumption was 
currently around 64.9 million 
barrels per day (b/d). 

The Organisation of Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) has faced an almost 
continual struggle over the last 
decade to prevent its members’ 
oil production from exceeding 
demand. Many member states 
desperately need to maximise 
thier oil revenues and some 
have found it difficult to stick 
to the output quotas agreed at 
OPEC meetings. 

Quota "cheating" and slug- 
gish economic demand com- 
bined to push world oil prices 
down to five-year lows this 

Opel to cut 
2,000 jobs 

RUESSELSHEIM. Germany 
(AFP) — German automaker 
Adam Opel A.G.. a General 
Motors subsidiary, is to axe 

2,000 jobs by the end of the 
year, die firm has announced 
in Ruesselsheim. 

It said some of the job re- 
ductions would result from 
permanent layoffs, the first 
ones for many years. 

The plan is aimed at reduc-’ 
ing the number of Opel jobs in 
Germany to fewer than 46,000. 
the automaker said, in the 
wake of an initial cut of 5,000 
jobs made las^ year. 



Subroto 

» when the benchmark 
Sea Brent crude oil fell 
below 513 a barrel. But oil 
prices have since recovered to 
over 516 and Dr. Subroto said 
they would not collapse again. 

"Oil prices fell sharply at the 
end of last year leaving 
OPEC's basket of crude oil 
around $12.50 a barrel but it is 
now back up (to around 
S15.8S) and we do not expect 
this to happen again," Dr. 
Subroto said. “We expect a 
steady recovery in prices.” 

He said OPEC oil output 
was currently very close to the 
ceiling of 24.52 million h/d 
agreed for this year at the 
group’s last meeting in March 
plus a further 300,000 or 


400,000 b/d or for Iraq. 

“This means current produc- 
tion is around 24.8 million b / 
d,” he said, adding that the 
figure was close to demand for 
the group's oil. 

He saw no reason for OPEC 
to raise production this year. 

“Of course the OPEC meet- 
ing (in Vienna on June 15) 
could decide to raise produc- 
tion but we have (so for) 
agreed to keep production un- 
changed this year,” Dr. Sub- 
roto said. 

He said demand for OPEC 
oil would rise through the rest 
of the year and “could be 
about 26 million b/d" in the 
fourth quarter — an estimate 
recently made by the London- 
based Centre for Global Ener- 
gy Studies, headed by ex-Saudi 
Arabian oil minister. Sheikh 
Ahmad Zaki Yamani. 

It was important OPEC 
members gave oil prices a 
chance to respond to the high- 
er demand and did not jump 
the gun and boost production 
ahead of the expected in- 
crease, Dr. Subroto said. 

‘We have already sent letters 
of reminder to OPEC mem- 
bers warning them that this has 
happened in the past,” the 
pointed out. 

But, provided OPEC output 
stayed level this year, it would 
soon not need to worry about 
overproduction . 


Taiwan ranks 5 th 
in inf o industry 


Taiwan produced some 
US$10 billion worth of in- 
formation industry products 
last year, ranking it the fifth 
in the world after the United 
States, Japan, the United 
Kingdom, and Singapore. 
The semi-official China Ex- 
ternal Trade Development 
Council predicted that the 
exports of Taiwan’s informa- 
tion industry would keep 
growing by an estimated 
yearly rate of 15 per cent this 
year. 


The total hardware output 
in computers and peripherals 
stood at US$9.7 billion in 
1993, plus information ser- 
vices worth US$1.1 billion. 

At present, Taiwan is 
touted as the world’s No. 1 
supplier in motherboards (83 
per cent of world market 
share), computer mice (80 
per cent), image scanners (55 
per cent), monitors (SI per 
cent), and keyboards (49 per 
cent): 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 

THE RELIABLE 

\ 


RRCKMG. AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING. DOOft-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 


; AMIN KAMARASONS 

m 604^76 8Q4696 




^ i 


FOR RENT & SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For fnore details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Tel. 810605/810609/810520 
Fax: 810520 


THE 


(§Jal 

C%>aJt 

RESTAURANT 


Security, Hospitality 
& Gastronomy 


La vie Seautu 
center 

for Facial cleansing, Massage, 
Sugaring, Waring flail Can 

, Make-Up And Bridal 
Made-Up. 

We us* the best French Cosmetiu 


9 


femand aubry 


Reservation & Information 

Um Uihainah - Tel.: 661217 


Budget 


The Official Car & Truck 
Rental Company 

WoridCupVSm 

Tel :698 131 
Fax ; 673 312 


Real Chinese Cuisine 
and Great Far Eastern 
Atmosphere . 
Open for Lunch & 
Dinner 6 days 
a week : 


MMIVUZE 

;;3 S/>QR-ts pOfi 

Sports & programmes 
Live Via Satellite 
7 days a week 
4p.m. till 12 p.m. 
nncl the kamtkazis 
are always I J.I). Each 




TALK OFTHETOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Open nightly 

From 9 * PJL to 3 * AIL 
Tuaadsy cloud 

Td: 685211 Fax ‘.617779 
Middk Bad Eotd - Shmdiaai 


FOR RENT 


The Rut dam Hotel in 

Amman that ha* a , 

aa^ !■» iMANNaam I 

■uicnnwvB hi Bray raopu 
“Satellfto T.V. Reception” . 


IJAirOTKL 


Amman - Tel. 607193 
P.O.Box 0403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatr iates end 
Bu si ne s smen 


J 


/ CHEN'S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Esiate. near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 330 p.m. 
6:30 - Midnight 

V Mr Conditioned Hall / 



Egj/RawtJJ 
The firsts beat 
Chinese Restaurant 
fn Jordan 

istCtrcle Jabal Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

TWawyli — S S Ia 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — MidnigBt 

TeL 63996$ 


12 am -V. Late 


)vr:-F.t.:sT;‘.rs:t! 

J IZK- 


C3j 

I HI Bi-mIs 
iNUI '.N Cl [SINK. 


Bufcfiara 


< >fi 1 ..h I •. s- H a. 1 : r s • h 
For rcsrrviitiens cjil tii35' 




DotaeV9asarf Aogfennfs 

in Airman- 

For farther detials please call 
SANABLE REAL ESTATE 
TEL: 864230 FAX864231 


SZECHWAN GARDENS J 
EHINESE RESTAURANT 


Opc»IbX.330*6M - 

Tnkm away hs 

Shat AMnb Strmt 
Um Utoatnah Commensal Centra 

TeU 881174 
^jmluhd tiwipuuj 


SELECT HOTEL 


Qr«— 

@ Superior Hold Services for 
Businessmen & Families & its 

NeGrEsCo BaR 

@ Good Drinks & 

Excellent Snacks 
©Open Noons 
& Evenings 


Jabal AtWebdeh/Tel. 637101/637102 



STUDIO HAIG 

Pkotoaforml Quality m 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get- 

• JUMBO phots 

st* 30 % Imrgmr 

0 Fret #af«rgu- 

20x30 cm 


Shmeisuri - 
Bank. Phone: 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


Maintenance and 
Repair Services 


Dane by well atoned and 
Professional Technicians 



Phone <504671 


BJ Electrolux 


Yon Know 

Om* PhrosA Sandwiches 
NowTrqThe 

% Italian Pasta 

iftMW Way 

Spaghetti 
Pane 
PeBueane 

PnpaM^HtfDUbufiMb 

s !SS 




i 





















































































































World News 


JORDAN TIMES, SUNDAY, JUNE 5, 1994 


Rwanda rebels squeeze government 


~ R'bcl force, 
mvISS 6 * wanda ’s interim 
Satimtay tight- 
™°K aronnd the 
i* ■anthem hold- 

™?i a M»L' cader l f aid 

Wiil2 may have 

m two month, of 

^ •*“ “Pit- 

M&ssw 

j° n of some 30 wounded chil- 
dren will go ahead as planned. 
y°ung victims, many 

SS n s f v ®5P .^juries, will be 
ilcram to Nairobi and then on 
to Pans. 

U.N. officials confirmed Fri- 

p ay ♦ t Jlfn^ Wanda Parotic 
Front (RPF) Thursday overran 
the village of Kabgayi and a 
camp where tens of thousands 
of refugees were trapped in 
fear of slaughter by govern- 
ment troops and militiamen. 

Kabgayi is five kilometres 
south of the town of Gitarama, 
40 kilometres southwest of 
Kigali, and the headquarters of 
the interim government which 
fled the capital shortly after 
civil war and massacres started 
on April 6. 

“Personally I believe Gitar- 
ama is a higher priority for the 
RPF than Kigali, they RFF say 
they can take it any time they 
want, but we will see,” said 
U.N. military spokesman Jean 
Guy Plante. 


The government is com- 
posed of members of the Hutu 
majority. Hie RFF, dominated 
by the Tutsi minority, has 
branded it “a clique of killers” 
and vowed to topple it. 

The government has denied 
or ganising the mass slaughter 
of Tutsis and Hutu opponents 
of President Juvenal Habyari- 
mana, whose killing in a rocket 
attack on his plane unleashed 
the bloodletting. 

On Friday, the RPF*s Radio 
Mnhabura quoted its chairman 
Alexis Kanyarengwe as saying 
nearly one million people had 
now perished in two months of 
civil war and tribal massacres. 

He gave the figures at a news 
conferenc for Italian and Au- 
stralian reporters at rebel 
headquarters in northern 
Mulinai. 

“The RPF chairman conde- 
mned the Rwandan leaders for 
promoting the killings through 
their preaches, newspapers 
and government-controlled 
radios. He estimated the peo- 
ple who have been killed so tar 
in a period of only two months 
to be close to one million,” the 
English-language radio report 
said. 

Aid workers in Rwanda say 
an estimated 500,000 people, 
many of them members of the 
Tutsi minority in Rwanda, 
have been killed in the blood- 
letting. 

U.N. officers said rebels 


seized Kabgayi after govern- 
ment forces slipped away to- 
wards Gitarama. Most of the 
interim government left the 
town last Saturday for die 
western city of Kibuye. 

The former Roman Catholic 
seminary at Kabgayi was the 
site of a sprawling refugee 
camp where aid workers re- 
ported die massacre of 500 
seized refugees almost every 
night and lolled them. 

U.N. officials said they had 
no word on the fate of the 
estimated 38,000 refugees at 
Kabgayi, many of them Tutsis 
who lived in conditions almost 
as bad as a concentration 
camp. 

But they were divided over 
whether the RFP, anxious to 
avoid taking casualties, would 
risk a big battle to knock out 
the government seat or would 
step up the assault on Kigali. 

They said they could not rule 
out an army counterattack. 

The U.N. Assistance Mis- 
sion in Rwanda (UN AMIR) 
demanded answers Friday 
from the RPF as to why its 
guerrillas fired on a U.N. con- 
voy taking refugees towards 
Gitarama, forcing the opera- 
tion to rescue civilians from 
Kigali to a ^ain be halted. 

The RPF has captured two 
thirds of the country in eight 
weeks, forcing hundreds, of 
thousands and perhaps mil- 
lions of Hntus to flee foe 


southwest comer of the central 
African country. 

Meanwhile, the Internation- 
al Committee of the Red Cross 
(IGRC) has appealed for other 
aid agencies to come and help 
hundreds of thousands of peo- 
ple fleeing the rebel advance. 

Phillip Gayard, chief ICRC 
dele g ate in the country, said 
other aid agencies should try 
and set op in the main southern 
towns or Butare, Kabgayi and 
Gitarama. ^ 

“There must be hundreds of 
thousands maybe miUJons of 
people in the southwest of 
Rwanda who need everything 
— food, water, sanitation. 
They only have what they 
could carry,” he said, 

Africa to offer troops 

Meanwhile, a summit of 14 
African stales agreed Friday to 
offer troops for Rwanda and 
provide other aid to halt its 
civil strife that has killed 
500,000 people, conference 
chairman Zimbabwean Presi- 
dent Robert Mugabe said. 

Mr. Mugabe, in tempting a 
session of two-day economic 
talks by African leaders in 
Zimbabwe, said the 14 leaders 
had weed a statement to be 
issued Friday night conde- 
mning the “genocide” in 
Rwanda and calling for an im- 
mediate end to hostilities and 
observance of a trace. 


Serbs meet conditions for Bosnian talks — U.N. 


SARAJEVO (R) — U.N. 
peacekeeping troops in 
Gorazde said Serbs have either 
withdrawn from an exclusion 
zone around the town or sur- 
rendered their arms, enabling 
ceasefire talks in Geneva to 
proceed, a U.N. source said in 
Sarajevo. 

“The Duke of Wellingtons 
(British peacekeepers) are 
very happy the talks can be 
* saved,” said the source, refer- 
ring to the withdrawal of Serbs 
prior to a 2 p.m. (1200 GMT) 
'Saturday deadline after which 
the Geneva ceasefire talks 
were set to be scrapped. 

The U.N. source, speaking 
at about 1.45 p.m. (1145 
GMT), said ail armed Serbs 
had either left the zone or had 
surrendered their weapons and 
that the area in question, on 
the east bank of file China 
River within three kilometres 
of Gorazde town, was now 
completely under U.N. con- 
trol. 

U.N. special envoy Yasushi 
Akaski bad set the deadline 


after Serbs continued to refuse 
to withdraw from the U.N.- 
mandated exclusion zone. 

It remains to be seen 
whether Bosnia's Muslim-led 
government will accept U.N. 
word of the pullout or wilJ 
require that its representatives 
visit the zone to see for them- 
selves. 

Bosnia’s government has re- 
fused to join the U.N.- 
sponsored ceasefire talks in 
Geneva for the past two days 
because of the Serbs* failure to 
pull back from the Gorazde 
zone. 

Diplomats in Geneva said 
Bosnian leaders started a para- 
llel dosed-door session with 
major powers at the French 
mission in Geneva to discuss 
political matters and future ter- 
ritorial division of Bosnia. 

The U.N. Protection Force 
(UNPROFOR) spokesman in 
Sarajevo, Major Rob Ararink, 
told reporters Saturday, mi- 
nutes before the Bosnia-wide 
ceasefire talks were due to 
start, that Serbs were still with- 


in the Gorazde three 
kilometres exclusion zone. 

But on a positive note Maj. 
Annink said: “It appears tbs 
Serb withdrawal of armed civi- 
lians... has begun.” 

GanwHan U.N. peacekeep- 
ers deployed into Gorazde Fri- 
day night with 62 men and 
seven armoured personnel car- 
riers. 

“As of first light this morn- 
ing UNPROFOR is patrolling 
known (Serb) positions.” 
Bosnian Serb leader Rado- 
van Karadzic said the situation 
around Gorazde would be re- 
solved when the Canadian 
troops took over from what he 
called “armed Serb civilians” 
protecting Serb homes inside 
the exclusion zone. 

After an urgent meeting in 
Geneva with Mr. Karadzic and 
his military chief General Rat- 
ko Mladic, Yasushi Akashi, 
the - top. U.N. official in former 
Yugoslavia, was waifing'^for 
another report from Gorazde 
before making a final decision. 
IBs spokesman Michael Wil- 


SHANGHAI (R) — A leading 
Shanghai dissident was in de- 
tention on the fifth anniversary 
■of the Tiananmen Square 
crackdown Saturday after he 
sent an open letter to the gov- 
ernment asking for a national 
human rights body to be set 
up. 

Bao Yin. the sister of dissi- 
dent Bao Ge, said by tele- 
- phone that more than IG plain 
clothed police had entered 
'their apartment shortly before 
.midnight Friday and took Mr. 
Bao away. The two live there 
. with Mr. Bao's mother. 

Five years ago Saturday, the 
■ Chinese military cracked down 
on student protest in Beijing. 
. Hundreds, perhaps thousands, 
of people were killed. 

"They did not show us any 
documents or give any ex- 
' planation.” Bao Yin said. 
“They wanted it to be done as 
quietly as possible, so as not to 
wake the other people in the 
building. The minibus was 
There (from nine o'clock) but 
they waited until later.” 

She said the police did not 
say why Mr. Bao was being 
detained or where he was 
being taken. “1 think it was 
because of the letter. He was 
expecting to be detained. He 
was not afraid.” 

Mr. Bao Friday gave repor- 
ters the contents of the letter 
by telephone and asked for it 
to be released Saturday. He 
said he had sent the letter to 
the civil affairs minister. 

He said the proposed orga- 
nisation would investigate 
issues such as farmers' rights. 
_ free labour unions, freedom of 
religion and protection of the 
rights of women, children and 
the elderly. 

"This letter is to show socie- 
ty and the world that, despite 
the massacre. Chinese have 
not given up their demand for 
human rights and democratic 
freedoms.” he said. 

Mr. Bao said the organisa- 
tion would give copies of its 
findings to new media and the 
government. 

In Beijing, road blocks were 
mounted in the city's campus 
district as part of a major 
security clamp-down to keep 
fading memories of the 
Tiananmen Square killings 
from spilling into renewed pro- 
test. 

The square was awash with 
|., p s and security personnel to 
‘Tjk an official visit by 
Cambodian King Sihanouk 
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A couple bow before a replica of the Goddess of Democracy to 
commemorate those killed in the crushing of the June 4 
democracy movement five years ago today. Hong Kong remains 
a place where people can freely express their grief about the 
brutal crackdown, unl&e Bering where tight security has 
discouraged any political activity (AFP photo) 


and snufF out any attempts at 
commemoration. 

Mr. Bao said he was ready to 
publish the names of 167 peo- 
ple in Shanghai who wished to 
take part in the organisation 
and other interested people 
from at least six provinces else- 
where in China. 

He said the letter also asked 
for compensation for the vic- 
tims of Japanese aggression in 
China between 1931 and 1945. 
and for victims of ‘■‘the mas- 
‘sacre " in Beijing five years 
ago. 

Mr. Bao had invited repor- 
ters to attend what he said was 
a service of remembrance for 
the victims of Tiananmen at a 
Shanghai Protestant Church 
Saturday moming. 

in Beijing, a dissident 
teacher. Ding Zilin. and her 
husband began a 48-hour hun- 
ger strike Thursday to protest 
ar weeks of police harassment. 
The couple's 17-year-old son 
was killed in 1989. 

In Hong Kong, a small 
crowd bowed in silence in front 


of a five-metre (17-feet)-high 
column, adorned by a wreath 
and the inscription: ‘To the 
democrats of Jura 4th, whom 
we will never forget." 

Nearby stood a replica of the 
Goddess of Democracy, the 
statue that the Tiananmen 
Square students had erected in 
1989, directly opposite the 
giant portrait of Chairman 
Mao. 

Hong Kong police cordoned 
off Xinhua News Agency, the 
de-facto official Chinese repre- 
sentation in the colony, after 
several dozen students jostled 
with police outside the building 
late Friday in a commemora- 
tive protest. 

Tibetan students paid hom- 
age to victims of the Tianan- 
men Square massacre on its 
fifth anniversary Saturday and 
extended their moral support 
to Chinese dissidents. 

The Tibetan Youth Con- 
gress (TYC) expressed its soli- 
darity with "those Chinese stu- 
dents. intellectuals and others 
who are striving to bring demo- 
cracy and freedom to China.” 


Hams told reporters that UN- 
PROFOR Bosnia commander 
Lieutenant-General Sir 
Michael Rose had spoken to 
the U.N. commander in 
Gorazde and had been told 
that 20 armed Serbs still re- 
mained in the zone. 

The talks had been called by 
Mr. Akashi to seek a four- 
month ceasefire throughout 
Bosnia, where fighting is still 
going on in the north and 
centre. 

Under a draft proposal, the 
ceasefire would last an initial 
four months during which time 
major power mediators would 
try to promot e a political set- 
tlement wi thin the “contact 
group”, comprising repre- 
sentatives of the United States, 
the European Union and Rus- 
sia. 

The first round in Fiance 
ended without apparent prog- 
ress on a proposal to, give 51 
per cent of Bosnia to a Muslim- 
Croat Federation, with the rest 
going to file Serbs who now 
control 70 per cent. 


Philippine 
troops 
capture 
1 st rebel 
stronghold 

ZAMBOANGA, Philippines 
(R) — Philippine troops killed 
20 guerrillas, including a rebel 
leader, when they overran a 
fortified hill Saturday as part of 
a big assault on the southern 
strongholds of a radical Mus- 
lim group, the region's military 
commander said. 

Major-General Orlando 
Soriano said Marines overran 
Pafikul Hill in southern Jolo 
Island where 40 to 50 guerrillas 
of the fundamentalist Abu 
Sayyaf Group had well pre- 
pared positions. The attack be- 
gan Friday. 

“A body count shows 20 
killed in the encounter, includ- 
ing the right-hand man of Abu 
Sayyaf,” Soriano told a news 
conference in Zamboanga, the 
military headquarters for the 
southern Philippines in Minda- 
nao Island. 

His next objective was the 
group's main stronghold, ab- 
out seven kilometres away in 
rugged, mountain terrain. 






***** 




The bodies of earthquake and tidal wave victims 
He scattered outside a community centre after an 
earthquake measuring 5.9 on the Richter scale 



tiggered tidal waves in the East Java city of 
Banyuwangi (AFP photo) 


Mass aftershocks trigger fresh 
killer wave alert in Indonesia 


JAKARTA (R) — More than 
400 earthquake aftershocks 
have hit an already devastated 
area of East Java, triggering 
fears of more killer tidal 
waves. 

On neighbouring Bali, local 
officials were reported to be 
monitoring the possibility of 
tidal waves hitting the resort 
island's beaches. 

More than 200 people were 
reported killed or missing in 
East Java Saturday, nearly 40 
hours after up to 12 tidal waves 
pounded towns and villages 
following a big earthquake. 

“We have recorded over 400 
aftershocks. They could cause 
more tidal waves, although 
they would probably not be as 
big.” an official of the Jakarta 
Geophysical Agency told Reu- 
ters. 


The Indonesian News Agen- 
cy, Antara, said another earth- 
quake measuring 6.0 the Rich- 
ter Scale and with its epicentre 
deep underground struck an 
area between Bali and Java at 
dawn on Saturday but there 
were no immediate reports of 
casualties. 

The Jakarta, Geophysical 
Agency, told Reuters it had no 
record of a new quake. 
Antara, quoting geophysical 
officials in Bali, said the 
quake's epicentre was 61 
kilometres southwest of De- 
npasar, Bali's capital. 

A senior government offi- 
cial, quoted by Antara, urged 
people already affected by Fri- 
day's disaster to prepare ** 
the "strong possibility" 
more tidal waves. 

“Also, there is a big possibil- 


ity that the tidal waves which - 
struck East Java yesterday also ; 
hit Bali's beaches,” a geoph- 
ysical official, Djumadi, was 
quoted by Antara as saying. 

Police and official media re- 
ports said at least 172 bodies 
had been found in East Java, 
while 47 people were missing. 

At least 630 homes were 
destroyed in fire initial quake 
and tidal waves, which struck 
when most people were sleep- ■ 
ing. About 260 vessels, mainly 
fishing boats, were missing. 

The killer waves pounded a 
remote and sparsely-populated 
area in the southeastern comer 
of Java. They followed a quake 
measuring 5.9 on the Richter 
Scale at 1.0 a.m. on Friday 
(1800 GMT Thursday). Its 
epicentre was beneath the In- 
dian Ocean. 


Manila meeting recognises East Timor ‘nation’ 


MANILA (R) — A conference 
on East Timor which angered 
Indonesia and embarrassed 
host nation the Philippines en- 
ded Saturday with a call for 
Indonesian forces to quit the 
island a resolution declaring it 
an independent nation. 

More than 100 delegates also 
urged the United Nations to 
intervene, called for the re- 
lease of aH East Timorese poli- 
tical prisoners and appealed to 
donor countries to pressure 
Jakarta into giving the 
Timorese their freedom. 

The five-day conference 
bringing together individuals 
from 19 countries condemned 
human rights abuses in the 
former Portuguese colony and 
pledged “to help in the strug- 
gle of the Maubere (East 
Timorese) for genuine libera- 
tion in any way we can.” 

“I pledged to do all in my 
power so that the United Na- 
tions wiD listen to what we say, 
secure freedom for East Timor 


without delay and hold a free, 
fair referendum,” Japanese 
Roman Catholic Aloisius 
Nobuo Soma told the closing 
session. 

More than 200,000 Timorese 
are alleged to have died since 
Indonesia annexed the terri- 
tory in 1976 as its 27th pro- 
vince. The United Nations has 
never recognised Jakarta's rule 
in the area. 

The delegates broke into a 
standing ovation and chanted 
“free Xanana, free East 
Timor, Indonesia out now” af- 
ter approving by acclamation 
12 resolutions backing East 
Timor's straggle for independ- 
ence. 

Xanana refers to Xanana 
Gusmao, the top East 
Timorese resistance leader in 
jail in Indonesia. 

The privately organised 
meeting had enraged Jakarta 
and forced Philippine Presi- 
dent Fidel Ramos, worried at 


losing $700 milli on in potential 
Indonesian investments, to ex- 
pel 10 foreign delegates, in- 
cluding Nobel Peace laureate 
Mairead Maguire, and black- 
list 34 others. 

Despite the ban, 51 foreign 
participants, mostly little 
known peace activists, man- 
aged to slip by immigra tion 
agents. 

Organisers accused Indone- 
sia or 'being- an “Asian bally” 
and slammed Mr. Ramos for 
knuckling under to Jakarta’s 
pressure. 

Delegates applauded a Fili- 
pino delegate’s resolution 
“recognising East Timor as an 
independent country separate 
from Indonesia.” 

Other resolutions urged the 
sending of a fact-finding mis- 
sion to East Timor and called 
on aid donors Japan, Austra- 
lia, New Zealand and Sooth 
Korea “to press Indonesia to 
extricate itself from East 
Timor." 


Romania court tries 1989 massacre case 


BUCHAREST (R) — The 
trial of three Romanian offic- 
ers blamed for the military 
massacre of some 50 people 
during the 1989 anti-Ceausescu 
revolt is taking place amid ter- 
ror and death threats, survi- 
vors said. 

As the “airport massacre 
trial” ended its first week, rela- 
tives of about 50 cadets, sol- 
diers and airport staff shot 
dead in the bloodbath said they 
were receiving death threats 
and that they feared reprisals if 
the accused were convicted. 

The three, who are at liber- 
ty. are on trial before the 
military section of Romania's 
Supreme Court, charged with 
murder and grievous wound- 
ing. They could get two to 10 
years in jail if found guilty as 
charged. 

In the first week the court 
has heard testimony from the 


accused: Major-General 
Dumitru Draghin, former 
army commander at the air- 
port, Major-General Grigore 
Ghita. its former commander 
of secret police troops, and 
Captain (onel Zorila. who led 
military forces in the area. 

Survivors and relatives of 
the dead will give evidence 
next week. The prosecution 
file contains 4.000 pages of 
evidence. 

“We were lucky to survive 
the massacre, but now we risk 
getting run over by a car.” one 
survivor said while walking 
through the court building to 
find a safe place to talk to a 
Reuter correspondent. A 
stranger tagged close behind. 

Survivors and relatives said 
that since inquiries started in 
1990 they had received many 
telephoned death threats. 
“This trial is taking place in 


terror and fear,” one said. 

“Some of the victims and 
relatives are so frightened that 
they think of withdrawing from 
the court case,” one said. 

Several unidentified men, 
mainly in their 40s, sat in the 
courtroom among the survi- 
vors and relatives of the vic- 
tims. or stood in the corridors 
watching who was talking to 
who. 

“These are all the spies of 
the three officers. They are 
watching very closely what we 
do and what we say,” said one 
of the survivors. Like the 
others, he asked not to be 
named. 

The nial concerns chaotic shooting 
at Bucharest Airport during 
the confused December 1989 
revolution in which Stalinist 
dictator Nicolae Ceausescu 
was toppled and executed. 


Republicans fight each other in Virginia race 


RICHMOND, VA (R) — 
Some 15,000 feuding Republi- 
can delegates met here Friday 
for a two-day convention at 
which controversial Iran- 
contra scandal figure Oliver 
North predicts he will become 
the party's U.S. Senate 
nominee. 

His opponent, James Miller, 
51, budget director under for- 
mer President Ronald Reagan, 
said the race for the Republi- 
can nomination remained 
close. Mr. Miller conceded he 
remained in an uphill fight 
since Col. North has ardent 
supporters. 

“It's emotion over reason.” 
said Mr. Miller. 

But he added the central 
question for delegates casting 
their ballots Saturday re- 
mained: 

"Do we want to stick it to 
Bill Clinton or don’t we? If we 
want to, we've got to pick 
someone who will win," 

The latest polls show that if 
the general election were being 
held now and not in Novem- 


ber. Democrat Charles Robb 
would defeat Col. North and 
keep his Senate seat. But Mr. 
Robb would lose to Mr. Miller, 
the surveys show. 

Mr. Robb is expected to win 
the June 14 Democratic prim- 
ary. 

Col. North's supporters said 
he has enough votes to win the 
Republican nomination and 
they have prepared a “North 
victory bus trip" through Virgi- 
nia to begin Sunday. The move 
echoes that of then- 
presidential candidate Bill 
Clinton who used a bus to 
travel around the country after 
he won the Democratic slot in 
1992. 

Col. North. 50. was fired 
from his job at the National 
Security Council when the 
Iran-contra scandal broke in 
1986. The scandal transformed 
him from an obscure Marine 
officer to a national celebrity. 

His supporters believe him 
to be super-patriot who stood 
up to congressional question- 


ers in 19S7 and defended his 
secret — illegal White House- 
run sales of arms to Iran with 
profits funnelled to U.S.- 
backed rebels in Nicaragua. 

He was convicted of lying to 
Congress, shredding docu- 
ments and accepting a gift of a 
security fence from an Iran- 
contra figure. The convictions 
were thrown out because the 
special prosecutor was unable 
to prove they were not tainted 
by the congressional testimony 
given under grant of immunity. 

Col. North's political ambi- 
tions have made the Virginia 
race one of the most closely- 
watched in the nation. 

But Col. North also has split 
the Virginia's party, which is 
coming off a victory with last 
year's election of Republican 
Governor George Alien. 

Instead of a celebrating in 
this city that served as the old 
confederacy's capital during 
the civil war. kepublicans are 
fighting each other. 

Col. North, campaigning as 


a Washington “outsider” who 
promises to cut spending, low- 
er taxes and limit terms of 
members of Congress if 
elected, has the backing of 
right-wing conservatives in- 
cluding many Christian fun- 
damentalists. 

Mr. Miller, like Col. North, 
is a novice to elective politics. 
Mr. Miller is backed by main- 
stream Republican who fear 
“extremists” will take over the 
party apparatus if Col. North 
wins. 

Virginia’s senior Republican 
Senator John Warner calls Col. 
North “an embarrassment” 
alleging he lied to Congress 
over the covert arms-for- 
hostage sale that touched off 
the worst scandal of the 
Reagan administration. 

Former President Ronald 
Reagan has criticised Col. 
North as well. In a letter to 
former Nevada Senator Paul 
Laxalt, Mr. Reagan denied 
that Col. North had privately 
briefed him about the arms 
deal as Col. North contended. 


Children buy 
used syringes as 
toys in China 

BEUING (R) — Chinese chil- 
dren are being sold used dis- 
posable syringes to use as wi- 
ter pistols in a medical night- 
mare that risks spreading dis- 
eases such as -hepatitis and 
AIDS, the official Fanner's 
Daily said Friday. The Medi- 
cine Inspection Institute and 
other official organisations in 
Zaoyang City, Hubei province, 
have cracked down on the 
used-syringe trade and confis- 
cated 10,000 dirty needles from 
businessmen, it said. "Private 
businessmen bought these pol- 
luted syringes at seven fen (less 
than one U.S. cent) each and 
sold them to schoolchildren as 
toys at 20-40 fen (2.5-4.5 cents) 
each.” the newspaper said. 
“Schoolchildren would use the 
syringes as water guns, sprink- 
' ling water on each other, or 
make them into pencils,'' it 
said. The newspaper urged 
greater attention to the prob- 
lem of used syringes, which can 
carry deadly viruses. “They 
must be destroyed according to 
the rules and regulations, but 
some medical units have tailed 
to destroy them,” the news- 
paper said. “This type of pol- 
luted syringe is being sold at*, 
the gates of many rurar 
schools," the Farmer’s Daily 
said,' urging parents ana 
teachers to tell children not to 
play with them. 

Moscow clamps 
down on sales 
. of pornography 

MOSCOW (R) — Moscow au- 
thorities have banned the sale 
of “erotic material'' in the 
capital's streets in a bid to stop 
pornography getting into chil- 
drens' bands, a senior city offi- 
cial said Friday. Vladimir " 
Petukhov, deputy head of the 
city administration's press 
committee which drafted the 
, new law clamping down on the 
sale of pornography, said from 
now on adult publications 
could only be sold in special 
designated shops. “The city 
council decided that the sale of 
these kinds of publications 
should be regulated as it is in 
other places in the world. The 
sale will be controlled — there 
is no ban on distribution,” he 
said in a telephone interview. 
“You know as well as I do that 
this kind of stuff is sold dose to 
schools and other educational 
■ '^establishments. The dty does* 
not -control this in any way af 
>thd moment.” The law ban§ 
the sale of pornography in the 
streets, at underground and 
railway stations, pedestrian 
watfcways and many other 
open spaces. It forbids the sale 
of pornography both to and by 
those under 16. Russians, in 
public at least, have always a 
somewhat prudish attitude to- 
sexual matters and pornogra- 
phy was almost unknown in the 
former Soviet Union until the 
late 1980s. But trade in por-r 
nography is now highly profit- 
able and it is virtually impossi- 
ble to escape sellers of explidt 
magazines in the centre of the 
dty. 

20% of Hong Kong 
girls want to be 
boys 

HONG KONG (R) — A sur- 
vey has found that one out of 
every five Hong Kong girls 
wishes she had been Born a 
boy, a newspaper said. The 
results sparked calls in the 
British colony for a more com-' 
prehensive youth services poli- 
cy and the elimination of gen-% 
der bias and sex-role stereo typ- ' 
ing in education, the South 
China Morning Post reported* 
The survey polled 2.087 Hong 
Kong youths of both sexesi 
between the ages of 12 and 17.. 
Slightly more than 19 per cent 
of the girls surveyed said they 
would prefer to be boys be- 
cause “girls have more restric- 
tions than boys” and “boys can 
protect girls.” the paper said. 
Only 3.8 per cent of boys were: 
unhappy with their sex, it said.' 
the survey found that 49 per 
cent of girls and 35.7 per cent 
of boys felt the status of the 
two sexes was unequal. 

Snake soup — 
good for what 
ails you 

NEW YORK <AP) - It W as 
enough to make your skin 
crawl. Police investigating a' 
burglary report at a storefront’ 
found a one-stop rattlesnake 1 
shopping outlet. Officers- 
arrested three men and reco- 
venomous western' 
diamondback rattlers. Thai’s 
not all they found. There were 
30 frozen rattlers, several rat- 
tlers cooking in a pot consom- 
me and a dozen baby rattlers 
floating in pint bottles of vod- 
“■ ™ e snaked-up booze ‘is # 

w by k Kr ans ,n ^ * 

York neighbourhood as medi- 

®" e h an . d . se,Is for $100 a pint, 
authorities said. The other 

fnSt 65 ^ ere apparently sold as 
suxk~ f ° r thC mCat 












NEWS IN BRIEF 


Wendlinger emerges from coma 

HINWIL. Switzerland (AFP) — Austrian driver Karf Wend- 
linger has regained consciousness after more than three weeks 
m a coma since crashing during practice for the Monaco Grand 
Pn * May 12. Wendlinger has been able to talk with relatives 
and has even begun to read magazines in hospital at Nice, bis 
bauber Mercedes team announced here Saturday. The Au- 
strian. whose condition is improving daily, is to be repatriated 
next week to Innsbruck's university hospital. 

UEFA fines AC Milan 140,000 francs 

ZURICH, Switzerland (AP) — UEFA Friday fined European 
champoins AC Milan a total of 140.000 Swiss francs S 100.000 
[°£. hO* violations during the season-long competition. 
UEFA's control and disciplinary commission ordered the 
Italian club to pay a total 130.000 francs ($92,000) because its 


fans hurled fireworks and other objects on to the field during 
the final against FC Barcelona and the semifinal against AS 
Monaco. It handed down an additional fine of 20.000 francs 
($7,000) to punish the team for behaviour during the May 18 
final in the Creek capital of Athens. Milan, which is owned by 
Italian Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi, won its fifth cham- 
pions cup title by beating Barcelona 4-0. 

S. Africans want to be 1st again 

GENEVA. Switzerland (AFP) — South Africa wants to stage 
its Formula One grand prix again next March in its traditional 
place as the opening event of the world championship season. 
"Our grand prix is already listed as the first reserve race on the 
provisional 1995 calendar," said South African Automobile 
Association spokesman Peter Elliott here Friday. Elliot and 
Prince Thumbumuzi-Dlammi are leading the South African 
delegation to the general assembly of FI A, the sport’s ruling 
body. 

Jordan struggles at the bat 

BIRMINGHAM, Alabama (AFP) — Retired basketball star 
Michael Jordan, once among the top hitters in his league, now 
struggles to keep a .200 average in his new sport, baseball. 
Jordan dipped to a season-low . 198 at the plate before a 
l-for-4 performance here in front of National Basketball 
Association (NBA) pal Charles Barkley. Barkley has spent the 
week with Jordan while pondering whether or not to retire 
himself. Jordan had a 13-game hitting streak and a .327 baiting 
average with the Birmingham Barons of the Class AA 
Southern League. But as he faces pitchers for the second and 
third times, they have learned to solve him by hurling curves 
and off-speed pitches instead of fastballs. Jordan, who guided 
the Chicago Bulls to three straight NBA crowns, quit to try 
and make the major leagues in the Chicago White Sox 
organisation. 


Bulgarian soccer chief resigns 

SOFIA. Bulgaria (AP) — The president of Bulgarian Soccer 
ttie *&t!la 5 e Federation offered his resignation Friday, after a row about 
the size of the bonuses he had promised to the World Cup 
team. Valentin Mibov, who was to head the Bulgarian 
17*25; delegation to the World Cup in the United States later this 
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month, promised each player S100.000 if the team makes it to 
the finals. But other mgiqbers of the Bulgarian federation 
challenged him on grounds that the sum was unrealistically 
high, and that the federation could not hope to raise that kind 
of money. 

Pantani takes 14th stage 

MERANO. Italy (AFP) — Italy’s Marco Pantani broke away 
on the final climb to win the 14th stage of the Tour of Italy by 
40 seconds here Saturday. But Russian Evgeni Berzin retained 
the overall leader’s pink jersey. Pantani, 24, beat out his more 
illustrious compatriots. Gianni Bugno and Claudio Chiappucd 
into second and third places. Pantani made his break, with 45 
kilometres to go on the fifth and final climb of this 235km 
stage, for his first stage win in the Giro. And on the descent, 
he overtook Switzerland's Pascal Richard, the last rider of a 
long breakaway. 

Jorge takes over at Benfica - 

LISBON (AFP) — Artur Jorge, who guided Paris St. Germain 
to the French championship, will coach Portuguese champions 
Benfica next season. The move was widely expected, but was 
confirmed for the first time by Benfica President Manuel 
Damasio in Saturday’s edition of Bola newspaper. Portuguese 
gave PSG their most successful season, with only their second 
French title and a place in the semi-finals of the European Cup 
Winners Cup, where they were outgunned by Arsenal. But 
PSG's top officials opted to appoint a Frenchman, Lius 
Femandez, for the coming season. 
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The bidding: 

Coot Sooth West North 

1 NT 2 ♦ Pass 2 1 

DM 2 7 3 * 3 7 

Pass 4 7 Pass Psss 

Pass 

Opening lead: Five of * 

H'b only natural that you should 
get upset when t play you molts 
costs your side a trick. But Rood 
Payers shake off the disappoint- 
ment and get to work seeing if the 
trick can be retrieved. 

This hand was dealt in the Cold- 
mu Pain at the recent Eastern 
States Regional. South's mo dubs 
showed either a riuimmd one-suiter 
or a major-minor two-suiter (dearly 
the red suits as the suction devel- 


oped). The rest of the auction was 
natural, although North's competi- 
tive raise to three hearts waa the act 

of a free spirit. 

West led a diamond. Declarer 
won in hand and, nnee the odds on a 
2-2 heart split an not that favor- 
able, crossed to dummy with the 
king of spadea to lead a trump. East 
shot up with the king, a play that, in 
practice, proved lo be an error, but 
ia theoretically correct. 

When that fetched partner’s 
queen. Boat berated bnaaelf and, 
with no further thought, conti n ued 
with aca of hearts and another— a 
defense that would have been right 
Vi«f4 declarer been 6-6 in the red 
wits. However, that would have giv- 
en West 11 black cards and two 
■rn ghtoM and West would surely 
hove acted immediately. Since the 
ten of spadea would take care of one 
or declarer's losers, the defender* 
took only two beast tricks and a 
dub. 

Iimw i iI, East should have re- 
turned the jack of spades at trick 
four. With insufficient entries to 
dummy to draw trumps and take a 
discard on the fourth spade, the 
contract has no play. One way or 
another. East must get a thud 

trump trick. 


Cinema Tel.; 634144 Cinema 

PHILADELPHIA 


Emirates-trained filly 
wins Epsom Oaks classic 


EPSOM, England (R) — 
Balanchine, ridden by Frankie 
Dettori, became the first horse 
trained in the United Arab 
Emirates to win an English 
classic' Saturday. 

The filly, a 6-1 chance, also 
provided Dettori with his first 
success in an Engtish classic, 
banting through driving rain to 
capture the Epsom Oaks by 
two and half lengths from wind 
in Her Hair (7-1), ridden by 
Richard Hills. 

Hawajiss (9-1). partnered by' 
Walter Swinburn. finished 
third another one and a quar- 
ter lengths away in third place. 

Balanchine, beaten a nostril 
in the 1,000 Guineas, amply 
compensated connections with 
a first prize of $221,000. 

Butaxie. ridden by Willie 
Carson, started 2-1 favourite, 
but after pulling strongly early 
on failed ro produce her best 
and trailed home seventh of 
the 10 runners. 

Carson had been hoping for 


a rare double after winning 
Wednesday’s Derby on Erhaab 
over the same course and 2.4 
km distance. 

Balanchine's victory con- 
tinued the remarkable record 
of (he Maktoum family who, 
between them, have scooped 
seven of the Iasi nine runnings 
of (he English Oaks. 

Balanchine was bought by 
Sheikh Mohammad from 
Robert Sangster last year and 
is now officially trained in 
Dubai by Hilal Ibrahim. 

She raced Saturday in 
brother Maktoum Al Mak- 
toum's colours, but it was a 
victory shared by all the fami- 
ly- 

With the going changed to 
good to soft minutes before the 
race, it became a slog, but 
Dettori kept his filly in front all 
the way up the 700 metres 
straight and punched the air in 
delight when they passed the 
post. 


Motor racing council 
confirms safety measures 


GENEVA (AP) — World 
motor racing’s ruling council 
Friday confirmed new safety 
measures aimed at increasing 
driver protection and cutting 
speeds in the wake of two 
deadly accidents that have 
stunned the sport. 

The general assembly of the 
under-fire International Auto- 
mobile Federation. FLA. said it 
woudl go ahead with plans to 
raise weight limits and intro- 
duce new fuel requirements 
and engine power restrictions 
with effect from the Canadian 
Grad Prix. June 12. 

There already has been 
opposition from some teams to 
measures introduced by FIA in 
the wake of the deaths of 
drivers Ayrton Senna and Ro- 
land Ratzenberger. 

FIA hopes the controversy 
will go away while keeping all 
involved, drivers, teams, con- 
structors, satisfied over the 
safety vs. performance debate. 

The measures agreed unani- 
mously by the 78-strong gener- 
al assembly, were largely ex- 
pected. 

FIA President Max Mosley 
told a news conference that 


headrests must be modified 
slightly before Montreal to 
give better shock absorption 
behind the drivers’ head and to 
cut the risk of the front wheel 
making contact with the head. 
Most fatalities over the years 
have been as a result of head 
injuries. 

Mosley tried to gloss over 
the differences that have raged 
between FIA and the teams 
since the deaths of world 
champion Senna and Austrian 
driver Ratzenburger at the 
May 1 San Marino Grand Prix 
at Imola, Italy. 

"The general atmosphere of 
the teams is very positive," he 
said. "They recognise that 
what we’re doing is neces- 
sary.” 

“We had 13 years with no 
fatalities, then suddenly we 
had this extraordinary succes- 
sion of accidents. It’s always 
distressing when change is 
forced by accidents.” 

Mosley added that racing 
authorities had “some fairly 
precise ideas” about what 
caused the Senna accident but 
it was still too early to draw 
final conclusions. 


Racial charges, empty 
rooms haunt preparations 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
World Cup fever remains slow 
in spreading across the United 
States just two weeks before 
the opening of the 24-team 
global football championship 
tournament. 

Mexican supporters will out- 
number U.S. fans when the 
host team were to play their 
final tuneup game Saturday in 
Pasadena, site of the July 17 
final. 

Boston organisers enlisted 
children as a major part of a 
World Cup rally Friday, hop- 
ing their parents would help 
boost disasterousJy low hotel 
bookings. Instead, they stared 
blankly when asked if they had 
ever heard of Pele. 

Boston hotel owners also 
have blank stares. Only 40.000 
rooms have been booked for 
World Cup, compared to the 
220,000 expected when they 


spent $180,000 as part of a host 
city bid. 

In Dallas, a Nigerian group 
was seeking the removal of the 
police chief of the suburban 
dty where their homeland’s 
team is based, citing racial 
slurs the law officer made. 

All in all, it’s confused state 
of events as teams begin to 
arrive. 

The U.S. team submined its 
final roster three hours before 
Friday's deadline, the last of 
the 24 teams to complete 
plans. About 60.000 fans were 
expected at the Rose Bowl for 
Saturday's exhibition, most of 
them rooting for Mexico. 

“It's always going to be an 
uphill battle for soccer in 
America.” said John Harkes, 
the midfielder who plays in 
England and will join the U.S. 
team for practice starting Mon- 
day. 


Apartment For Rent 
Abdoun Area 

Available fully furnished super deluxe apartments with two 
bedrooms, dining room, spacious living room with telephone 
and direct access to the garden. 

For more information call tel. 816322 


“A Furnished House For Rent” 

A fully-furnished house located in the 4th Circle area in 
Jabal Amman, consisting of two big bedrooms and a 
3rd small one, a large living area, dining area, kitchen, 
two-bathrooms, two balconies; storage room and a 
garden. 

Call 644963 daily 


Well Known Chinese Restaurant In Need For 


. ■ Chinese Cooks (2) minimum Experience 5 Years 


For Interview call 653482 The Far East Restaurant 


Rain stops 
final of 
French 
Open 

PARIS (AFP) — The 
women's singles final at the 
French Open between 
Spain's Arantxa Sanchez and 
Mary Pierce of France, which 
began in a steady drizzle 
nearly five hours behind 
schedule, was stopped after 
just three games because of 
renewed rain here Saturday. 

The scores were 2-1 to 
Pierce in the first set with 
Sanchez serving and having 
an advantage against her. 

The players had been on 
court for 17 minutes. 


to force seventh game 


‘ Capriati 
re-introduced 
acquaintance 
to drugs’ 

MIAMI (AP) — An attorney 
contended Friday that tennis 
star Jennifer Capriati bought 
drags for his client and seduced 
him into becoming a drug user 
again after he bad come dean. 

Ellis Rubin, a well-known 
Miami attorney who is railing 
for the U.S. Senate, said he 
would sue Capriati and her 
lawyer next week on behalf of 
Nathan Wilson, an 1 8-year-okl 
who met Capriati through a 
mutual friend who had been at 
a drag treatment programme 
with them. 

"That’s when Jennifer de- 
cided that Nathan would be a 
good person to supply her with 
cocaine," Rubin raid at a news 
conference in his law offices. 

Capriati “induced Nathan to 
forget about the drug rehab 
programme he had just com- 
pleted and was straight... (and) 
seduced him into using,” said 
Rubin. 

That allegation will form the 
basis for a $9 million dvil 
lawsuit Rubin said he will file 


INDIANAPOLIS. Indiana 
(R) — This time the New York 
Knicks bent but did not quite 
break in the fourth quarter as 
they held off the Indiana Pac- 
ers 98-91 Friday to force a 
deciding seventh game in the 
Eastern Conference finals. 

Derek Harper nailed a 15- 
foot jumper with 1:45 remain- 
ing to give New York the lead 
for good and made a big steal 
in the final 30 seconds, and 
John Starks broke out of a 
series-long slump by scoring 26 
points, hitting 5-of-6 from 3- 
point range. 

The Knicks, who crumbled 
at home Wednesday under 
Reggie Miller's 25-point 
fourth-quarter onslaught, will 
host game seven at Madison 
Square Garden Sunday. The 
winner will face the Rockets in 
the finals starting Wednesday 
in Houston. 

"It’s going to be a big task,” 
said Starks. “But we did the 
right thing in gening this first 
wtn. This was very important. 
We just wanted to get it back 
to the garden.” 

Miller scored 27 points. 12 in 
the fourth quarter, as the Pac- 
ers, trying to advance to the 
NBA finals for the first time in 
their history, suffered their 
first home loss in seven games 
in this year's playoffs. 

"We treated it like it was the 
seventh game of a cham- 
pionship.” said Starks. “We 


came out very well throughout 
the game and sustained our 
defensive intensity.” 

The Knicks snapped a five- 
game road losing streak in this 
year’s playoffs and won for 
only the second time in eight 
games away from home in the 
postseason. 

The Knicks. who squan- 
dered a 12-point fourth- 
quarter lead in game five, led 
80-69 going into the final 
period, but just as they had in 
game five they began sputter- 
ing on offence, allowing a 22- 
11 game-tying Indiana run. 

k . After New York’s eighth 
turnover of the quarter, Indi- 
ana caught the knicks at 91-91 
with 2:05 to go — the first tie 
since it was 35-35 early in the 
second quarter of a game in 
which, the Pacers never led. 
Miller made l-of-2 free throws 
for the tie. 

But then Harper made his 
jumper from the foul line and 
Miltin’ turned the ball over. 
Starks, fouled on a breakaway, 
converted two free throws to 
make it 94-91 and Derek 
McKey missed a 3-pointer at 
the 24-second buzzer. 

After some more helter- 
skelter play by both teams. 
Harper stripped Vein Fleming 
and was fouled with 25 seconds 
remaining. Harper made one 
of his free throws to push the 
New York lead to 95-91. 


After Fleming missed g S- 
pointer, Anthony Maspfj pmA* 

two free throws, stole jp. 
bounds pass and conv£f{£$S 
another foul shot for the 
score. 

“We just stayed togeitaf as 
a team," Starks, who finlsheo 
with a game-high six assist* . 
said of the Knicks* effort dowi 
the stretch. "They missed x 
couple of shots, we missed a 
couple of shots but wt p*-“ 
done down at the end 
Patrick Ewing ar* 
points and 10 rebo.jzj* 17 
New York, while CharS^f/pr 
ley contributed 14 pofpcPgfr 
nine rebounds. * 

Rik Smits scored jg jsnin: s 
for Indiana, Fleming 
with 12 and Antonio DaJafSS? 
11 points and nine reboE5?“ 
The Knicks, who ledT/^ 5 - 
many as 13 points late in 
third quarter at 80-67, u,~_ t * le 
33-31 after the first quarter 6 U B 
58-51 at the half. "*"4 
New York made eight of ire 
first 1 1 shots from the field m 
taking a 22-11 lead, g&ff 
scored 11 points in the openj^> 
quarter, hitting all three sf l B 
3-point attempts. n,s 

The Knicks are seeking the’ 
first appearance in the NBA 
finals since 1973, when aJJ 
beat the Los Angeles Lakers 
five games. " 

The home team has wgn i£ 
straight NBA playoff ggJ? 
sevens. 


Canada, Australia advance in 
world basketball championship 


HOBART, Australia (AP) — 
Andrea Blackwell scored eight 
of her 17 points in the last five 
minutes Saturday as Canada 
surprised France 66-55 in Ade- 
laide to clinch a quarterfinal 
berth in the women's world 
basketball championships. 

The win gave Canada the 
second qualifying spot in 
.Group B, behind unbeaten 


Cuba, which improved to 3-0 
with a 122-51 victory over 
Kenya. 

Host nation Australia, which 
needed to defeat Italy by 13 
points or more to be certain of 
advancing from Group D, 
downed the Italians 73-51 to 
also progress. 

Guard Michele Timms hit a 


game-high 29 points and faf.- 
ward Rachael Spom had 12 §§ 
the Australians clinched their 
quarterfinal berth. 

Hie Canadians and Austro 
bans both finished first-round 
play with a 2-1 record a nt j 
joined Cuba, Slovakia and the 
defending champion United 
States in the last eight. Thoie 
three teams all are unbeaten, 


An Argentine tries his luck in Saudi Arabia 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — 
Saudi Arabia's Argentine 
coach Jorge Solan, flanked by 
his brother, son and two trans- 
lators. has seen his World Cup 
plans dogged by prayer ses- 
sions and playeis with eyes 
bigger than their stomachs. 

So lari, appointed by King 
Fabd in March on the personal 
recommendation of Argenti- 
na’s President Carlos Menem, 
has to work his schedule 
around stria Muslim ritual. 

“We start training at 9.45 am 
after the second round of 
prayers and finish at midday 
moments before the next ses- 
sion. We can only start up 
again at 4.30 p.m.” Solan’s 
brother Eduardo told the 
Argentine sports magazine El 
Grafico this week. 

“It’s tough. We can't afford 
to be a second late as they're 
very stria religiously," he said. 

“There’s even some sort of 
special police force which 
checks players are praying at 
the right time." 

Solan, nicknamed Indio in 
Argentina for his indigenous 


looks, spent his first weeks in 
Riyad in a hotel room, having 
been denied access to his play- 
ers who were observing a man- 
datory fasting period. 

He used the time to watch 
videos of the group qualifiers 
and plot strategy for what will 
be the Saudis’ first World Cup 
finals. 

Solan, who last October 
signed an overweight Diego 
Maradona for Argentine dub 
Newell’s Old Boys, still finds 
himself worrying about his 
players' waistlines. 

"Saudi players struggle to 
maintain the ideal weight as 
their tables overflow with fan- 
tastic food,** said Eduardo, 
also a former first division 
player and qualified coach with 
considerable Argentine league 
experience. 

"You even find food in hotel 
lifts. We can only suggest that 
the boys do everything in mod- 
eration until the World Cup.” 

Saudi Arabia's players, the 
first squad to arrive in the 
United States for the finals 
starting June 17, know their 


boss means business. 

Solan, 52, took over from 
Dutch coach Leo Beenhakker, 
who was allegedly sacked after 
players complained of being 
overworked. 

The Argentine, known as a 
stern coach with a short fuse, 
staged 55 training sessions in 
just 45 days. 

He also videotapes every 
training session so as to leave 
future Saudi coaches a legacy 
showing how things are done. 


Despite the cultural differ 
ences. the Solari camp feels the 
assimilation process with the 
Saudis will pave the way fo r 
further understanding on and 
off the field. 

“There is a huge Gulf but we 
knew success would depend 
upon us getting used to their 
ways,” Eduardo said. "We 
hope to complement the play- 
ers’ ambition with the experi- 
ence we’ve all gained in Argen- 
tina.” 


FOR 

EVER I 
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(Due to departure) 

Lada 21 05 - Model 1 993 — 7000 km only — excellent 
condition. 

Price: JD 5,500 - negotiable. 

(White plates — duty paid) 

Phone 08 - 51284 — morning 823439 — afternoon - evening 


Antique Furniture For Sale 
For suitable price 

- Rat to let — 1 40 sq. m. - 3 bedrooms, 4th Circle Wadi 
Saqra 

interested: Call - Interior decorator: Ibtisam 
811480 


AMERICAN COMMUNITY 
SCHOOL 

Announces Kindergarten Registration Week 
May 30 - June 2 

- Low tuition fees 

- No Capital Fund Assessment Fee until first grade 

- Full day Classes, 8:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

- Large, new facilities 

- American Curriculum: 

•Whole language program 
•Integrated curriculum 

•Special classes in computers, P.E., and Music 

Reserve a place In ACS’s first grade program 
for the following year. 

For more information, call 813944 or 813946 
between 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 dj n. 



88 HONDA ACCORD LX, 

. fully loaded, extra clean, duty unpaid. 


. Please call s 695933 


— The Turkish Cultural Center - Amman ■— 
Presents 

A Private Exhibition of Turkish Handicraft 
by NIMET YURTTUTAN 
The Exhibition will be opened bv 
Mrs. NAZL1 IRTEMCELIK 

r^ : 1l:00^.^% T MTni AmbaSSadOr " Amman 

Date: from 5th June through 8 June 1994 
Address: Jabal Amman, First Circle, next to Rosary Colle t 


Tel.: 699238 | Cinema 


Tel.: 677420 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 




CONCORD 


A Tom Cruise & Holly Hunter 
D . in 

A T The Firm 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15. MX) 


1) Life After Marriage 

Shows: 12:30 , 3:15, 6:30. 8:30, 10:30 

2) ALADDIN 

Shows: 2:00, 5:00 


CONCORD ‘V 
FX - 2 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD <2’ 
THE GETAWAY 

Shows: 12:30. 3:45, 6. 8:15. 10:15 


Soon the new play !!! 


Tel.: 675571 

Nabfl Al Mashini Theatre 


Today & Everyday 
Abu Awwad in social comedy: 

“PUNCTURED BAG ’ 1 


Nabil & Hisham's Tel'* 62515* 

AHLAN THEATM 


The political comedy play: 

A , * EACE *” 

CAI Sabun Y« Sateen) 

At: 8:30 pm. 

■ r reservations please call 625155 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Doctors 


Tran to mediate between Afghan Shi’ite rivals 


KABUL (AFP) — Iran's, deputy foreign minister. Alaeddin 
proujerdi, is to mediate while here between rival groups 
within the Afghan Sbi'ite faction Hezb-e-Wahdat. party 
Sauces said Saturday. A Foreign Ministry official here said 
Mr. Broujerdi arrived' Friday for a five-day visit that will 
Aclude meetings with Afghan leaders. Mr. Broujerdi came 
snid an ongoing leadership dispute in Wahdat between 
jfrcumbent AJi Mazari and his challenger Akbar Azinu, a 
fcnner member of the party’s central, committee. Sources in 
the Iranian-backed faction said the row, which triggered 
fighting between supporters of the two men late last month, 
bad caused one indefinite postponement of plans to hold party 
elections. Wahdat is loosely linked with an alliance fighting to 
-"'fy rihrow Afghan President Burhanuddin Rabbani, which is 
*£*■5 up mainly of Prime Minister Guibuddin Hekmatyar’s 
Hezb-;-Islami and forces of the Uzbek warlord General Abdul 
Rashid Dostum. Tran, Pakistan and Saudi Arabia have 
frequently urged the waning Afghan factions to settle their 
differences to end the five months of fighting that has left more 
than 2,500 dead and at least 17,000 injured. 


Kuwait’s Sheikha Mariam dies in London hospital 


KUWAIT (R) — Sheikha Mariam, eldest daughter of Kuwaiti 
frown Prince and Prime Minister Sheikh Saad A1 Abdullah A1 
Sabah, died in a London hospital early on Saturday, die 
official Kuwait News Agency (KUNA) reported. Sheikha 
Mariam, 44,. had been on a life-support machine at London's 
Guy’s hospital where she had been taken after suffering severe 
bead injuries in a Kuwait car accident last week. 


Iranian denies charge of bombing attempt 


BANGKOK (AP) — An Iranian arrested by Thai police has 
{denied involvement in an aborted bomb attack in Bangkok, a 
.Thai newspaper reported Saturday. The man, identified by 
police as Hossem Shahriarifar, 28, was arrested Friday in 
southern Thailand. Two other Iranians were held for question- 
ing with him but later released, police said. Police said Mr. 
Shahriarifar was one of three men responsible for rigging up a 
one-tonne truck bomb for a suspected attack on the Israeli 
embassy in March. The truck got into an accident with a 
motorcycle taxi and the driver abandoned it before any attack 
took place. Police defused the bomb. “I am not a terrorist. I 
am a businessman. There must be some big mistake,” the 
Nation newspaper quoted Mr. Shahriarifar as saying Friday 
after he was flown to Bangkok. National Police chief Pratin 
Santiprapob said witnesses including the motorcycle driver 
Identified Mr. Shahriarifar as the driver of the truck. 


U.N. to compensate Egyptian victims of war 


. CAIRO (AP) — More than three years after the Gulf war 
ended, the United Nations has agreed to pay $1.5 million to 
compensate about 600 Egyptians who lost family members or 
were disabled in the war. The Foreign Ministry said Saturday a 
letter from the U.N. compensation committee promised to pay 
$2,500 for each valid dairn within six months. The committee, 
formed by the Security Council to adjudicate claims, set the 
level of compensation. Ministry official Jilan Allam said the 
U.N. decision will not address claims of an estimated 670,000. 
Egyptian workers who fled Iraq and Kuwait during the seven 
months Iraq occupied the emirate. An international coalition 
expelled Iraqi troops on Feb. 26, 1991. The committee's 
approval came in response to Foreign Minister Amr Musa’s 
complaint that the committee was taking too long to meet its 
commitments. Mr. Allam said. 


India carries out missile test 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — India carried out controversial tests of 
its home-built short-range missile, the Prithvi, on Saturday in 


defiance of intense U.S. pressure to scrap its missile program- 
me. The tests conducted by the army were part of the first 
“user-trial” of the missile, which has a range of 250 kilometres 
and were intended to test its reach and accuracy ahead of 
-possible deployment. “The user-trials of the Prithvi surface-to- 
surface missile commenced today." Defence Ministry spokes- 
man said. “These first tests in the series have fully met the 
- requirements.” Prithvi (earth) streaked into the sky at 11:40 
a.m. (0610 GMT) from the Chandipur-ou-Sea interim test 
range in the eastern coastal state of Orissa, the Press Trust of 
.India said. More trials will be held in “battle-field conditions" 
;in other parts of the country using conventional warheads, the 
news agency said, citing unnamed defence ministry sources 
speaking from the launai site. 


Dalai Lama receives Four Freedoms Prize 


MIDDELBURG. The Netherlands (AFP) — Tibet's spiritual 
Header, the Dalai Lama, received the Roosevelt Institute's 
Four Freedoms Prize here Saturday at an official ceremony 
-attended by Princess Juliana, mother of Queen Beatrix. The 
Dalai Lama, on a three-day visit, received the award from the 
grandson of the late U.S. president, Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
Christopher Roosevelt. The prize is named after the former 
U.S. leader, who in a 1941 speech named four freedoms: 
Freedom of expresaon, freedom of religious observance, 
freedom from fear and freedom to fight poverty. The 
jRooseveh family originated from the Middelburg region of 
central Holland. The prize is awarded alternatively in New 
York and Middelburg. 


Warrant out for Bangladesh feminist writer 


DHAKA (AFP) — The Bangladesh government Saturday 
Issued an arrest warrant against controversial feminist writer 
Tastima Nasreen, United News of Bangladesh news agency 
reported. Ms. Nasreen. 32. drew fire after being quoted as 
laying in a newspaper interview that he Holy Koran should be 
rewritten. She denied making the comments but has become 
file centre of attacks by fundamentalist groups. The chief 
metropolitan magistrate. Shahiduddin Ahmad, issued a war- 
rant for “intent to deliberately and maliciously outrage the 
religious feelings of Muslims.” The warrant came one day 
after 3,000 fundamentalists fought police demanding Ms. 
Nasreen 's punishment. The ruling Bangladesh Nationalist 
party's youth wing has also demanded her punishment. Ms. 
Nasreen achieved notoriety after the government banned her 
book “Lajja," (Shame). It said the book was blasphemous and 
hurt Islamic sentiments. 


100 fundamentalists arrested in S. Yemen 


ADEN (AFP) — Authorities in southern Yemen have 
arrested more than 100 members of the Islamic fundamentalist 
group Jihad which supports President Ali Abdullah Saleh, an 


fewissa 


vice president of a breakaway southern state, described Jihad 
members as a “fifth column." The arrests started two weeks 


ggo, he said, adding that arms and communication equipment 
r we re seized. The arrested fundamentalists were in prison 
awaiting trial under military law. 


^ Dr. Luma Shawa 

Member of the Royal College 
•} of Obstetricains and Gynaecologists 
• of Britain 

•* announces the opening of her 
Obstetrics, gynaecology and fetal medi- 
cine clinic at: 

81 Ibn Khaldoun St. 

(AK Khaidi Hospital St) 

•: Tel. 619530 


stop work 
for 2 hours 


By lea Wahbeh 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Around 2,000 
doctors at Ministry of Health 
hospitals stopped work for two 
hours on Saturday in their 
quest to have salary “discre- 
pancies” among themselves 
and colleagues in other medte- 
ar sectors in the country 
addressed. 

Jordan Medical Association 
President Ishaq Maraqa said 
the move was not prompted by 
the “desire to have their salar- 
ies increased over other gov- 
ernment employees but rather 
for justice.” 

“Doctors have decided to 
express their unacceptance of 
this unjustifiable situation by 
stopping work for two hours, 
just as a signal of the serious- 
ness of the situation and to 
show that they are not able to 
tolerate this discrimination in 
salaries and other non- 
financiai privileges any more,'’ 
Dr. Maraqa told the Jordan 
Times. 

The action is not new, he 
said, as for the past four years 
the doctors have been trying in 
vain to “guarantee justification 
of this unacceptable status.” 

“This has created a feeling 
of uneasiness amongst the 
Ministry of Health doctors. We 
are looking forward to the 
meeting on Sunday (today) 
with the deputy prime minis- 
ter. Dr. Maan Abu Nowar, 
and the minister of health. Dr. 
Abdul Rahim Malhas. to dis- 
cuss the matter seriously and 
hope to reach a decision that 
will ease the tension among 
doctors,’' Dr. Maraqa said. 

While ex p ress i ng “certainty 
that the government is greatly 
concerned until the injustice 





QUEEN MOTHER REMEMBERED: Their Majesties King 
and Queen Noor, Their Royal Highnesses Prince 
Mohammad, Crown Prince Hassan, Princess Sarvath and Prin- 


cess R»sma on Saturday attend a ceremony held to mark the 
elapse of 40 days after the death of Queen Zen A1 Sharaf, the 
Queen Mother (Photo by Yousef A1 ‘ Allan) 


Combined agency despatches 


tiie doctors are living.'' Dr. 
Maraqa said that “we reel they 


(the government) should and 
are able to secure financial 
resources for it.*’ 

“They (the doctors) are the 
only ministry employees who 
are suffering from discrimina- 
tion in salaries amongst them- 
selves and their colleagues and 
we feel that if the government 
decides to find a solution for 
this chronic problem, the time 
is very suitable for it,'* he said. 

The reason behind the doc- 
tor's optimism is the fact that 
Prime Minister Majati is famil- 
iar with the problem since, 
.be served as a minister of health 
years ago, headed the Jor- 
dan University and was re- 
sponsible for medical affairs, 
besides being the head of the 
(now defunct) National Medic- 
al Association. 


GERMAN AND allied veter- 
ans honoured each others' war 
dead on Saturday in gestures of 
reconciliation and remembr- 
ance two da /s before the 50th 
anniversary of the D-Day 
allied landings in Normandy. 

The president of the Ger- 
man War Graves Commission, 
Hans Otto Weber, laid wreaths 
of red carnations with the red, 
black and gold German colours 
at U.S. and British military 
cemeteries near the beaches 
where allied forces stormed 
ashore on June 6, 1944, to 
drive Nazi German armies out 
of Western Europe. 

Representatives of the 
French government, the Royal 
British Legion and the Com- 
monwealth War Graves Com- 
mission participated in a 
memorial ceremony at the big- 
gest German military cemetery 
in Normandy, at La Cam be, 
where 21,227. men are buried. 

“I asked for permission to 
pay homage at the American 
and British cemeteries and I 
was told that I was welcome of 
course,” Mr. Weber aid. 

“We believe that the dead 
are all brothers and nationality 
does not matter. There are no 
good guys and bad guys, nazis 
and democrats among the 
dead,” he said. 

Graham Downing, vice- 
chairman of the British Le- 
gion, said he had willingly 


accepted the last-minute in- 
vitation to speak at the Ger- 
man ceremony. 

“I was honoured. It has been 
very moving for me. We be- 
lieve in reconciliation, but not 
in forgetting,” be said. 

The gestures of reconcilia- 
tion came as allied leaders 
gathered in Britain, in the abs- 
ence of German Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl, for three days of 
ceremonies honouring the sol- 
diers who fought ana died in 
the world’s greatest amphi- 
bious invasion. 

In Cambridge, England, 
.U.S. President Bill Clinton 
hailed the days when “Yanks 
and Brits worked together like 
family.” 

Mr. Clinton, French Presi- 
dent Mitterrand and other 
allied leaders were due to 
attend a banquet given by 
Queen Elizabeth on Saturday 
in Portsmouth before the lead- 
ers set sail for France on Sun- 
day in a flotilla of ships recall- 
ing the D-Day fleet. 

“We have come here on a 
journey of remembrance ... it 
is a journey to honour those 
who fought and those who 
died, in a world in which we 
came of age,” Mr. Clinton told 
a crowd of around 15,000 peo- 
ple at tiie U.S. military cemet- 
ery. 

Standing on the green bank 
which is the Cambridge Amer- 
ican Cemetery and Memorial 
at Madingly, around 100 
kilometres north of London, 


Mr. Ginton said: “The British 
gave us inspiration, the Amer- 
icans in return gave hope. 

“They fought to defeat a 
great evil which threatened to 
destroy our very way of life, 
what Winston Churchi! called 
the great principles of freedom 
and the rights of man, which 
are the joint inheritance of the 
English speaking world.” 

Before Mr. Ginton took the 
podium, British Prime Minis- 
ter John Major and U.S. 
Treasury Secretary Lloyd 
Bentsen, who is a former pilot, 
also paid tribute to those who 
gave their lives. 
m “It is the brotherhood of 
soldier to soldier, sailor to 
sailor and airman to airman 
that we commemorate here,” 
Mr. Major said. a 


choppy seas to land seven flag- 
bearers each. 

Detachments from nine na- 
tions — the United States, 
'Canada, Britain, Norway, Po- 
land, France, Luxembourg, 
Belgium and the Netherlands 
— will take part in the com- 
bined arms ceremony. 

In a re-run of D-Day itself, 
when tiie invasion was 
postponed for 24 hours be- 
cause of bad weather, forecas- 
ter said the spring' storms 
should abate by Sunday and 
the sun might eve,: shine on 
Omaha Beach by Monday 
afternoon. 


“They came to defend free- 
dom and democracy, justice 
and human rights. The peoples 
of Europe owe their freedom 
and peace to those we honour 
this weekend, both the living 
and the fallen.” 

On Omaha Beach in Nor- 
mandy, allied soldiers were 
lashed by driving rain as they 
reheaised for Monday's main 
international commemoration 
to be attended by 19 national 
leaders and tens of thousands 
of veterans. 


There were emotional cere- 
monies in Norman villages and 
towns as thousands of veter- 
ans, many hosted by gratful 
French families in their homes, 
returned to the scene of their 
battles on what the local press 
was dubbed “the longest 
weekend." 

At one such ceremony, 40 
veterans of the U.S. 1st Infan- 
try Division. led by General 
Albeit Smith, 75, who landed 
at Omaha Beach amid carnage 
early on June 6, 1944, prayed 
together at the cemetery at 
CoIievilTe-sur-Mer. overlook- 
ing the coast. 


Winds forced the cancella- 
tion of rehearsals of the fly-pat 
and parachute drop, but five 
landing ships, representing the 
five D-Day beaches, braved 


Nearly 3,000 Americans 
died fighting for that strip of 
sand fringed by cliffs. In a 
eulogy, Gen. Smith recalled 
the unit’s motto: “No mission 
too difficult, no sacrifice too 
great. Duty first.” 


5 Iraqis, Kuwaiti sentenced to death for Bush plot 


Some doctors say two hours 
of work stoppage might not 
make a big difference to the 
patients, especially as they had 
pledged to treat emergencies, 
but if their demands will not be 
met and they deci d e to stop 
work for a day or longer, the 
results could have serious re- 
percussions- 


List of 


The doctors are demanding 
salaries equivalent to those of 
physicians working at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan Hospital and 
military hospitals in the King- 
dean. 


A list of demands and orga-. 
rotatio nal matters provided to 
the Jordan Tones mentions 
“ im provement of the financial 
situation of the Ministry of 
Health doctors that would en- 
able them to lead a dignified 
fife and would prevent good 
doctors from leaving govern- 
ment hospitals.” 

It also emphasises the need to 

hire good specialists at these 
hospitals ta 'order to improve 
health sendees and maintain a 
standard comp a rable to that of 
tee other medical institutions. 

The demands sparked a 
strike about two years ago and 
continue to be an issue over a 
two-tier system of granting 
allowances, putting the doctors 
into tee category of '‘before 
1988” and after. 

According to the paediatri- 
cian, doctors who started work 
before 1988 are given 35 per 
cent of the “overall” salary as 
allowance while those who 
started work after 1988 are 
granted 30 per cent of the 
“base salary allowance. This 
creates a gap between the doc- 
tors working for the same in- 
stitution and has, as a result, 
made tee doctors to seek for 
tee cancellation or improve- 
ment of the system. 


•KUWAIT (Agencies) — A 
Kuwai court on Saturday sent- 
enced five Iraqis ana one 
Kawaiti to death tor plotting to 
Wow up former U.S. President 
George Bush when he visited 
the emirate to be lauded for 
leading the Gulf war coalition. 

One Kuwaiti was acquitted 
and five Iraqis and two 
Kuwaitis were sentenced to va- 
rious prison terms for offences, 
ranging from possession of ex- 
plosives to illegal entry. 

The haggard-looking defen- 
dants, all but one with shaven 
beads and most wearing long 
beards, sat in two rows in a 
large cage in the crowded state 
security courtroom. Some 
broke into shouting and even 
fighting after the sentences 
were read. 

A 33-year-old Iraqi who re- 
ceived the death penalty, Raad , 
Abdul Amir Aboud A1 Asadi. 
dressed like most other defen- 
dants in a blue-gray prison 
uniform, shouted: “What did 
we do? No one is dead. No one 


is injured, what did we do? 
“A death sentence? Let the 


Kuwaiti state security be happy 
now. Is that Kuwaiti law?” 


During the last session on 
April 2. defence lawyers said 
the testimony of the sole pro- 
secution witness, state security 
Colonel Abdul Samad Al Shat- 
ti, was based on assumptions. 

Two of the 14 admitted 
varying levels of involvement 
in the alleged plot to blow up 
Mr. Bush, who orchestrated the 
multinational coalition that 
_ ousted Iraqi occupation troops 
’ from Kuwaiti; in the 1991 Gulf 
war, when he visited the emi- 
rate in April 1993. 

The other 12 denied any 
involvement. Most of the Iraqi 
defendants said they came to 
Kuwait to see friends and fami- 
ly, seek loans or collect debts 
or help smuggle or sell alcohol. 

At the end of the year-long 
trial in the no-juty security 
court, only Kuwaiti Nasser Al 
Meil, 43, was acquitted. He 
walked from the courtroom 


after hugging his lawyer. Both 
were in tears. 

Pandemonium erupted when 
Jabber Al Kanaani, a 56-year- 
old Iraqi defendant, punched 
Mr. Assadi, the plot’s alleged 
ringleader, in the face. 

Mr. Kanaani. like most of 
the Iraqis on trial, said he had 
paid Mr. Al Assadi to smuggle 
him to Kuwait to see the family 
he left after the emirate was 
liberated. 


His 21-year old son, Ahmad, 
got 10 years for possessing 
explosives and weapons, and 
another two years for having 
liquor. 

Ahmad, who has lived in 
Kuwait ali his life, said he did . 
not know that a bag Mr. Assa- 
di gave him for safekeeping 
contained revolvers and explo- 
sives. 


Ahmad Al Sabah. 

Capital punishment in 
Kuwait is by hanging, usually in 
prison. , 

Thirteen of the defendants 
pleaded innocent. Only a 36- 
year-old Iraqi nurse, Wali Al 
Gazali, pleaded guilty. 

He told the three-judge 
panel that Iraqi agents gave 
him a car packed with 80 kilog- 
rammes of explosives and 
ordered him to blow it up at 
Kuwait University, where it 
was believed Mr. B ush was to 
be honoured during his April 
14-16 visit. 


Mr. Gazali initially said he 
was provided with a belt of 
expletives to use in a suicide 
attack if the car-bomb plan did 
not work. He later retracted 
that. 


Death sentences in Kuwait 
automatically go to an appeal 
court for review. Tf upheld, 
they have to be approved by 
the emir. Sheikh Jaber Ai 


Bader Jiyad Al Shimmiri, 
30, the only Kuwaiti sentenced 
to death. let the men park their 
care in his sheep pen. He 
claimed he thought they were 
alcohol smugglers. 


Iranians remember Khomeini in light security 


According to a study pre- 
>nt«i in 1 091 bv the then 


sented in 1 991 by the teen 
minister of health. Mamdouh 
Al Abbadi, to the prime minis- 
ter, the gap is even bigger 
between the pay received by 
the ministry's doctors and 
those working at military or 
university hospitals, reaching 
(at the time) 43 per cent in the 
rw of a specialist and 38 per 
cent in that of a general practi- 
tioner. 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — The 
Islamic Republic of Iran on 
Saturday marked the fifth 
anniversary of the death of its 
founder, Ayatollah Rufaollafa 
Khomeini, amid tight security 
and defiance of tee West. 

Thousands of police security 
and Revolutionary Guards, in 
combat fatigues and armed 
with machine-guns, were de- 
ployed in the streets of Tehran, 
especially the southern districts 
where Ayatollah Khomeini’s 
mausoleum is located. 

The mausoleum has been 
guarded tty thousands of secur- 
ity forces and 13 brigades of 
tee Basij, or Islamic volun- 
teers. since the beginning of 
the memorial ceremonies on 
Thursday. 

For the first time in five 
years, visitors underwent sear- 
ches at the entrance to the 
shrine, which is paved with 
marble and decorated a 
golden dome and four tall 
minarets. 

Security forces posted sever- 
al kilometres away blocked 


approach roads to the shrine, 
only allowing through buses 
carrying pilgrims. 

Nervous-looking officers 
started an argument with a 
journalist who tried to enter a 
hall as President Ali Akbar 
Hashenri Rafsanjani delivered 
a speech on Friday night. 

Police officers were also 
posted every 100 metres along 
tee road from central Tehran 
to the shrine, as dozens of 
others were stationed at cros- 
sroads standing next to their 
cars with the engines on. 

Even in the affluent north- 
ern Tehran, where many resi- 
dents have taken advantage of 
three days of mourning to 
leave town for a holiday, anti- 
riot police units were de- 
ployed. 

War veterans in wheelchairs 
and victims of Bosnia's civil 


Ayatollah Khomeini, the cleric 
who toppled Iran's U.S.- 
backed ruler, the Shah, in 1979 
and established the Islamic re- 
public. 

“The road to happiness for 
the Iranian nation, according 
to the imam's teachings, is to 
continue to uphold Islamic 
principles, self-reliance and 
not fear dominant world pow- 
ers,” Ayatollah Khameini told 


States and its allies. 

Ayatollah Khamenei admit- 
ted that Iran was still assailed 
by “enemy ... propaganda and 
economic and political cam- 


paigns,” but was “not scared.” 
Tne Islamic republic, he de- 
clared “has stood steadfast” in 


resisting U.S. efforts to crush it 
and will continue to do so. 


ere, Ayatouan kju 
the packed shrine. 
“The Islamic rep 


war joined the mourners in tee 
cold-domed shrine. 


gold-domed shrine. 

Iranian spiritual leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei said 
Iran would stick to the revolu- 
tionary pate laid down by 


“The Islamic republic is ac- 
cused of violating human 
rights, by which they mean 
Islamic laws. We certainly pre- 
fer the text of the Holy Koran 
to the products of tee failing 
minds of Western lawyers,” be 
said. 

“We aim towards full imple- 
mentation of Koranic laws.” 

Hojatoleslam Ali Akbar 
Nateq-Nouri, the hard-line and 
increasingly powerful speaker 
of parliament, declared teat 
even without Ayatollah 
Khomeini the nation was still 
staunchly opposing “world 
arrogance” — the United 


and will continue to do so. 

Speaking in the mausoleum 
Friday night. President Raf- 
sanjani said Iran was able to 


thwart “enemy plots” because 
of Ayatollah Khomeini's in- 


spired leadership and the 
ideological legacy he left. 


ideological legacy he left. 

As the clerical oligarchy 
made their ritual denunciations 
of the West, mourners fre- 
quently roared “Death to 
America.” the mantra of 
Ayatollah Khomeini's Islamic 
revolution that toppled the 
peacock throne of the Pahlavi 
dynasty. 

Ayatollah Khomeini died of 
cancer on June 3, 1989, but the 
anniversary is marked on June 
4, the day his death was 
announced 



‘Snake invasion 
terrifies village’ 


AMMAN (AP) — Hundreds 
of snakes have invaded a town 
in southern Jordan and a spe- 
cial task force killed more than 
350 in 30 minutes, Sawt Al 
Shaab daily reported Saturday. 
It quoted Rateb Al Oran, a 
biology professor from Muta 
University in Maan who heads 


the task force of cmi aeience 
and Agriculture Ministry per- 
sonnel, as saying more snakes 
are on the way. The snakes, 
which are not poisonous, 
appeared in the Dallagah area 
215 kilometres south of Am- 
man last week. Dr. Oran’s task 
force used water hoses and 
chemicals to kill, the snakes, 
which were between 30 cen- 
timetres and 50 centimetres 
long. “The villagers are terri- 


Germans, French honour each other’s war dead 


lieve that the snakes are not a 
poisonous,” he said. It was the* 1 
second such incident in the 
oasis town in two years.. The 
last time, more than 1,500 
snakes were killed. Dr. Oran 
said. 


Empress Michiko 
feared she’d never 
speak again 


TOKYO (R) — Japan’s 
Empress Michiko, who was un- 
able to speak for several 
months after collapsing last 
October, said Friday she 
almost lost hope at one point 
of ever talking again. “To lose 
speech was a completely un- 
forseeable .thing,” Empress • 
Michiko told a news confer- 
ence in a small but firm voice. 
“AD I could do at that time was 
to accept reality." The empress 
collapsed on Oct. 20, her 59th 
birthday. Although first signs 
pointed to a minor stroke, 
palace officials said later that 
tests showed no brain damage. 1 * 
They speculated her loss of 
‘ speech could have been caused 
by deep depression over critio- - 
al articles about her in the 
popular press. Daring her 
ordeal. Empress Michiko said 
shewas hearteppd by Emperor * 
AkiKi tn and daughter Princess * 
Non? “But day v after day, the 
sorrow from having lost words 
became larger and at one time 
I almost lost hope.” She thank- 
ed those who encomaged her 
at the time. She said: “I was 
able to regain some patience, 
where I could think about the 
meaning of the pain and look 
intide myself. “I apologise for 
having made everybody wor- 
ried and I give heartfelt thanks 
to all the people who encour- 
aged me.” 


Don Johnson 
enters Betty 
Ford Clinic 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Actor 
Don Johnson, who starred as 
detective Sonny Crockett in the 
long-running hit television 
series Miami vice, entered the 
Betty Fend Centre Friday for 
unspecified treatment, his 




ohnson checked in to the drug 


and alcohol dependency treat- 
ment centre Friday morning 
and woqld re main thefe for 
four weeks. Johnson’s wife, 
actress Melanie Griffith, filed 
for divorce in March citing 
irreconcilable differences and 
sought primary custody of the 


couple's four-year-old daugh- 
ter, Dakota. The couple have 


wed _ twice, and the second 
marriage was in its fifth year 
when Ms. Griffith made her 
divorce filing. Johnson starred 
in a number of ill-fated B 
movies, such as Revenge Of 
The Stepford Wives, A Boy 
And His Dog, and Retain To 
Macon County, before landing 
the Miami Vice lead role, 
which brought him feme an d 
fortune as the freewheeling 
Crockett. Since the series en- 
ded he has starred with Griffith 
in two movies — Paradise and 
the remake of Born Yesterday 
and some action films. 


Streisand’s 
possessions to be 
auctioned 
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S 0 *£*E RC E, Calif. <R) - 
Hundreds of personal posaes- 
sions owned by superstar Bar- 
bra Streisand, including house- 
bold goods, furniture and col- 
lectibles, will be sold at aao- 
tl °!]v A .\ N - Abell Auction Co. 
said Friday. The June 12 an©- 
hon wfll also feature the library 
of the late actor Vincent Price, 
including his collection of ait 
books, biographies and general 
interest works. Includedin tee 
collection of Ms. Streisand 
possessions to be auctioned are 
items from the three Malibu 
Domes the entertainer donated 
^ Santa Monica Moun- 
tains Conservancy. The auc- 
tion of more than 100 items 
was authorised by Ms. 
Streisand. 
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